
Apprecia(ng our Mothers  

(Ephesians 6:2) 

The Bible places a strong emphasis on families.  

It is the family unit that brings stability and security to a person’s life, especially a child’s life So, 
parents are very special people, and it is important that we appreciate them, especially mothers. 

 And in many ways, that’s why we have mother’s day. A li=le boy forgot his lines in a S.S. 
presenta>on. His mother was in the front row to prompt him. She gestured and formed the words 
silently with her lips, but it didn’t help. Her son’s memory went totally blank. Finally, she leaned forward 
and whispered the cue, “I am the light of the World.” The boy’s face lit up and with great feeling and a 
loud and clear voice he said, “My mother is the light of the World.”  

Although, the boy got the Bible verse slightly wrong, we can forgive him for thinking that 
mothers are special, and we need to appreciate them.  

One lady said these thoughIul words about her mother: “In the week before my mother died, I 
held her hands, and saw them become frail and bony. But I remembered them as they had been in life--
strong and capable, wielding a shovel or an embroidery needle, holding my hand as I walked to Kindy 
long ago. As she lay there in her last days, I looked at her hands, held them, and remembered how those 
hands had some>mes held onto me.”  

This lady had a special mum, and it seems that she appreciated her in many ways as she lay 
there on her death bed. 

A small boy invaded the lingerie sec>on of a big department store and shyly presented his 
problem to the salesclerk. “I want to buy my mom a present of a slip,” he said, “but I don’t know what 
size she wears.” The clerk said, “It would help to know if your mom is short or tall, fat or skinny.” She’s 
just perfect,” beamed the li=le boy, so the clerk wrapped up a size thirty-four for him. Two days later 
mum came to the store herself and changed it to a size fiPy-two.  

In the eyes of this small boy, his mum was perfect. Yes, mothers are special, and we need to 
appreciate them. In fact, the Bible says, “Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment 
with promise; that it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth” (Eph 6:2).  

Honor here refers to an aXtude....it’s an aXtude of respect. As someone said, “Honor means to 
hold your parents in the highest regard.” But also, I believe „honor‟ includes an aXtude of apprecia>on, 
praise, and thankfulness. To honor our parents....to hold them in the highest regard means we 
appreciate them...we are thankful to them. Do you appreciate your parents? Do you appreciate your 
mother? Some>mes, we think they are too restric>ve...too harsh....too demanding. But what would we 
do without our parents...our mothers? 

So, this morning I want to encourage you to show your apprecia>on to your parents, especially 
your mother on this mother’s day. Now, to encourage you, I want to look at some biblical reasons why 
we need to appreciate our parents, especially our mothers. The first reason we need to appreciate our 
parents, especially mothers, is because....  

1. They are God’s giD to us In Genesis 1:27-28, it says, “So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God, He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said 
to them, „Be fruiIul and mul>ply; fill the earth and subdue it.‟”  



a. Also in Genesis 2:24, it says, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” As someone said, “God ordained the family unit as a 
place of companionship and propaga>on...a place of socializa>on and learning...a place of stability and 
security....and a place of refuge and shelter.”  

b. And when the family unit func>ons as God intended it to func>on, we will see our parents as 
God’s giP to us...we will appreciate them, honor them, and respect them. I suppose I didn’t realize this 
un>l I became a Chris>an, but when I look back now I am thankful for my parents, Because they brought 
me up in a stable and secure environment....when life got too hard, home was a place of refuge and 
shelter. The second reason we need to appreciate our parents, especially mothers is because... 

2. They care for us, physically In Proverbs 31:27, the Bible talks about a Godly mother, and it says, “She 
watches over the affairs of her house and does not eat the bread of idleness.” Many mothers have 
devoted their en>re lives to the home and the care of their children. An old saying says this “Man works 
from sun to sun, but a woman’s work is never done.”  

a. You know, this is so true in many homes....it seems that mothers are the hardestworking 
people in the world! They do so much for us. For example: Washing our clothes, ironing, folding and 
puXng them away. Cleaning the house, we lived in. OPen, cleaning the rooms that we messed up. 
PuXng away our toys that we leP out. Picking up behind us.  

b. Prodding us to do be=er in life and in school. Helping us with our homework. Making us do 
our homework. Teaching us responsibility by giving us certain chores to do. Advising us about all of life 
(work, morals, da>ng, etc.) Comfor>ng us in >mes when we were hurt physically or emo>onally. 
Disciplining us for our bad behavior (which meant being spanked in various ways and with various tools 
or being verbally reprimanded). Forgiving us for our bad behavior. (Where would we be without our 
mother’s forgiveness?) 

The third reason we need to appreciate our parents, especially mothers is because...  

3. They care for us, spiritually As James Keller said, “Every mother has the breath-taking privilege of 
sharing with God in the crea>on of new life.” And when God places a child or children in your arms, His 
will for you is to bring them up in a home where they will know God, His Word, and Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour and Lord. T 

a. his is one of the greatest privileges a parent can have...to impart spiritual truth to their 
children. As the Bible says, “You shall teach them diligently [i.e.., God “sword] to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, or, when you lie down, and when 
you rise up” (Deut 6:7).  

b. The Bible encourages every parent to impart spiritual truth to their child or their children....”
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).  

c. Dwight D. Eisenhower said this of his mother, “My saintly mother taught me a devo>on to God 
and a love of country which have ever sustained me in my many lonely and bi=er moments of decision in 
distant and hos>le lands. To her, I yield a son’s reverent thanks.” It was his mother’s spiritual training that 
encouraged Eisenhower to serve God and his country. 

