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Summary
Teacher: Tom Freed
1. (0:04 - 0:23): Introduction to Defeaters

o The speaker recaps last week’s discussion on the fifth defeater: "I can’t believe in God
because of the existence of evil and suffering."

o Seven defeaters in total will be discussed before moving to the final chapter.
2. (0:24 - 1:05): Christian Worldview on Evil and Suffering

- While there is no perfect answer to this defeater, the speaker believes Christianity provides
the best explanation.

- Everyone experiences suffering and death, regardless of their worldview.
3. (1:05 - 1:45): Engaging with Unbelievers on Suffering

o The speaker suggests starting within unbelievers' frameworks about suffering and gradually
leading them toward Christianity’s perspective.

o Contrasting Christianity with other worldviews can demonstrate how Christianity offers the
best explanation for suffering.

4, (1:46 - 2:12): Traditional Worldviews — Evil as an Illusion

o The speaker references last week’s discussion about different worldviews.

o In the Buddhist worldview, suffering is seen as an illusion.
5. (2:13 - 3:24): Traditional Worldviews — Stoicism and Moralistic View

o Stoicism suggests enduring suffering as fate.
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- The moralistic religious view sees suffering as a result of one’s own evil actions, contrasting
with Christianity’s view.

(3:25 - 3:58): Secular Worldviews — Pessimistic and Optimistic Views

o Secular pessimism holds that life has no meaning or purpose, leading to a bleak outlook.

o Secular optimism believes in creating personal meaning in the absence of transcendent
purpose.

(4:00 - 5:10): Christian View of Suffering

o Suffering is not to be ignored but deeply contemplated.

o For Christians, suffering can be transformative, as referenced in 2 Corinthians 4:17.
(5:11 - 6:23): C.S. Lewis and the Purpose of Suffering

o C.S. Lewis suggests God communicates most clearly through suffering.

o Christianity teaches that suffering is a result of humanity’s turn from God, leading to a
distorted creation.

(6:25 - 7:45): The Christian Response to Evil

o Evil is real, not an illusion, and is anything that opposes God.

o Christianity teaches that God is redeeming the world through Jesus and will bring justice
and peace.

(7:46 - 9:06): Christianity’s Basis for Justice

o Christianity offers a stronger philosophical basis for fighting injustices like sex trafficking
because of the inherent worth of humans as made in God’s image.

o Secular activism lacks a solid grounding for moral obligations.
(9:07 - 10:07): Mourning and Christian Hope

> Nicholas Wolterstorff’s reflection on mourning: those who mourn yearn for God’s new day.

- Jesus encourages engagement with human suffering, contrasting with Stoic detachment.
(10:08 - 11:41): The Christian Promise

o Christianity offers a promise of heaven, giving Christians hope and motivation.

o Christians find assurance in eternal love, unlike other worldviews which lack hope.
(11:42 - 13:11): The Problem of Evil

o Secularists often argue that the presence of evil disproves a good and all-powerful God.

- The speaker notes this objection relies on certain cultural assumptions.
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(13:12 - 14:05): Secular Morality’s Flaws

o Secularists struggle to justify moral obligations without a higher power.

o Christianity provides an obvious grounding for morality, while secularists rely on subjective
feelings.

(14:06 - 15:08): Challenges to Secular Moral Judgments

- Even secularists must acknowledge the existence of moral judgments.

o Christianity offers a stronger foundation for understanding good and evil.
(15:09 - 17:23): The Limits of Human Reason

o Post-Enlightenment thought overemphasizes human reason, downplaying mystery and
divine transcendence.

o The Bible challenges human confidence in fully understanding the world without God.
(17:25 - 18:53): Understanding God’s Wisdom and Suffering

o God’s reasons for allowing suffering may be beyond human comprehension.

o An analogy is made between our limited understanding of God’s reasons and a child’s
inability to understand a parent’s decisions.

(18:54 - 20:20): The Sheer Amount of Evil

- Even when considering the vastness of suffering, it remains reasonable to trust in God’s
greater wisdom.

o The cross is seen as God’s response to evil and suffering.
(20:21 - 21:41): God’s Care and the Cross

o The speaker counters the objection that God does not show evident care, emphasizing that
Jesus’ sacrifice demonstrates God’s compassion.

(21:42 - 22:57): The Christian Explanation of Suffering

o The speaker acknowledges that while Christians may not have all the answers to suffering,
they trust in God’s ultimate solution through Jesus.

o Christianity provides the promise of an end to suffering in heaven.
(22:58 - 23:47): Conclusion and Prayer

o The session concludes with the speaker summarizing that two defeaters remain to be
discussed.

o A closing prayer is offered, thanking God and asking for guidance and forgiveness.
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