
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 3 

INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST VISION 

Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION: 

 Chapter One is an introduc1on to the rest of the book. It is wri8en to emphasize that 
what is to be read is nothing less than the express word of God. It is not only the word of God, 
but it is given just when it is needed for “. . . the >me is at hand.” Its three co-authors are 
claimed to be no less than the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This again underlines the divine 
origin of the le8er. The a8ributes of these three are characteris1cs for which the saints will have 
reason to be thankful in the days ahead. John claims the le8er was the direct commission from 
heaven. He is told explicitly by Jesus to “. . . write in a book what you see and send it to the 
seven churches.” 

Our lesson text is Revela>on 1:1-20; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Daniel 7:13-14.  

Our lesson aim is to discover something about the book, its writer, and its Author, the 
Risen Christ in the midst of the lamp stands.  

In our Lesson preview We will . . .  

1. Learn the des1na1on, content, source, effect, and judgment of the message 
about to be received.  

2. Learn who the writer is, examine his right to speak, and see his rela1onship to 
the readers.  

3. Get a picture of the risen Christ by learning 12 1tles describing Him.  

4. Understand that a blessing is pronounced on all who read, hear, and keep the 
things wri8en in the book of Revela1on. 

I. WHO ARE THE BLESSED?  

1. Those who read, hear, and keep the words of this prophecy (1:3).  

2. Those who die in the Lord (14:13).  

3. Those who watch and keep their garments (16:15).  

4. Those called to the marriage supper of the Lamb (19:9).  

5. Those who have part in the second resurrec1on (20:6).  

6. Those who keep the sayings of this prophecy (22:7).  
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7. Those who do His commands (22:14).  

II. THE INTRODUCTION (1:1-8)  

A blessing is pronounced upon those who read, hear, and keep the things wri8en in this book. 

A. Pronouncement of Blessing (vs. 1-3)  

1. The nature of the book (v. 1). 

 a. Uncovering – Apocalypse. 

 b. Immediate – Soon to come to pass. 

 c. Symbolic – By the Angel.  

2. The source of the book (v. 2). 

 a. Word of God.  

 b. Tes1mony of Jesus.  

3. The outcome of the book (v. 3a). To make one to be a:  

a. Lector – read aloud.  

b. Auditor – understand.  

c. Disciple – treasure and follow.  

B. The Message (vs. 4-7)  

1. Des>na>on of the Message (v. 4a).  

a. Seven real congrega1ons in seven real ci1es.  

b. Typical of all churches in the world. “. . .hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).  

2. Content of the message (v. 4b). – Blessing comes before visions.  

a. Grace – The greatness of the undeserved gi_s of God to man. Read Romans 
3:21-31; Ephesians 2:1-10; Titus 2:11-12; 3:4-7.  

b. Peace – The harmony which is restored between God and man through Jesus 
Christ. Read Romans 5:1-5; Ephesians 2:12 -22; Romans 8:1-39.  

3. Source of the message (vs. 4c-5).  

a. Eternal God – “. . .who is, and was, and is to come” denotes the self-existence 
of God. Compare Exodus 3, “the eternally exis>ng one.”  
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b. Seven Spirits – The Holy Spirit of God.  

1) Perhaps, simply indicates perfec1on.  

2) An allusion to Isaiah 11:2 of the seven-fold work of the Spirit – but one 
Spirit. 

3) This book wri8en to the seven churches and the church is the 
habita1on of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16).  

c. Jesus Christ.  

1) Faithful witness – the only one on whom we can rely.  

2) Firstborn from the dead – “the one who has priority to, and 
preeminence over crea>on, not in the sense of being the first to be 
born” (W.E. Vine, Vol. II, p. 104).   

3) Ruler of the kings of the earth – Definite allusion to Psalms 2; 89; 110. 

 NOTE: How does He rule the na1ons?  

a) By appointment (Daniel 2:20-21). 

 b) Through na1ons (Isaiah 10:5-7; Jeremiah 5:51; Habakkuk 1). 

 c) By four means (Ezekiel 14:21): – Sword – Wild beasts – Famine 
– Plague  

d) Through saints’ prayers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).  

