
POSITIVES AND NEGATIVES

      Colossians 3:1-14

Introduction:

It has been said, "There is within every man a God-shaped vacuum which

nothing can fill but God Himself" Inherent within the human race is a longing for

purpose,  self-worth,  and  direction.  Over  the  centuries  man  has  searched  for

fulfillment in all these areas, but when God has been ignored, he has been unable

to  find  contentment  and  peace.  But  when  one  comes  to  Jesus  Christ  for

fulfillment, he does not go away disappointed. It is not enough for one to simply

cease doing evil, he must also begin to do right.

Former first lady Nancy Reagan was active in the war against drugs during

her husband’s administration. During that time period the phrase,  "Just say no"

was  popularized.  I  remember  a  specific  public  service  announcement  on  the

television,  where  a  young  man was  advising  children  "If  someone offers  you

drugs,  and you don't  want  them, just  say no." while  we certainly  praise  the

efforts of the nation to discourage drug abuse, there is a problem with the young

man’s advice. He encourages you to ‘just say no" if you don't want the drugs, but

what if you do??? Herein is the dilemma.

ln Matthew 12.43-45, Jesus told the story of an  “unclean spirit” who had

been cast out of a man and wandered through "dry places" and finally decided to

return to his “house". When he did, he found it “empty, swept, and garnished "

Then he took seven other demons more wicked than he himself and entered into

the  man.  The  conclusion  to  this  is  undeniable.  We  cannot  'Just  say  no,,  to

wickedness without filling the void in our lives with something able to keep us

from sin.

The Colossians were advised in our text "Set your affection” (mind, ASV) on

things above, and not on things on the earth." (Colossians 3:2)  There are those

who criticize faithful Gospel preachers for being too negative. Their idea of the

New Testament might be summed up in the words of the old song, "accentuate

the positive, and eliminate the negative." While it is certainly possible to overdo

the  negative  side,  one  must  be  careful  not  to  eliminate  from  God's  word

instructions that are necessary for salvation. 



The theme for this lesson is going to be "balance". Preachers of the Gospel

need to balance their preaching by not shunning to  "declare all the counsel of

God." (Acts 20:27) That includes both positive (Thou shalt...) and negative (7hou

shalt not.. ) commands in the scriptures, and both abound in the New Testament.

The young preacher was told to, “Preach the word; reprove, rebuke, and exhort

in  all  longsuffering  and  doctrine."  (II  Timothy  4:2) Of  the  three  ways  he  is

admonished to preach, two are negative, (i.e., reprove, rebuke).

The Colossians were given instructions for faithful Christian living in chapter

thee of that book. We would be wise to heed those same instructions today.

I. FIRST THE NEGATIVES:

In verses 4 and 5 of our text, Paul reminds the Colossians t they have died

to their former way of living. They are encouraged;  “Whenever Christ, who is our

life, is manifested, then you* will also be manifested together with him in glory.

3:5Therefore  mortify  your*members  which  are  upon  the  earth:  fornication,

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. (MLV) 

That means that they were to "put to death” the former desires of worldly

living. Too many times we have heard Christians complaining about what they had

to give up in order to live a faithful life in Christ This brings to mind the Israelites

in the wilderness who had forgotten their rigorous enslavement to the Egyptians

and could only think of the "flesh pots" and the "leeks" they used to eat in that

land.  What  is  it  that  we  are  pining  for,  anyway?  Do  we  not  remember  the

wickedness  of  the  world?  Paul  here  in  our  text  lists  some  of  those  wicked

practices that the Colossians needed to leave behind. We should consider these

to be negatives, (Thou shalt not's), for the Christian.

l.  Fornication, which  is  defined  as  illicit  sexual  practices  This  includes

adultery" homosexuality, etc. 

2. uncleanness, impurity/extravagance. 

3 Inordinate Affection, unbridled passion, [no lust, no inhibitions. 

4. Evil Concupiscence, Longing for wicked things, evil thoughts. 

5.  Covetousness/idolatry,  of  avarice,  or  worship  of  mammon,

(money/riches).



