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Tour Guide Notes: Why Not Start With God?
Lesson 4 — Theology: Who is God?

I have been asked this question a number of times. We attempted to answer it in the DVD, but it
was way too brief, and it demands a more detailed response.

We actually began with God in Tour 1. If you recall, we were dealing with the critical
importance of truth, examining the very clear declaration by Jesus that the reason He was born
was to testify to the truth. We established the reality that the primary battle that rages around us
and within us is the battle between truth and lie. We then made the point that the ultimate source
of truth is the very character, nature and being of God, and that the forces of evil, in reality, are
ultimately arrayed against who He is. It was in this context that we pointed out that all of our
tours were going to follow one central theme: “gazing upon His face”.

In Tour 2, we took note of the two presuppositions of our worldview: 1) that God exists and 2)
that He has revealed Himself to us. That revelation, through His creation and through His Word,
provided for us the fundamental answers to all of the critical philosophical questions of life. We
examined, in contrast, the wandering futility of those who attempt to answer those questions
without Him and the deep ethical consequences of that position. We paused briefly to look at the
nature of God to discover that His laws are not capricious, but an expression of His character.

In Tour 3, we spent most of our time dealing with man, who he really is, the state that he is in,
and the true solution to His problem. We began with God’s creation of man, the separation that
occurred between God and man at the Fall, the glorious work that Christ under took to redeem us
from the curse of death, and the promised glory that awaits those who are His. We ended by
noting the inability for those who deny God to have any basis for ethical notions or even ethical
language. The problem of evil is a greater problem for those who stand opposed to the reality of
God than for us.

In fact, every tour will focus upon God. In Tour 5, we will deal with Science. But we will begin
with the reality that the heavens declare His glory and that all of science is meaningless without
the beginning notion that we live in a rational, ordered universe rather than a random,
purposeless one. In Tour 6, History, we will gaze upon the Sovereignty of God to comprehend
that we are part of His larger story and not just one of a billion other pitiful creatures fighting to
make our own little script successful. Tour 7 through 12 will take us on a fascinating tour that
will examine one jewel after another, each pointing to some aspect of God’s nature.
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So, we did begin with God and we will end with God. And we will look upon Him everywhere
in between. But, to be honest, Tour 4 comes after one, two, and three, primarily because we live
in a culture that has so bought the lies of the world, that we are not able to deal directly with the
question “who is God” without some preparation. As the Old Testament priests underwent a
lengthy ritual before they entered the Holy of Holies, so too, we must often prepare our hearts
and minds before we engage this awesome question.

In the end, my prayer is that we will daily ask this question and daily seek its answer: “Who are
you, O Lord?”
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