Dr G. Campbell Morgan had 4 sons and they were all preachers. Someone once came into the 
drawing room when all the family was there. They thought they would see what Howard, one of the 
sons, was made of so they asked him this ques>on: “Howard, who is the greatest preacher in your 



family?” Howard had a great admira>on for his father, and he looked straight across at him and then 
without a moment’s hesita>on he answered, “My mother.”  

a. So oPen, mothers are the ones who impart spiritual truth to their children. Bill Fix said this of 
his mother, “I will not forget the day the doctors told us that Mum had terminal cancer. I was devastated 
by that news. Things did not seem to change for Mum, though. Whenever I visited her she was busy 
cooking or baking, doing a load of clothes, or sewing or working on something else. As she worked, she 
hummed a tune that seemed so beau>ful to me. I will never forget when I spoke with her about the 
cancer.  

(1) She was so calm. She told me that this was not really her home. She said she had a 
home in Heaven and that she would be going there soon. She told me not to worry, that she 
would be all right. Although that brought tears to my eyes, she con>nued to hum. I saw a beauty 
in my mother that I had never seen before. In her afflic>on she had become radiant. When she 
died, she was 59 years old. I have replayed her words many >mes:  

(2) This is not my home. I have a home in Heaven. I’ll be all right.‟ She is at her eternal 
home today. Since that >me, I have become a pastor of a church where I have had an 
opportunity to see many people, like Mum, go to another home. As I minister to many of them, I 
am reminded of her — afflicted, yet radiant.” All these men appreciated the spiritual input of 
their mothers. 

b. Our parents not only care for us physically, but also they care for us spiritually. Sadly though, 
many parents today only care for their children physically and not spiritually. We are more concerned 
about the physical than the spiritual....and yet it is the spiritual training that we set a firm founda>on for 
their adult lives...we can influence our children so much in this area. The fourth reason why we need to 
appreciate our parents, especially mothers is because...  

4. They love us fervently I was reading the story of Solomon Rosenberg and his family. And this true 
story came out of WW2 and the holocaust....and we all realize that the holocaust took the lives of 
millions of people....this story illustrates a mother’s love.  

a. Solomon Rosenberg and his wife and their two sons and his mother and father were arrested 
& placed in a Nazi concentra>on camp. It was a labor camp, & the rules were simple. "As long as you can 
do your work, you are permi=ed to live. When you become too weak to do your work, then you are 
exterminated."  

b. Rosenberg watched his mother and father marched off to their deaths, and knew that next 
would be his youngest son, David, because David had always Rosenberg watched his mother & father 
marched off to their deaths, & he been a frail child. Every evening Rosenberg came back into the 
barracks aPer his hours of labor & searched for the faces of his family. When he found them they would 
huddle together, embrace one another, & thank God for another day of life. 

c. One day Rosenberg came back & didn’t see those familiar faces. He finally discovered his 
oldest son, Joshua, in a corner, huddled, weeping, & praying. He said, "Josh, tell me it’s not true." Joshua 
turned & said, "It is true, poppa. Today David was not strong enough to do his work. So, they came for 
him." "But where is your mother?" asked Mr. Rosenberg. "Oh poppa," he said, "When they came for 
David, he was afraid & he cried. Momma said, `There is nothing to be afraid of, David,‟ & she took his 
hand & went with him."  



d. When I read this story, it made me realize that a mother’s love for her child is very special. But 
when I thought about it even more, I realized that there is someone who loves us more than our 
parents, and His name is Jesus Christ....Christ died for us so that we can experience God’s love. You know, 
God’s love in our lives make all the difference.  

(1) It is God’s love in a child’s life that enables that child to see his or her parents as 
God’s giP to them.  

(2) It is God’s love in a parent’s life that enables a parent to care physically and spiritually 
for their children.  

(3)It is God’s love in a parent’s life that enables a parent to love their children as God 
intended them to love them.  

(4)And it is through Jesus Christ we can acquire God’s love, and when we acquire God’s 
love, we are able to love as God would love....as the Bible says, “Let us love one another, for love 
is of God” (1 John 4:7). 

e. Jean Barron spent several years living in a li=le mobile home that was pre=y dilapidated. She 
tells about raising her kids in that kind of environment. Then one day her son came home and 
announced that his best friend had run away from home.  

f.  Jean Barron said, “I looked at my child and said, „I don’t understand. He lives in such a nice 
house and seems to have everything any child could ever want.  

g. Why did he run away?‟” Her son answered, “Well, in their home they have a lot of 
environment, but not very much love. In our home we have lots of love, but not very much 
environment.”  

A parent’s love makes a difference. 

Conclusion: We need to appreciate our parents, especially our mothers. Why? Because they are 
God’s giP to us...they care for us physically and spiritually....and they love us fervently. Let’s show them 
our apprecia>on today But remember that God loves us more than our parents, and when we 
experience God’s love through Jesus Christ, we will appreciate our parents and we will be thankful for 
them