4. Effect of the message (vs. 5-6). 

 a. Love – Con1nual ac1on.  

b. Freedom from sin – Past ac1on with con1nuing result. God’s love con1nues to 
shine from the cross to a sinful world.  

c. Royal service – Corona1on and appointment leads to func1on.  

d. Holy praise – The purpose of God’s eternal plan.  

5. Judgment of the Message (v. 7).  

a. Visible judgement. 

b. Sorrowful judgment.  

c. Certain judgement.  

C. An Admoni>on to Trust God (v. 8) Five reasons given for this trust. He is:  
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1. Alpha and Omega – Absolute Completeness.  

2. Lord – Master of Universe.  

3. God – Creator.  

4. Eternal self-existent One. Who is, who was, who is to come.  

5. The Almighty – The Ruler of all rulers. (The word Almighty is from the Greek 
PANTOKRATOR which describes the one who is in dominion over all things, controls all 
things, and holds all things in his grasp.) 

III. INTRODUCTORY VISION – THE SON OF MAN IN THE MIDST OF THE LAMP-STANDS (1:9-20) 

A. Gree>ngs from the Writer (v. 9) 

1. John’s right to speak – Brotherhood and fellowship.  

2. John’s Depth of concern:  

a. Tribula1on – Pressure. Like grinding wheat or pressing grapes it appears to 
destroy but actually refines for be8er use.  

b. Kingdom – Spiritual realm.  

c. Pa1ence – Gives courage. The kind that can take the suffering of the moment 
and transfer it to victory. 

 3. The place of John’s concern – In Christ. He will enable us to endure to the end as long 
as we depend on him for our strength.  

4. John’s loca1on – On Patmos. His loyalty to Christ exiled him for punishment. 

 B. The Power Base of the Writer (vs. 10-11)  

1. In the Spirit – He was carried out of the world of space and 1me and carried into the 
world of eternity and God. Read Ezekiel 3:12; 8:3.  

2. On the Lord’s Day – Not the Old Testament “day of the Lord” but the day belonging to 
the Lord, or devoted to the Lord. The first day of the week (the first reference in 
literature to the Lord’s Day). 

 C. The Picture of the Risen Christ (vs. 12-18)  

1. His place (v. 12) – Standing among the churches.  

2. His dress (v.13).  

a. Long garment – Robe of the king (1 Samuel 18:4; 24:5, 11; Ezekiel 26:16).  

b. Golden sash – Ephod of the High Priest (Exodus 28:4; 29:5). 
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3. His Titles (vs. 14-18).  

a. The Eternal One (v. 14a) “. . .head and hair white as wool” (Daniel 7:9).  

b. The Omniscient One (v. 14b) “. . .eyes like flaming fire” (Daniel 10:6; John 
2:25).  

c. The Judge (v. 15a) “. . . feet like bronze glowing in a furnace” (Ezekiel 1:7).  

d. The Word Of Jehovah (v. 15) “. . . voice. . .rushing waters” (Ezekiel 43:2).  

e. The Provident One (v. 16a) “. . . right hand. . . stars” (Job 38:31).  

f. The Vindicator (v.16b) “. . . mouth . . . two-edged sword” (Isaiah 11:4; 49:2).  

g. The Glorious One (v. 16c) “. . . face . . . sun shining . . . strength” (Judges 5:31).  

h. The One To Be Worshiped (v. 17a) “. . . fell down at feet . . . dead” (Ezekiel 
1:28; 3:23).  

i. The Comforter (v. 17b) “. . . fear not . . .” (Ma8hew 14:27; 17:6-7). 

 j. The Omnipresent One (v. 17c) “. . . First and Last” (Isaiah 44:6; 48:12). 

 k. The Ever-Living One (v.18a). “I am the living one” (Joshua 3:10; Psalm 42:2; 
Hebrews 1:10).  

l. The Conqueror of Death (v. 18b). “I have the keys of death and of Hades” 
(Psalm 9:13; 107:18; Isaiah 38:10) 

D. Explana>on of the Vision (vs. 19-20)  

1. Commission to write (v. 19).  

2. The mystery of lamp stands and stars (v. 20). 

 a. Outer manifesta1on – the congrega1on (appearance).  

 b. Inner manifesta1on – angel (reality).
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