
"HARDENED BY DECEIT"

Hebrews 3:13

But encourage one another daily, up to what is called today; in order that not anyone of you*
may be hardened by the deception of sin.

INTRODUCTION

1. When a Christian loses his or her faith, it is a difficult thing to behold...

a. As they drift further and further away from the Lord

b. Especially when it involves a dear friend or beloved relative

2. Some might question whether the person was ever truly saved...

a. The Calvinist would so affirm, believing in "once saved, always saved"

b. While possible one was never saved, also possible is actual apostasy. 
- Hebrews 3:12-14: Beware brethren, lest there will be an evil heart of 

unbelief in anyone of you* , in withdrawing from the living God. 

But encourage one another daily, up to what is called today; in order that not 

anyone of you* may be hardened by the deception of sin. 

For* we have become companions of Christ, if indeed* we holdonto the 

beginning of our firmness steadfast till the end;

c. A believer can become an unbeliever, thereby losing any security afforded
the believer

Our text reveals that apostasy begins when the heart is "Hardened By Deception". 
That we might better understand what happens and avoid such a tragedy, let's first take 
a closer look at...

I. THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN  

A. SIN ENTRANCES...
1. There are the "passing pleasures of sin.” Hebrews 11:25: having

selected for himself to be mistreated together with the people of God 

rather than to have temporary enjoyment of sin.

a. Sin can certainly promise pleasure.

b. But such pleasure is only temporary "passing.”



c. Sin's destructive forces soon follow (social, mental, physical, 
spiritual) - Proverbs 5:8-14: Remove your way far from her 

and do not come near the door of her house, 

lest you give your honor to others and your years to the cruel, 

lest strangers be filled with your strength and your labors be in 

the house of an alien,

and you mourn at your latter end when your flesh and your body

are consumed, 

and say, How I have hated instruction and my heart despised 

reproof. 

Neither have I obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined my 

ear to those who instructed me! 

I was almost in all evil in the midst of the assembly and 

congregation.

2. There is "the deceitfulness of riches" - Matthew 13:22: And he 

who was sown among the thorns, this is he who hears the word, and 

the anxiety of this world and the deception of riches, choke the word 

and he becomes unfruitful.

a. Riches of this world promise much (pleasure, power, 
security).

b. But they are uncertain, as evidenced in times of economic 
collapse - 1Timothy 6:17: Command those who are rich in this 

current world, not to be cavalier, nor to have hope on the 

uncertainty of riches, but have hope in the living God, who is 

richly providing to us all things toward enjoyment;

c. Love of money leads one away from God, toward destruction
and sorrow - 1Timothy 6:9-10: But those who plan to be rich 

are falling into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and 

harmful lusts, which are submerging men into utter-ruin and 

everlasting destruction. 

For* the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils; of which 

some aspiring to, have been misled from the faith and they 

themselves are staked-through by many sorrows.



-- Sin entrances, but deceives with its false promises

B. SIN ENSLAVES...
1. Those who commit sin become slaves of sin - John 8:34: Jesus 

answered them, Assuredly, assuredly, I am saying to you* , Everyone 

who practices sin is the bondservant of sin.

a. Like one who becomes addicted to drugs.

b. Even those once delivered from the bondage of sin, 2 Peter 
2:19-20: They are promising them freedom, when* they 

themselves are* bondservants of corruption. For* in what {Or: 

whom} anyone has been succumbed, in this {Or: him}, he has 

also been enslaved. 

For* if, having fled away from the defilements of the world in 

the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 

having been again entangled, they are succumbed in these 

things, the last state has become worse to them than the first.

2. The bondage of sin can be overwhelming - Romans 7:14-25

a. Without Christ, the will to do good might be present, but the 
ability is no.t

b. And thus, we become slaves to sin - Romans 6:16

-- Sin enslaves, having deceived us through false promises of 
freedom

[Once enslaved to sin through the entrancement of sin, the downward spiral of 
apostasy leads toward unbelief through...]

II. THE HARDENING OF SIN  

A. SIN BLINDS...

1. Consider those who walk in the futility of their minds - Ephesians 
4:17-18: Therefore, I am saying and testifying this in the Lord: you* are to 

walk no longer as the rest of the Gentiles are also walking, in the futility of 

their mind, 

 having been darkened in their mind, having been alienated from the life of 

God because of the ignorance, which is in them, because of the hardening of 

their heart;  

a. Their understanding is darkened, they are alienated from 
God.



b. Because of their ignorance, because of their blindness

2. The same thing happens to those once saved – 2 Peter 2:20-22: 
For* if, having fled away from the defilements of the world in the full 

knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and having been again 

entangled, they are succumbed in these things, the last state has 

become worse to them than the first.

 For* it was better for them to have not known fully the way of 

righteousness, than, having fully known it, to turn back from the holy 

commandment given to them. 

But it has befallen them as the way of the true proverb, ‘The dog 

turning to his own vomit again,’ and the sow that had bathed, to 

wallowing in the mud. {Prov. 26:11}

a. They are again entangled and overcome by the pollutions of 
the world.

b. But now it is worse than before!

