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Summary
Teacher: Tom Freed
1. (0:04 - 0:26) Introduction to Defeater 4

Review of "Defeater 4" from the previous week: Faith versus reason and science. Modern belief
is that faith is based on myths, while reason and empirical observation lead to truth.

2. (0:27 - 0:37) Science and Faith Coexistence

There is a misconception that religious people do not believe in science. The speaker argues that
Christians do believe in science and in God as the greatest scientist.

3. (0:39 - 1:37) Science vs. Faith in Modern Thinking

The common belief that non-religious people accept "cold hard facts" and reject comforting
myths is challenged. Scientific methods rely on faith in some assumptions, just like religion.

4. (1:37 - 2:43) Critique of Scientism

Scientism, the belief that science is the only way to discover truth, is self-defeating because it
cannot be proven by science. Science is essential but not the sole way to grasp truth.

5. (2:43 - 3:18) Secularism and Subtraction Stories

The "subtraction story" of secularism claims to be neutral but is based on beliefs and values
requiring faith. Two assumptions of science—the rationality of the universe and reliability of
cognitive faculties—require faith.

6. (3:20 - 4:38) Science and Faith in Basic Assumptions

Science must assume many fundamental principles (like logic, other minds, and memories) that
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it cannot prove. These assumptions extend beyond science into realms like aesthetics, ethics,
and justice.

(4:40 - 6:36) Evolution, the Big Bang, and Faith in Science

Evolution and the Big Bang require a form of faith, just as Christianity does. Science cannot
prove past events like the Big Bang through observation and repetition, unlike the evidence for
biblical events like the resurrection of Christ.

(6:36 - 7:54) Defeater 5 - The Problem of Evil and Suffering

Introduction of "Defeater 5": Objection to God due to the existence of evil and suffering.
Encouragement to ask questions to determine if the objection is logical or experiential.

(7:54 - 9:13) Logical vs. Experiential Problem of Evil

Explanation of the logical problem (the contradiction between a loving God and suffering) and
the experiential problem (personal suffering). Both aspects of the problem are intertwined in
conversations about suffering.

(9:13 - 10:40) Inside-Out Technique and Contrasting Worldviews

Using the "inside-out" technique to explore the unbeliever’s framework and present
Christianity’s response to suffering. Buddhism and the view that suffering is an illusion are
contrasted with Christianity’s view that evil is real and must be overcome.

(10:41 - 11:17) Stoic and Fatalistic Views

Stoic philosophy, common in ancient cultures, suggests enduring suffering for glory. Christianity
shares the idea of noble suffering but rejects stoicism’s indifference to suffering.

(11:18 - 13:34) Moralistic Religious View of Suffering

Moralistic religious views suggest suffering results from personal evil actions. Christianity
teaches that suffering is not always deserved, as seen in the stories of Job and Jesus.

(13:35-14:11) Cosmic Conflict View

A dualistic view of good versus evil (e.g., "Star Wars") presents suffering as part of a cosmic
battle. Christianity teaches that God is ultimately sovereign and will triumph over evil.

(14:12 - 15:55) Secular Views on Suffering

Secular views see suffering as meaningless and life as purposeless. The secular pessimistic view
is that suffering is inescapable and life has no ultimate meaning. The secular optimistic view
claims humans create their own meaning, despite the purposeless universe.

(15:56 - 17:25) Affirming and Challenging Secular Pessimism

Secular pessimism acknowledges the reality of suffering but denies any transcendent meaning.
The view is critiqued as unlivable, as humans naturally assign meaning to their lives.
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(17:25 - 18:08) Affirming and Challenging Secular Optimism

Secular optimists find meaning in personal achievements and relationships. The critique is that
this meaning is fragile and temporary, as it depends on circumstances that can change or
disappear.

(18:09 - 19:12) Personal Meaning and the Limits of Secularism

Secular views encourage people to avoid thinking deeply about death and suffering, but this
avoidance is problematic. Christianity offers a more resilient source of meaning that transcends
personal circumstances.

(19:13 - 22:49) Christianity’s Response to Suffering

Christianity provides a lasting sense of meaning and hope, even when personal or worldly
sources of meaning fail. Faith in God offers stability and purpose through all of life’s challenges,
including suffering.

(22:51 - 23:32) Conclusion and Prayer

The session concludes with a promise to address the Christian view of suffering in more detail
next week. Closing prayer thanking God for blessings, patience, and guidance.
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