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Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 35:14)

Summary

Teacher: Mike Mathis

(0:04 - 3:25) Introduction and Addressing Biblical Criticism

The transcript begins with Mike, the teacher, introducing his discussion on the Book of Judges,
specifically focusing on the first chapter. He addresses attempts by critics to discredit the Bible by
comparing its accounts, such as the flood narrative, to other cultural stories. Mike argues that these
comparisons often overlook the unique context of the biblical flood as a divine judgment on the
world’s sin. He mentions a recent claim, possibly from an online source, asserting that the Israelites
did not fully drive out the Canaanites as described in the Bible. Mike counters this by stating that
the Bible itself, particularly in Judges, acknowledges this failure, thus aligning with the critic’s point
but framing it within the scriptural narrative. This sets the stage for his study, emphasizing the
reliability of the Bible’s account.

(3:27 - 7:44) Israel’s Partial Success in Conquering Canaan

Mike transitions into the text of Judges Chapter 1, explaining that the chapter initially depicts the
Israelites consulting God about who should lead the fight against the Canaanites, whom they were
commanded to utterly destroy. God supports them in their victories when they rely on Him, as seen
in Judah and Simeon’s successful campaign against Zephath, which they renamed Hormah after
destroying it. Judah also captures other territories like Gaza, Ascalon, and Akron. However, their
success is incomplete; they fail to drive out the inhabitants of the lowlands due to the Canaanites’
iron chariots. Specific examples include Caleb receiving Hebron and expelling the sons of Anak, but
the tribe of Benjamin failing to remove the Jebusites from Jerusalem, who continue to live among
them. Similarly, the house of Joseph conquers Bethel with God’s help, sparing a man who reveals
the city’s entrance, allowing him and his family to escape and later build a city called Luz.

(7:46 - 11:29) Continued Failures and Divine Rebuke

The narrative continues to highlight the Israelites’ incomplete conquests, with the tribe of
Manasseh failing to drive out the inhabitants of several villages, including Beth-shean, Taanach,
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Dor, Ibleam, and Megiddo, as the Canaanites were determined to remain. Mike emphasizes that the
Bible itself documents these failures, reinforcing its honesty. When some tribes grew stronger, they
subjected the remaining Canaanites to tribute rather than expelling them. In Judges Chapter 2, an
angel of the Lord, identified by Mike as Jesus (the second member of the Godhead), appears at
Bokim and rebukes the Israelites for not fully obeying God’s command to destroy the Canaanites
and their altars. The angel declares that the remaining Canaanites will become “thorns in their
side” and their gods a “snare,” leading the Israelites to weep and name the place Bokim, meaning
“weeping,” where they offer sacrifices.

(11:30 - 15:53) Consequences of Disobedience and Joshua’s Death

Mike elaborates on the angel’s identity, suggesting it is Jesus due to the authoritative language used,
such as claiming to have led Israel out of Egypt and made a covenant with their ancestors. The
angel’s rebuke underscores Israel’s disobedience in not destroying the Canaanites’ altars and
making covenants with them, contrary to God’s command. This disobedience results in the
Canaanites remaining as a persistent challenge. After this, the narrative shifts to the death of
Joshua at 110 years old, buried in his inheritance at Timnath-heres. During Joshua’s lifetime and
that of the elders who outlived him, the Israelites served God, but their faithfulness waned after his
death.

(15:55 - 20:28) Israel’s Apostasy and God’s Response

Following Joshua’s death, a new generation arises that does not know the Lord or His works,
leading them to worship Baal and other gods of the surrounding peoples. This provokes God’s
anger, and He delivers Israel into the hands of their enemies, causing great distress. Mike notes a
cyclical pattern in Judges: Israel sins, God allows their enemies to oppress them, and the people
suffer. God raises judges to deliver them, but the Israelites often refuse to listen, continuing to
worship other gods. When a judge dies, the people revert to even worse behavior, following their
stubborn ways, which Mike compares to modern-day disobedience.

(20:31 - 25:35) The Cycle of Sin and Deliverance, and Addressing Modern Criticism

Mike explains that God allows Israel to fall into captivity to test their faithfulness, as stated in
Judges, where God declares He will no longer drive out the remaining nations to see if Israel will
follow His ways. This cycle of sin, captivity, crying out to God, and deliverance through judges
defines much of the Book of Judges. Mike revisits the earlier criticism about the Israelites’ failure to
destroy the Canaanites, noting that this is explicitly stated in Judges 1 and 2, thus affirming the
Bible’s consistency. He also briefly addresses a separate conversation about homosexuality, where
he was accused of taking biblical texts out of context. Mike defends his position by referencing
God’s instructions to Moses about punishing sins, including homosexuality, as part of the broader
theme of obedience to God’s commands.

(25:35 - 27:36) Addressing Accusations and Defending Biblical Authority

Mike continues his discussion from the previous segment, addressing a conversation where he was
accused of misrepresenting biblical teachings on homosexuality. He defends his stance by
emphasizing that God created male and female, as stated in the Bible, and that this reflects God’s
will. When challenged by someone claiming that people are forced to accept biblical teachings,



Mike clarifies that belief is not mandatory but strongly encouraged, warning that rejecting the
Bible’s teachings may lead to regret in the future. The conversation ended when his interlocutor
accused God of being a source of mass murder, a charge Mike dismisses as an attempt to discredit
the Bible. He stresses that the Bible’s accounts, such as the Israelites’ failure to drive out the
Canaanites, are consistent and known to believers before critics raise them, reinforcing the
reliability of scripture.

(27:38 - 31:34) Historical Validation and Biblical Consistency

Mike reflects on a childhood memory from a sixth-grade history book that described the Israelites’
slavery in Egypt and their use of tools to winnow grain. He notes that while the history book
confirmed the Israelites’ presence in Egypt, it omitted God’s prophecy that they would be enslaved
and later delivered, as recorded in the Bible. This omission, he argues, highlights the tendency of
secular sources to challenge the Bible’s credibility without acknowledging its fulfilled prophecies.
Mike reiterates that Judges 1 and 2 explicitly state the Israelites’ failure to fully expel the
Canaanites, aligning with archaeological findings and external criticisms, thus proving the Bible’s
truthfulness. He emphasizes that God noticed this disobedience and allowed the Israelites to face
consequences, such as captivity, as described in Judges, underscoring the cycle of sin, punishment,
and deliverance.

(31:35 - 35:14) Closing Reflections and Prayer

Mike concludes by affirming God’s nature as both just and merciful, noting that while God punishes
disobedience, He forgives and preserves those with whom He has a covenant. He encourages the
audience to learn from the Israelites’ mistakes in Judges, particularly their tendency to stray from
God and worship other gods, and to remain faithful to God’s word. The session ends with a prayer,
where Mike thanks God for the opportunity to study His word and learn from the consequences of
disobedience. He prays for those who are ill or recovering from surgeries, specifically mentioning
individuals named God, Mama, Sheila, and Sherry, asking for their healing and strength. Mike also
seeks God’s guidance for the congregation to stay close to Him and trust in His truth, closing the
prayer in the name of Christ.
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