-- Enslaved to sin, one soon becomes blind to reality

B. SIN HARDENS...

1. Consider again those who walk in the futility of their minds 
- Ephesians 4:19,: who are apathetic, they gave themselves up to 

unbridled-lusts, * for the working of all uncleanness in greed. Verse 
22: to have placed away from yourselves the old man, according to 

your* former conduct, who is corrupt according to the lusts of 

deception;

a. They are past feeling.

b. They are given over to lewdness, moral uncleanness, 
greediness.

c. The man of sin grows corrupt according to deceitful lusts

2. The same thing happens to those once saved - Hebrews 3:12-14: 

Beware brethren, lest there will be an evil heart of unbelief in anyone of

you* , in withdrawing from the living God. 

But encourage one another daily, up to what is called today; in order 

that not anyone of you* may be hardened by the deception of sin. 

For* we have become companions of Christ, if indeed* we holdonto the 

beginning of our firmness steadfast till the end;



a. We can become hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

b. Leading to an evil heart of unbelief in departing from God.

3. Making it difficult for others to reach out to their hard hearts, as long
as they:

a. Persist in crucifying Christ afresh - Hebrews 6:4-6: For* it is 

impossible, those who were once enlightened and have tasted of

the heavenly gift and had become partakers of the Holy Spirit 

and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the 

future world 

and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again to 

repentance, because they are again crucifying for themselves the

Son of God and disgracing him.

b. Persist in sinning willfully - Hebrews 10:26-31: For* when we 

sin willfully after the receiving of the full knowledge of the truth, then 

a sacrifice is left no more for us concerning sins, 

but a certain fearful expectancy of judgment and a zeal of fire which is  

about to devour the adversaries. 10:28 Anyone who has rejected the 

Law of Moses, dies without mercy upon the word of two or three 

witnesses. {Deuteronomy 17:6} 

How much worse punishment, do you* think he will be deemed worthy

of, who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has deemed the 

blood of the covenant* in which he was sanctified as common, and has

insulted the Spirit of the grace? 

For* we know him who said, ‘Vengeance is for me. I will repay says the

Lord.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ {Deuteronomy. 

32:35-36, Psalms 135:14} 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

-- The hardening of sin can lead to a terrifying end!

CONCLUSION

1. For the alien sinner who is "Hardened By Deceit"...

a. There is still hope: the gospel of Christ!



b. That contains the power of God to save - Romans 1:16; For* I am not 

ashamed of the good-news of Christ; for* it is the power of God * for salvation

to everyone who believes; both to the Jew first and to the Greek.

c. By breaking through the bondage of sin - Romans 7:25: I am giving-

thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Then* consequently* , I myself, 

indeed, serve* the law of God with the mind, but with the flesh I serve* the 

law of sin. 

8:1-2: Consequently* now there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ 

Jesus, who are not walking according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

8:2 For* the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of

sin and of death. 

12-13: Then * consequently* , brethren, we are debtors but not to the flesh, 

not to live according to the flesh; for* if you* live according to the flesh, you* 

are about to die, but if you* slay the practices of the body in spirit, you* will 

live.

for* if you* live according to the flesh, you* are about to die, but if you* slay 

the practices of the body in spirit, you* will live.

2. For the erring Christian who is "Hardened By Deceit"...

a. There is still hope: the chastening of the Lord!

b. Who chastens that we not be condemned with the world - 1Corinthians 
11:30-32: Because of this, many among you* are weak and sick and a 

considerable number fall-asleep. 

For* if we were discerning ourselves, we would not be judged. 

But being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, that* we should not be 

condemned together with the world.

c. Because God loves His children - Hebrews 12:5-11: And you* have 

forgotten the encouragement which reasons with you* as with sons, ‘My son, 

do not regard-lightly the disciplining of the Lord, nor faint when* you are 

reproved by him; 

For * whom the Lord loves* , he disciplines, and scourges every son whom he is 

accepting.’ {Prov. 3:11-12, Job 5:17} 



It is * for disciplining that you* endure; God is dealing with you* as with sons; 

for* what is the son whom his father does not discipline? 

But if you* are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, 

consequently* , you* are illegitimate and not sons. 

Thereafter, we have indeed had the fathers of our flesh as a correctors of us, 

and we were revering them. Will we not much rather be made subject to the 

Father of spirits and live? 

For* they indeed were disciplining us * for a few days according to what did 

seem right to them, but he does it upon what is advantageous for us, * that* 

we may receive of his holiness. 

Now indeed all disciplining does not seem to be a thing of joy for the present* , 

but of sorrow; yet later it gives peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 

have been exercised because of it.

At times it may seem impossible to break through the hard hearts of loved ones that 
have been deceived by sin. But let us not underestimate the power of the gospel of 
Christ and the love of God to break those hard hearts! Let us stand ready to assist 
those who positively respond to God's grace.

In the meantime, may those whose hearts are still tender heed the admonition...

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God;

but exhort one another daily, while it is called "TODAY," lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin.

For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
steadfast to the end..." - Hebrews 3:12-14
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