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Summary
Teacher: Tom Freed

1. (0:04 - 0:10) - Opening Remarks

◦ The speaker begins by mentioning that they are wrapping up a study with two chapters left.

2. (0:11 - 0:32) - Chapter 12 Introduction: Dealing with Defeaters

◦ The topic is addressing tough questions (defeaters) when discussing Christianity with others.

◦ Listeners are encouraged to share their own responses to these questions, acknowledging
that personal experiences may lead to better answers.

3. (0:33 - 0:58) - Handling Difficult Questions

◦ The speaker notes that questions from non-Christians often center around topics like the
problem of evil or restrictive Christian morality.

◦ Responses must be personalized, as everyone’s reasons for rejecting Christianity are unique.

4. (1:00 - 1:47) - Defeater 1: Christianity is Too Restrictive

◦ The common belief is that Christianity denies people the freedom to follow their desires and
flourish.

◦ Some perceive God as a "cosmic killjoy," making life less enjoyable by imposing restrictions.

◦ However, Christians believe true freedom comes through Christ.

5. (1:49 - 3:01) - True Freedom in Christianity

◦ Christianity is seen as offering life and abundance through Jesus (John 10).

◦ Despite restrictions, following God leads to a better and more fulfilling life compared to
sinful living.
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◦ The speaker emphasizes that Christianity provides the only true freedom, in contrast to a
life led by worldly desires.

6. (3:03 - 4:28) - Expressive Individualism

◦ Expressive individualism promotes human flourishing by following one’s heart and
rejecting external norms, but the speaker argues that this belief is flawed.

◦ First problem: It harms interpersonal relationships, as people are quick to abandon
relationships when they no longer serve self-fulfillment.

◦ Second problem: It’s impractical since individuals still rely on others to form values and
validate their identity.

7. (4:29 - 5:40) - Slavery to External Sources

◦ Third problem: Despite its promises, expressive individualism enslaves people to external
sources (friends, family, societal expectations) for validation and self-worth.

◦ Jesus teaches that everyone has a master, and true freedom comes only from submitting to
Him.

8. (5:42 - 6:40) - God’s Commandments and True Flourishing

◦ God’s commandments are designed to help people flourish, not restrict them.

◦ His rules are meant for the best life possible, as exemplified by Jesus, who followed God’s
word perfectly and lived the most virtuous life.

9. (6:41 - 7:26) - Defeater 2: Christian Sexual Ethics and Homophobia

◦ A prevalent critique is that Christian sexual ethics are dehumanizing, particularly regarding
homosexuality.

◦ The speaker references modern societal symbols and events (e.g., Olympic ceremonies) to
highlight the widespread acceptance of homosexuality and the anti-Christian sentiment.

10. (7:28 - 9:35) - Responding to Modern Sexual Ethics

◦ Society teaches people to embrace their sexual identity as part of who they are, just as they
would embrace their race or ethnicity.

◦ Christians have sometimes responded poorly to issues of sexuality, but it’s important to
approach these conversations with wisdom and tact.

◦ Love and truth must not be sacrificed, and Christians should acknowledge their past
mistakes while standing firm on biblical principles.

11. (9:35 - 10:47) - Biblical Basis for Christian Sexual Ethics

◦ The speaker explains that both Jesus and Paul reference the creation order (Genesis) when
discussing marriage, affirming that sex is meant for a man and woman within marriage.

◦ Jesus didn’t explicitly condemn homosexuality but affirmed marriage between a man and a
woman, thus excluding other forms of sexual relationships.
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◦ Paul explicitly condemns homosexuality in Romans 1:26-27, which is supported by other Old
Testament scriptures.

12. (10:48 - 12:48) - Common Misunderstandings about the Bible and Homosexuality

◦ Many people claim the Bible doesn’t address homosexuality, but there are clear references
that condemn it.

◦ The speaker notes the increasing acceptance of homosexuality in modern churches,
including gay preachers, which they see as straying from biblical teachings.

13. (12:49 - 14:30) - Crafting a Response to Sexuality Issues

◦ When discussing Christian sexual ethics, the speaker suggests referencing Matthew 19,
Genesis, and Romans to outline God’s design for marriage.

◦ Even though some might reject the Bible, the goal is to encourage understanding and
sympathy for the Christian perspective.

◦ Christians follow God’s law and should respectfully present their stance, even if it provokes
anger.

14. (14:31 - 15:48) - Following God’s Law Despite Opposition

◦ The speaker stresses that Christians are merely following God’s commands, not their own
beliefs.

◦ Though opposition to homosexuality may provoke hostility, the speaker encourages
maintaining a stance rooted in biblical teaching, as God knows what is best for everyone.

