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In the Beginning... Why Genesis Still Matters

Scripture Readings

1% Reading (0:04 - 0:22): Mike Mathis, Genesis 1:1: continued
everything continues as it has from the beginning of creation.

The passage notes that these scoffers overlook the fact that by
the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth

Mike read the first scripture from Genesis chapter 1 verse 1:

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

2" Reading (0:27 - 1:20): John Kessler, 2 Peter 3:3-7: was formed out of and by water, through which the world was
_John then delivered the second reading from 2 Peter later destroyed by flood. It concludes that the present heavens
chapter 3 verses 3 through 7, which warns that in the last and earth are reserved for fire by God’s word, kept for the day
days mockers will come following their own lusts, of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

questioning the promise of Christ’s coming because

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 28:58), Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(1:25 - 2:18) Sermon Introduction - Preacher Scott greeted the congregation on the morning
of May 31, 2026, expressing honor at standing before them as one of six men sharing in the
preaching ministry. He introduced the title In the Beginning: Why Genesis Still Matters, noting
that the church is studying the first 11 chapters of Genesis. Having already covered the first three
chapters, this sermon pauses to emphasize the critical importance of these opening chapters for
young people and every believer. The sermon addresses foundational truths upon which all
Christian belief rests.

(2:18 - 4:40) The Crisis of Faith Among Youth

Scott referenced Kevin Kane’s October 2019 article "Why are we losing them when they leave for
college?" which highlighted alarming statistics. Campus Renewal estimates 60 to 80 percent of
Christian young people leave their faith upon entering college. George Barna’s research, involving
22,000 adults, 2,000 teenagers, and 25 surveys, revealed that two-thirds of young people turn from
their religion during college years. Those who regularly attended Bible classes are more likely to
doubt the Bible’s accuracy, believe it contains errors from human authorship and translation,
accept gay marriage and abortion as legal, believe God used evolution, reject a young earth under
10,000 years old, think dinosaurs died before humans existed, and believe good people do not need
church. The pattern shows a direct connection between beliefs about Genesis and remaining
faithful to God. Undermining the authority of God’s Word in the beginning creates a slippery slope
that eventually undermines the entire Bible, including the cross, resurrection, and hope of heaven.
This truth applies to all believers, not just youth, as faith stands or falls on the foundation of
Scripture beginning with creation.
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(4:40 - 5:18) Approach to Genesis and Modern Cosmology

The church began its Genesis study with a plain reading of Scripture without forcing it to conform
to modern cosmology. There is a major disagreement between predominant modern cosmology and
the straightforward testimony of Scripture. This sermon diagnoses the current problem and
defends why a plain reading of Genesis is necessary rather than naive.

(5:18 - 8:37) Competing Worldviews

The world features a marketplace of competing worldviews with a population of approximately 8.3
billion as of May 2026. About 75% identify with a religion: Christianity (2.5 billion), Islam (2 billion,
fastest growing), Hinduism (1.2 billion), Buddhism (500 million), and unaffiliated non-religious
("nones" — atheists, agnostics, secular humanists) at about 1.9 billion. The culturally dominant
worldview in the West and global institutions is secular materialistic humanism blended with
postmodern thought, which assumes only nature exists, only natural explanations are valid, and
truth is socially constructed. It rejects grand metanarratives like the Bible’s story of creation, fall,
redemption, and consummation. Though not the personal belief of most people (who remain
persistently religious), this dominant view creates tension with religious majorities. In contrast, the
biblical worldview presents two realms: the observable natural realm and the spiritual realm
revealed by God, with evidence of God in creation. Hebrews 11:3 states that by faith we understand
the universe was created by the word of God so that what is seen was not made out of things
visible. Scripture declares itself the true metanarrative and God’s account of reality.

(8:37 - 13:36) The Problem of Origins and the Car Accident Analogy

The heart of the conflict concerns the problem of origins and why assumptions matter. Living in the
present, we cannot directly observe the past, so reconstructing history requires assumptions or
trustworthy testimony. Scott used a car accident analogy: arriving at a serious accident scene 30
minutes after it occurred means determining cause and fault through either forensic investigation
(assumptive historical science based on skid marks, damage, etc., using uniformitarianism and
present processes) or eyewitness testimony (revelation from someone who saw the entire event).
Applied to Genesis, evolution, deep time, and the Big Bang represent arriving millions of years later
and reconstructing via present processes and assumptions. Genesis provides the eyewitness
testimony of the Creator who was there. Both sides require faith, but the question is where faith is
placed: in human reasoning and assumptions or in the trustworthy word of the Creator.

(13:36 - 18:34) Something from Nothing and God’s Eternal Nature

Every worldview faces the issue that something cannot come from nothing, requiring something or
someone eternal. Modern cosmology claims a Big Bang beginning yet demands purely natural
explanations, creating a contradiction since nature cannot be both eternal and have a beginning.
The second law of thermodynamics shows the universe winding down. Hebrews 11:3 affirms that
nature was not made out of nature. The Bible resolves this: eternal, powerful, supernatural God
created all things. Romans 1:20 states God’s eternal power and divine nature are clearly seen
through creation. God is eternal (Psalm 90:2) and spirit (John 4:24). Speculatively, God may have
created from Himself, as suggested by Acts 17:28 ("in Him we live and move and exist") and Psalm
139:7-10. A purely natural lens filters out spiritual truth, leading to incorrect conclusions.



(18:34 - 23:41) Contrasting the Two Worldviews

Comparing the worldviews point by point reveals stark differences. The predominant worldview
relies on uniformitarianism (present processes as key to the past, requiring millions/billions of
years), while the Bible offers the Creator’s eyewitness testimony. Culture insists on no supernatural
intervention, dismissing miracles as myths, whereas Scripture treats rejection of the supernatural
as the problem (Romans 1, 2 Peter 3). Modern views require deep time and gradual change, but
Genesis presents six literal 24-hour days. The order of events conflicts: modern cosmology has
stars/galaxies and sun before earth, simple life before complex, fish before land animals, birds last;
Genesis has earth/water first, plants on day 3 (before sun on day 4), birds and sea creatures on day
5 (before land animals on day 6), with humans as the climax. Finally, modern views see death,
suffering, and struggle as natural for millions of years before humans, while the Bible teaches these
entered through man’s sin (Genesis 3, Romans 5:12, Romans 8). The same Bible that reveals the
cross reveals creation; weakening Genesis weakens the gospel.

(23:41 - 28:58) Conclusion and Practical Applications

The culturally dominant worldview reduces humanity to cosmic accidents of time and chance. The
biblical testimony declares "In the beginning God created.” Accepting the inspired word on creation
strengthens the entire gospel. This changes self-view (image bearers of God, not evolved animals),
sin (entered through Adam), redemption (same Creator God sent His Son), and future (God will
make all things new). Applications for 2026 include: (1) Believe God’s Word from the first verse with
a plain reading; (2) Teach the next generation the whole counsel of God, saturating them with
Scripture’s trustworthiness; (3) Live like the Bible is true, submitting every area of life to God’s
authority; (4) Stand unashamedly on Scripture’s authority despite mockery. The invitation was
extended for those with doubts about Genesis to repent and return to full confidence, or to
study/pray. The service concluded with a call to stand and sing, confident in the God who was there
in the beginning and remains with us today.
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