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Transcript
Teacher: Scott Reynolds

(0:04) All right, today we’re in tour three (0:08) of the engagement project, (0:10) Redemption, The
Heart of God. (0:14) The third epoch of God’s meta-narrative, redemption, (0:19) forms the heart of
the biblical story (0:21) revealing God’s profound plan to restore humanity (0:25) through his
sacrificial love. (0:27) This session begins with a reflective question.

(0:30) What did you see? (0:32) Prompting participants to engage deeply (0:34) with the themes and
imagery of redemption (0:37) as they unfold in scripture. (0:40) The narrative starts in the Garden
of Eden, (0:44) a pivotal crime scene where humanity’s rebellion (0:47) against God could have led
to total destruction. (0:51) Instead of wiping out creation and starting anew, (0:54) God responds
with a breathtaking promise of redemption, (0:59) breathing hope into a fallen world.

(1:02) This moment marks the inception of a cosmic conflict (1:06) between two opposing forces,
(1:09) the seed line of Satan and the seed line of the Messiah. (1:14) The proto-evangel found in
Genesis 3.15 (1:19) is highlighted as the first proclamation of the gospel, (1:23) declaring that the
woman’s seed (1:24) will ultimately crush the head of Satan’s seed. (1:28) This promise sets the stage
for God’s redemptive plan, (1:32) a thread woven through history, (1:34) carefully nurtured through
generations (1:36) until the arrival of Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah.

(1:41) The session emphasizes the centrality of love (1:44) in this redemptive narrative, (1:46) with
John 3.16 described as the crown jewel of God’s heart. (1:52) This verse encapsulates the greatest
act (1:55) of sending in history. (1:58) God giving his only son for the salvation of the world.

(2:02) The magnitude of this act underscores (2:04) the depth of God’s love, (2:06) but the discussion
also acknowledges (2:09) a contemporary challenge. (2:11) The word love has lost its weight in
modern usage. (2:15) Today, love is often reduced to a shallow term, (2:20) used to describe fleeting
emotions, (2:22) personal desires, or superficial attachments.
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(2:26) This distortion reflects a broader cultural battle (2:30) over words, where their meanings are
twisted (2:33) to serve self-centered scripts. (2:37) The session draws a stark contrast (2:39) between
God’s words, which bring life, (2:42) and Satan’s perversion of words, which lead to death. (2:46)
This battle over language is not trivial.

(2:49) Scripture affirms the power of words, (2:52) and the discussion underscores their significance
(2:55) in shaping truth and reality. (2:58) A key insight from the session (3:00) is the inseparability of
truth and love. (3:05) When these two are torn apart, both are lost, (3:08) the discussion explores
the consequences (3:11) of pursuing love without truth, (3:14) which results in empty
sentimentality, (3:17) and truth without love, which becomes harsh and judgmental.

(3:22) True love, as defined by Scripture, (3:24) is rooted in agape, a term unpacked (3:27) as a
sacrificial zeal that seeks the true good, (3:31) the shalom of another. (3:34) Agape love is not self-
serving, (3:36) nor does it withhold truth for the sake of comfort. (3:40) It is other-focused,
demanding sacrifice and courage, (3:44) and stands in stark contrast (3:46) to the feigned love
exemplified by Judas, (3:50) whose betrayal masked itself in affection.

(3:53) The session challenges misconceptions of love, (3:56) particularly those that portray it (3:59)
as weak or overly sentimental. (4:02) For instance, Leonardo da Vinci’s (4:05) The Last Supper is
referenced, (4:07) noticing its depiction of John as effeminate, (4:10) which contrasts with the
robust sacrificial nature (4:14) of true agape love. (4:16) The setting of The Last Supper is further
contextualized (4:20) with Jesus and his disciples reclining at a triclinium, (4:24) a three-sided
dining table common in the ancient world, (4:28) emphasizing the intimacy and gravity of the
moment.

(4:31) The discussion also highlights (4:33) the costliness of agape love, (4:36) asserting that it is not
for the faint-hearted. (4:40) Jesus himself is the ultimate example, (4:43) laying down his life for
humanity’s redemption. (4:46) This theme of sacrifice is reinforced (4:49) through the example of
James and John (4:52) nicknamed the sons of thunder for their fiery zeal.

(4:56) Yet John, in particular, wrote extensively (4:59) about truth and love in his epistles. (5:02) His
writings demonstrate that love (5:04) is not a minor theme in scripture, (5:06) but a central
transformative force (5:09) that requires strength and commitment. (5:11) The session challenges
participants (5:13) to reconsider their understanding of love, (5:16) urging them to move beyond
cultural cliches (5:19) and embrace the biblical model of agape, (5:22) which seeks the flourishing of
others (5:25) at great personal cost.

(5:28) Throughout the session, (5:29) the narrative of redemption is framed (5:31) as a story of God’s
relentless pursuit of humanity. (5:36) From the promise in the garden (5:37) to the fulfillment in
Christ, (5:39) God’s love is depicted as active, (5:42) intentional, and unwavering. (5:44) The proto-
Evangel sets the stage (5:47) for a war that spans history, (5:49) with God faithfully preserving the
seed line of the Messiah (5:53) despite humanity’s failures.

(5:56) The reference to John 8, 44, (5:58) where Jesus tells the religious leaders, (6:01) you are of
your father, the devil, (6:03) underscores the reality of Satan’s seed line, (6:07) those who align with
his rebellion and deception. (6:11) Yet God’s promise remains steadfast, (6:14) culminating in the
arrival of Jesus, (6:16) who embodies both truth and love and perfect harmony. (6:21) The session
also addresses the cultural tendency (6:24) to redefine love in ways that prioritize self-interest.



(6:28) This distortion is not new. (6:30) It reflects Satan’s strategy (6:32) to twist God’s life-giving
words (6:35) into tools of confusion and death. (6:37) By reclaiming the true meaning of agape,
(6:40) participants are invited to see love (6:42) as a radical, sacrificial act that mirrors God’s heart.

(6:47) The discussion of John 3, 16 (6:49) as the greatest send of all time reinforces this, (6:52)
pointing to the cross (6:54) as the ultimate demonstration of God’s love, (6:57) a love that does not
compromise truth but upholds it, (7:01) even at the cost of great suffering. (7:04) In conclusion, part
one of tour three (7:07) paints a vivid picture of redemption (7:10) as the heart of God’s story. (7:13)
It challenges participants (7:14) to move beyond superficial understandings of love (7:18) and
embrace the costly, other-focused nature of agape.

(7:23) Through the lens of the Proto-Evangel, (7:25) the preservation of the Messiah’s seed line (7:28)
and the example of Jesus, (7:30) the session reveals God’s unwavering commitment (7:33) to
humanity’s restoration. (7:36) Love, as scripture defines it, is not a fleeting emotion (7:40) but a
powerful, sacrificial force (7:42) that demands truth and courage. (7:45) This exploration sets the
stage (7:48) for a deeper understanding of God’s redemptive plan, (7:51) inviting participants to
align their lives with his heart.
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