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Paul’s Exhortation to the Corinthian Church, Part 1

Scripture Readings

1* Reading (0:04 - 1:11): Mike Mathis 2" Reading (1:16 - 1:45): John Nousek

Romans 13:8-10: The first scripture reading by Mike was 1 Corinthians 16:13-14: Roger then read from 1 Corinthians
from Romans 13:8-10, emphasizing that love fulfills the law  16:13-14, urging believers to be on the alert, stand firm in the
by encompassing commandments against adultery, murder, faith, act like men, be strong, and do everything in love.
theft, false witness, and covetousness, concluding that love

does no harm to a neighbor.

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 27:10), Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(1:50 - 2:28) Opening Remarks

Jim greeted the congregation on a pleasant morning, wishing a happy Mother’s Day to all mothers
and acknowledging their vital role in rearing, correcting, and loving. He noted his sermon was not
about mothers and shared a personal anecdote from his early Christian days as a copier repairman.
While heading to a job downtown, he encountered a distressed woman who appeared burdened,
and the Holy Spirit prompted him to share the gospel with her. Hesitating and debating internally,
he passed by the opportunity. Upon returning to his car after the repair, he discovered a flat tire,
which he interpreted as a reminder to obey such promptings in the future.

(2:28 - 6:45) Introduction to Paul as a Spiritual Father

Jim introduced the theme of Paul as a father figure to the churches he planted, particularly the
Corinthian church, despite it being Mother’s Day. He described Paul as the greatest missionary who
tirelessly planted most Gentile churches, successfully running the race and fighting the good fight
while spreading the gospel. Paul is worthy of emulation for his deep love for the churches, viewing
himself as a spiritual father because he begat them through the gospel, leading to their new birth.
This fatherly role involved instructing, correcting, loving, guiding, and setting an example, much
like his relationship with Timothy as a spiritual son. The sermon focuses on Paul’s relationship with
the Corinthians after he spent a year and a half planting the church there and then moved on.

(6:45 - 9:09) Context of the Corinthian Church Issues and Paul’s Approach

After Paul left Corinth, reports reached him of behavioral issues and growing pains in the church.
He responded with a letter that first offered positive reinforcement before addressing problems.
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Issues included petty matters, divisions, serious individual sins, and the congregation’s improper
attitude toward such sins. In 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, Paul thanked God for the Corinthians' enrichment
through grace in Christ, their spiritual gifts, and God’s faithfulness in keeping them strong and
blameless until the day of the Lord. Rather than reacting with harsh judgment, Paul employed a
four-step fatherly formula in his letter: affirm and accept, address and admonish, rebuke and
correct, and exhort and encourage. This loving approach validated their value and belonging to
God, building strength for the admonishments to follow.

(9:09 - 13:15) Affirmation, Admonition, and Handling Division

Paul first affirmed and accepted the Corinthians by highlighting God’s grace and their spiritual
growth, implying both divine and apostolic approval. He then addressed and admonished them
mildly, warning of faults without crushing their spirits. A primary issue was division into cliques
based on who baptized them—such as followers of Paul, Peter (Cephas), or Apollos—leading to
quarrels. Quoting 1 Corinthians 1:10-11, Paul appealed for unity in mind and conviction, noting
reports of quarrels from Chloe’s household. These went beyond arguments into brawls or fights.
Paul clarified he wrote not to shame but to admonish them as beloved children, reminding them he
became their father through the gospel, granting him authority to guide and correct as a parent
would.

(13:15 - 17:18) Rebuke, Correction, and Spiritual Maturity

Rebuke involves commanding an action or behavior to stop, as Jesus rebuked the wind with "Peace,
be still,” while correction provides directions to make things right. Paul addressed morality,
including in chapter 5, feeling responsible as a father to prune and prepare the church to be
presentable to the Lord. In 2 Corinthians 11:2, he expressed godly jealousy, desiring to present them
as a pure virgin to Christ. Division was a central, recurring theme Satan uses to attack churches,
families, and society through divide-and-conquer tactics, evident even in polarized politics
resembling an ideological civil war. Unity comes through familiarity with God’s word, practicing it,
and loving one another. Only mature Christians, who move beyond milk to solid food by applying
Scripture, understand God’s wisdom. Worldly, fleshly traits cause divisions, as noted earlier that
morning.

(17:18 - 22:06) Key Topics Addressed in 1 Corinthians

Paul urged the Corinthians not to exceed what is written and to imitate him as children imitate a
father. Chapters 5 and 6 cover sexual sin (which defiles the church and requires immediate
judgment) and lawsuits among believers. Believers are to judge one another, shunning unrepentant
sinners—including those guilty of listed sins alongside sexual immorality—to prompt repentance
through the sting of exclusion. This approach previously caused division in their own congregation
when applied. Subsequent chapters provide instructions on marriage and contentment (chapter 7),
food offered to idols and protecting weaker brothers (chapter 8), apostolic rights (chapter 9), fleeing
idolatry drawn from Israel’s history (chapter 10), proper observance of the Lord’s Supper without
cliques (chapter 11), spiritual gifts and roles in the body of Christ, the definition and supremacy of
agape love (chapter 13), orderly worship with gifts (chapter 14), and an exhaustive treatment of the
resurrection (chapter 15). Chapter 16 begins with collection instructions and closing plans.



(22:06 - 24:47) Exhortation and Closing the Morning Service

After affirmation, admonition, rebuke, and correction—treating the Corinthians with loving yet
firm fatherly care, including expelling an immoral brother—Paul concluded with exhortation and
encouragement in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14: "Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be men of
courage, be strong, do everything in love." Jim planned to examine these five points in detail during
the evening service at 6 PM and encouraged attendance. He noted parallels between the
Corinthians' challenges and modern ones, including increasing perils like arrests in Canada and
Great Britain for public preaching or prayer, signaling worsening times akin to the days of Noah.

(24:47 - 27:10) Gospel Invitation

Jim exhorted the congregation to place faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, questioning why
anyone would not do so given salvation’s exclusivity through Him and the coming day of reckoning.
Observing evil rampant and good called evil mirrors Noah’s time, indicating Christ’s return is near.
He emphasized humanity’s need for Christ’s atoning sacrifice, the gift of grace extended by God’s
love (John 3:16), which must be accepted. Those needing to put on Christ through baptism were
invited to respond during the song of invitation for the remission of sins and to clothe themselves
with Jesus. The service concluded with this open call.
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