
 
Tour Guide Notes: Trinity 

Lesson 7 – Sociology: The Divine Imprint 
 
In this tour and in the ones to follow, we are emphasizing the “roles” within the Triune nature of 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We have done so to highlight its imprint upon the social 
order that He has created. In doing so, however, it is possible that someone may wrongly begin 
to perceive the persons of the Trinity as separate beings. They are not. 
 
One must never lose sight of the reality that God is One—one in essence and being. He exists in 
three persons, yet each is fully and wholly God. The Son is fully God, not a separate God. The 
Holy Spirit is fully God, not a separate being. So God is truly one in essence because each person 
of the Trinity is one in essence with the other.  
 
But, God is not only one in essence, but He is one in unity. The three persons of the Trinity exist 
in complete oneness. Each person of the Trinity carries out a unique role and performs unique 
operations, yet they remain one in essence and one in unity. This is the nature of the eternal God.  
 
All of this is mysterious, yes. But not so mysterious that we cannot comprehend its reality. The 
“mystical union” that exists within the Triune nature of God has also been impressed upon His 
creation. I do not understand how the flesh and the spirit within me are joined together. I do not 
understand how my wife and I have become “one flesh”. I do not understand how the Spirit of 
God can dwell within me and somehow be united with me. Paul cries out in reference to these 
matters and calls it a “profound mystery”.  
 
So, when we refer to the Son being in submission to the Father, we are referring to the 
relationship that exists between the second “person” of the Trinity and the first “person” of the 
Trinity. When we refer to the Holy Spirit “proceeding” from the Father and the Son, we are 
referring to the unique operation that the Father and the Son carry out and the implied 
relationship that exists between the Holy Spirit and the Father and the Son. Yet, we are dealing 
with one God, one Being, one in essence and unity. 
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