15. (15:48 - 17:00) - Discussing the Issue of Authority in Jesus' Teachings

◦ The speaker addresses a common objection to Christian teachings on sex by discussing the
authority of Jesus.

◦ A suggested approach is to ask if disbelief in Jesus' resurrection stems from disagreement
with His teachings on marriage, often leading to a discussion of the resurrection itself.

◦ This strategy aims to shift the conversation from moral objections to the foundational issue
of Jesus' authority and resurrection, which are central to Christian faith.

16. (17:02 - 18:18) - Evidence of Jesus' Resurrection and the Role of Emotions

◦ The speaker mentions that belief in Jesus is based not only on faith but also on substantial
evidence, including historical accounts and creation itself.

◦ They caution that non-believers’ rejection of Jesus may not be purely logical but also
influenced by emotional and moral resistance, such as the desire for autonomy and control
over their lives (e.g., atheists like Thomas Nagel).

17. (18:19 - 19:04) - Avoiding Strictly Rational Appeals

◦ The speaker emphasizes that in discussing Jesus' authority, it’s essential to recognize the
emotional and moral struggles people have with the idea of submitting to Jesus as Lord.
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◦ A rational appeal to accept Jesus' authority may still require circling back to topics like
Christian sexual ethics, as emotions and personal beliefs often play a significant role in these
discussions.

18. (19:05 - 20:11) - The Bible’s Higher Calling on Sexuality

◦ The speaker acknowledges that Christian views on sexuality may seem outdated or
restrictive in modern society.

◦ The Bible offers a higher, more sacred view of sex, which contrasts with society’s permissive
attitude, summarized by the mantra “if it feels good, do it.”

◦ The underlying issue in all sin is the rejection of God’s authority, choosing to follow personal
desires instead.

19. (20:12 - 21:10) - Moral Decline and the Consequences of Rebellion

◦ The speaker reflects on the moral decay in society, especially related to sexual sin,
comparing the current state to past generations.

◦ They argue that all sin, no matter the degree, stems from prioritizing self over God, and this
posture has led to humanity’s ongoing moral decline since Adam and Eve.

20. (21:11 - 22:21) - God’s Desire for Restoration

◦ Despite humanity’s rebellion, God’s desire is for reconciliation, not punishment. Jesus’
message is about restoring the relationship between God and humanity.

◦ God’s opposition is not focused on any specific sin, but rather on everything that disrupts
His creation’s order and humanity’s relationship with Him.

◦ Human sexuality is part of God’s good plan, designed for either marriage between a man
and a woman or a life of singleness, both requiring discipline and obedience.

21. (22:22 - 23:20) - Challenges of Sexual Discipline and Grace

◦ Sexual desires, whether in marriage or singleness, can lead to temptation, but Christians are
called to remain disciplined in these areas.

◦ Even when individuals deviate from God’s intended path, grace and redemption are always
available through Jesus, offering forgiveness for those who repent.

22. (23:22 - 24:04) - Struggles and Temptations in Relationships

◦ The speaker acknowledges the challenges faced in both married and single life, including
temptations that can lead to infidelity or loneliness.

◦ Despite these struggles, Christians can find forgiveness and renewal through repentance,
knowing that Jesus will always forgive their mistakes.

23. (24:05 - 25:00) - Finding True Life in Jesus

◦ True life comes from saying no to personal desires and yes to Jesus, trusting that His way is
better, even when it feels difficult.
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◦ Following Jesus may feel like self-denial at times, but ultimately, it is the only path to a truly
fulfilled life.

24. (25:01 - 25:36) - Upcoming Topic: Defeater 3 - Hypocrisy in the Church

◦ The speaker previews the next session, which will address the criticism that Christians are
hypocrites, a common objection based on how the Church and individual Christians have
acted throughout history.

◦ Many people are hostile toward the Church because of perceived hypocrisy, and this will be
discussed in the next chapter.

25. (25:36 - 26:05) - Homosexuality and Social Change

◦ The speaker mentions the rise of militant advocacy for homosexuality, which they argue has
led to moral decay, especially as it influences children and societal norms.

◦ This issue will be discussed further as part of the challenge that Christians face in today’s
society.

26. (26:07 - 27:09) - Closing Prayer

◦ The session ends with a prayer asking for strength to stay on the path of faith, to effectively
share Christian teachings, and to help those who are struggling with sickness and personal
challenges.

◦ Specific individuals in the congregation are mentioned, with requests for healing and
guidance through difficult times. The prayer closes with thanks and a request for protection
throughout the week.
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