These things should have been put to death when the Colossians obeyed

the Gospel and buried their  old man of  sin.  (See Romans 6:1ff.)  Paul  reminds

them those in the world who do these things incur the wrath of God, (verse 6).

The Colossians, who were once a part of the world used to practice all of these

and perhaps more, (verse 7), but now they were expected to rise above them.

Paul does not accuse them of doing these, but gives them a "rebuke" (warning)

because they appear to be looking back into the world from whence they had

come. The charge he gives them is to "mortify" . We cannot be faithful Christians

and practice these things! ( I Corinthians 6:9-1 1.)

2 Peter 2:20-22, "For if  after they have escaped the defilements of the

world  by the knowledge of  the Lord and Savior  Jesus Christ,  they are  again

entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them

than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of

righteousness,  than  having  known  it,  to  turn  away  from  the  holey

commandment delivered to them. It  has happened to them according to the

true  proverb  “A  DOG  RETURNS  TO  ITS  OWN  VOMIT,  and  A  SOW  AFTER

WASHING, RETURNS TO WALLOWING IN THE MIRE.”" (NASB)

A second set of negatives is given starting with verse 8 of our text. Here

Paul  is  giving  "reproof',  or  to  casting  blame  toward  someone,  because  the

Colossians are required to  "Put off all these" To put off something, it must be

already on  "these" might refer to those "little pet sins"  we tend to cherish, or

overlook as being too trivial for God to take seriously. But we should be reminded

that " " (Habakkuk 1 : 13) The Colossians were to "put off' .

1. Anger, indignation.

2.  Wrath, like  anger  but  more  intense.  Described  as  violent  passion

"boiling up quickly and soon subsiding." (Thayer's) 

3. Malice, wickedness that shows no hesitation to break laws. 

4. Blasphemy, railing, slanderous speech against God or man. 

5. Filthy Communication, low profane speech, profanity. 

6. Lying, falsehoods, dishonesty.



The last three sins are of the tongue and caused by the first three which are

from within.  Remember the teaching of  Jesus who said,  " those things which

proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart: and they defile the man."

Matthew  15:18)  These  Colossians  needed  to  emulate  Paul  who  had  been

"crucified with Christ",  (Galatians 2:20), but  even doing all  this would not be

enough. Assuming they would "mortify"' their worldly desires and then "put off'

all  these  other  sins,  that  would  leave  them  as  a  house  "empty,  swept,  and

garnished' .

II. Let us now look at the POSITIVES: 

In verse 10, Paul reminds them that they have already  "put on the new

man",  when they were baptized into Christ. That  "new man"  was a product of

their learning of Christ, the creator and Redeemer of all mankind- Before their

conversions, the Colossians were gentiles who like the Ephesians were, “without

Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers From the

covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world." But since

their conversions they found themselves on equal footing ("The ground is level at

the foot of the Cross.")  seeing that in  Christ  "there is  neither Greek nor Jew,

circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is

all, and in all-" (Verse 11) With that introduction, Paul then *exhort them with

some positive commands, (Thou shalt's). They were to "put on".

1. Bowels of Mercies, tenderness, compassion. 

2. Kindness, moral goodness. 

3. Humbleness, modesty. 

4. Meekness, gentleness. 

5 Longsuffering, patience/steadfastness. 

6. Forbearing, meaning to "put up with" other’s quirks. 

7 . Forgiving, to pardon or show favor.

 8. Charity, love, which above all else will make all this possible for them.

They  were  to  do  this  because  they  are  the  “elect  of  God,  holy  and

beloved”. They were to take on the characteristics of their Savior, Jesus Christ.



Peter said that Jesus left ss an “example" that we should 'follow in His steps." (I

Peter 2:21) And Paul says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."

(Ephesians 2: 10)

CONCLUSION: 

Like the automobile, we were not made to run on empty. We many times

do well by removing the impurities of this world, but if we fail to fill the void with

the spiritual life, wickedness will return to find us an inviting, empty house. The

latter state will be worse than the first. 

Let us then emphasize both the positives and the negatives we find the

New Testament, so we can then know "all the counsel of God."


