
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 4 

LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES (1) 

INTRODUCTION: 

Chapters 2 and 3 contain the seven le;ers to the churches in Asia. They all have the same 
general form. Jesus, the author, describes himself and then proceeds to commend the church in the area 
or areas where they merit it. There then follows a declaraGon of the guilt of that church. That is, the 
specific area of trespass which he feels he must deal with. There is no doubt that the principles dealt 
with in these le;ers are to be remembered by the Church of God of any age. In verse 23 Jesus claims 
that the judgement on Jezebel and her followers is to be a standing lesson to “all the churches.”  

And if it be true that the Old Testament was wri;en for our learning (Romans 15:4) it cannot be 
otherwise with these epistles. These seven le;ers follow the form of ordinary le;ers in the first century. 
NoGce the following ingredients in each one.  

1. SalvaGon.  

2. Self-DesignaGon (who is the writer).  

3. CommendaGon (when there can be one). 

4. CondemnaGon (when there must be one).  

5. Warning.  

6. ExhortaGon.  

7. Promise.  

We will follow a set procedure in approaching each le;er. We will first discuss the city in which 
the church was located. Second, we will discuss what Jesus (the Spirit) told each one. Third, we will list 
lessons we can learn from the le;er. 

LESSON TEXT: RevelaGon 2:1-17; Acts 19-20; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Numbers 22-25:4; 31:16.  

LESSON AIM: To discover the strengths and failings of the first three churches in RevelaGon chapter two.  

LESSON PREVIEW: You will . . .  

1. See that the church at Ephesus was loyal in doctrine and pracGce, but lacking in their love – 
their moGvaGon was wrong.  

2. See that Smyrna was poor in worldly possessions, yet rich in spiritual character and blessings – 
they must conGnue to be faithful unto death.  

3. Learn that many good things are said about Pergamum. They have one major defect that must 
be solved. They are allowing ChrisGan doctrine to be compromised. It must stop. Only those who 
repent will be accepted by the Lord. 

THE EPHESUS CHURCH (2:1-7)  



The Ephesian church was loyal in doctrine and pracGce, but lacking in love.  

A. The City – Its CharacterisJcs: the First and Greatest City of Asia Minor  

1. The greatest harbor in Asia. Large caravans of camels brought their goods to Ephesus to be 
shipped to Rome. This made Ephesus the wealthiest city of Asia Minor.  

2. Ephesus had three great poliGcal disGncGons:  

a. It was a free city – a miniature Rome.  

b. It was a judicial city.  

c. It was a “fun” city – the yearly games were held here.  

3. Ephesus was the center of the worship of Diana (Artemis).  

4. Ephesus’ populaGon, like most great ports was very mixed. This is probably one reason for it 
being the center of crime and immorality.  

5. The city is in ruins today – nothing on the ancient site.  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (2:1-7)  

1. The church at the first (Acts 19 – 20; Ephesians 1:15).  

a. One of great faith – enough to burn all their magical books and to buck the Gde of public 
senGment by refusing to go any longer to the temple of Artemis.  

b. One of deep love for:  

1) God (Acts 19:1-41).  

2) Paul (Acts 20:17-38).  

3) Each other (Ephesians 1:15).  

4) The lost – Proven by their growth in numbers and spirit (Ephesians 4:1-16).  

2. The church in RevelaGon.  

a. The salutaGon (v. 1a): The angel.  

b. The self-designaGon (v. 1b): Him who. . .  

1) “. . .holds the seven stars” – In control of their spirits.  

2) “. . .walks among . . . lamp-stands” – In control of their world.  

c. The commendaGon (vs. 2-3,6): Five in number.  

1) An acGve church – “I know your deeds.”  

2) A toiling church – “I know your hard work.”  

3) A persistent church – “I know your perseverance.”  



4) An intolerant church – “Cannot tolerate wicked men, . . . tried those who claim to be 
apostles, . . . hate the pracJces of the Nicolaitans.”  

5) A consistent church – “Persevered, endured hardship for my name, . . . not grown 
weary.”  

d. The condemnaGon (v. 4): “You have le[ your first love.”  

1) Read again Acts 20:36-38; Ephesians 1:15.  

2) They were not doctrinally wrong, but the spark was gone!  

e. The warning (v. 5): Revival or Removal. The advice:  

1) Remember – when love was afire.  

2) Repent – of allowing the world to cool your ardor.  

3) Repeat – the things that love caused and that caused love. 

f. The exhortaGon (v. 7a): Listen (pay heed) to the Spirit.  

g. The promise (v. 7b): Eternal life in God’s garden.  

1) To him that overcomes – we overcome by keeping his works unto the end, 
thus, death (cf. 2:26).  

2) Tree of life – offers eternal life (cf. Genesis 3:22). 

THE SMYRNA CHURCH (2:8-11)  

The persecuted saints in Smyrna were encouraged to be faithful unto death. 

A. The City – Its CharacterisJcs  

1. A center of emperor worship. Emperor worship, normally, was not a demand for exclusive 
religious faith but was simply a test of poliGcal loyalty. But, to the ChrisGan, there was only one 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  

2. A center of Jewish people and influence. They were so militant against ChrisGanity that they 
put Polycarp to death on the Sabbath and gathered the sGcks to burn him. All of this was in total 
violaGon of their law.  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (2:8-11)  

1. The salutaGon (v. 8a). “The angel of the church.”  

2. The self-designaGon (v. 8b). “Him who . . .”  

a. “. . . is the first and last.” Always present.  

b. “. . . died and lived again.” Un-threatened by anything.  

3. CommendaGon (vs. 9-10a). You are rich! In spite of:  

a. AfflicGons.  



b. Poverty.  

c. Slander.  

d. Coming persecuGon.  

e. Coming imprisonment.  

f. Certain death (martyrdom).  

NOTE: He adds a postscript that makes everything all right – “but thou art rich.” Word means plutocrat 
(filthy rich).  

4. CondemnaGon – None.  

5. Warning (v. 10a). ConGnue to “. . .be faithful unto death” – PROS – leading toward or in view 
of (death). Thus, it is faithfulness that leads to death.  

6. ExhortaGon (v. 11a). ConGnue to listen to the Spirit.  

7. Promise (vs. 10b, 11b).  

a. The crown of life (v. 10b). Victory with Jesus. The STEPHANOS:  

1) The victor’s crown, a symbol of triumph in the games or some such contest; 
hence, by metonymy, a reward or prize.  

2) A token of public honor for disGnguished service, military prowess, etc., or of 
nupGal joy, or festal gladness, especially at the Parousia of kings. (Vine, Vol. 
1,p.258).  

b. Eternal life (v. 11b). Victory over death. “. . .overcomes . . . not hurt of second death” 
– again, overcomes means to keep his works unto the end, thus, death (2:26). Why will 
he not be hurt of the second death? Because he has taken part in the first resurrecGon 
(20:6). You die like Jesus on the cross, but you will live and reign with Christ. 

THE PERGAMUM CHURCH (2:12-17)  

The church in Pergamum was guilty of and warned against toleraGng the doctrine of compromise.  

A. The City: Its CharacterisJcs  

1. The capitol city of the Roman province and, therefore, a center of emperor worship. Satan’s 
power!  

2. The intellectual center of the province. Satan’s mind!  

3. The medical center of the province. They worshiped the God of healing whose symbol was a 
serpent wrapped around a cross. Satan’s sign!  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (vs. 12-17)  

1. The salutaGon (v. 12a): “The angel of the church.”  

2. The self-designaGon (v. 12b): “Him who has . . . the sharp double-edged sword.” The Fearsome 
Warrior. What is “the sharp double-edged sword?” (see) 1:16; 19:11-16.  



a. It is used to judge and make war. This is not for salvaGon, thus not the gospel.  

b. We know what the sword is in Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12, because they tell 
what it is. c. John, in like manner, tells what it is, thus, when we see the sword in 
RevelaGon we are going to look for judgment. 

3. CommendaGon (v. 13). In spite of living where Satan has his throne.  

a. “You remain true to my name” – Loyalty!  

b. “You did not renounce your faith in me” – Faithfulness!  

c. “You suffered unJl death” – Endurance! NOTE: DefiniGon of martyr or witness. Greek: 
MARTUS – a witness. “One who avers, or can aver, what he himself has seen or heard 
or knows by any other means” (Thayer, p. 392a).  

In an ethical sense, those are called martures easou, who, aoer his example have proved the strength 
and genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a violent death (Acts 22:20; RevelaGon 2:23; 17:6) 
Thayer, p. 392b.  

4. CondemnaGon (v. 14). Tolerant of compromise.  

a. The teaching of Balaam (Read Numbers 25:1-4 and 31:16).  

1) Eat food sacrificed to idols.  

2) Commit sexual immorality.  

b. The teaching of the Nicolaitans. Another sect, probably GenGles, who also taught 
compromise in order to further material safety.  

5. Warning (v. 16). Repent or face Jesus and His sword.  

6. ExhortaGon (v. 17a). Listen to the Spirit.  

7. Promise (v. 17b).  

a. Hidden manna – that is Christ himself (John. 6:3, 38), that spiritual sustenance which 
the world cannot understand. All needs supplied from above. 

b. White stone – Pergamum engaged in the mining of white stone and the use of it as a 
commercial product. The use of a piece of this stone with a name on it was varied. Here 
are four:  

1) Given to a man who was tried and acqui;ed.  

2) Given to a man freed of slavery and made a ciGzen.  

3) Given to a winner of a contest to show he had overcome opposiGon.  

4) Given to warriors coming back from victory. Put all these together and you 
see the ChrisGan.  

a) Acqui;al from accusaGon.  

b) Freedom from all slavery.  



c) Acceptance by ruler.


