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Sermon: For dust you are, And to dust you shall return
Scripture Reading

Scripture Reader: (0:04 - 0:28) John Nousek,

book ch:vs (NASB): Good evening. John reads Genesis 2:7 from
God’s Word: "The Lord God formed a man of the dust of the

Scripture continued

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. The
man became a living being."

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 21:41), Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(0:33 - 3:34) Introduction to Genesis 3

Scott begins the sermon, greeting the congregation and explaining that they will close out Genesis
chapter 3. The study of Genesis chapters 1 through 11 continues, focusing on finishing God’s
pronouncement of punishment on Adam for his sin in Genesis 3:19.

He reminds listeners that, in addition to God, the man, and the woman, the host of heaven
witnesses these events. This broader audience is key to understanding many biblical events. God’s
wisdom was hidden, as explained in 1 Corinthians 2, so that the powers of this age would not have
crucified Jesus if they had known the plan. Even though God provided many foreshadowings, His
ultimate plan remained concealed.

After the fall, God pronounces judgment on the serpent, cursing it to crawl on its belly and
prophesying its demise through the seed of the woman in Genesis 3:14-15. The woman receives
increased pain in childbirth—the very means by which her seed will come—and is told that her
desire will be contrary to her husband, who shall rule over her (Genesis 3:16, ESV). This introduces
marital struggles for both. The pronouncements against the serpent/Satan and the woman remain
largely limited in scope to them, though the woman’s judgment may indirectly affect her husband.

(3:35 - 6:08) Pronouncement Against Adam and the Cursing of Creation

God now turns to pronounce judgment on Adam. First, however, the scope expands dramatically:
the impact of Adam’s sin extends to all creation. Genesis 3:17-18 explains why: "Because you
listened to your wife and ate" from the forbidden tree, the ground is cursed because of him. Adam
listened to his intimate, trusted spouse rather than to God’s voice, and this disobedience provides
the stated reason for cursing the ground. God expects obedience to His voice above even the closest
human relationship.

As a result, the curse broadens beyond Adam alone. The ground is cursed, requiring toil for food all
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the days of life, and it will now produce thorns and thistles. This morning’s teaching already
covered these aspects.

The text tonight reaches Genesis 3:19, where God pronounces direct judgment on Adam: "By the
sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for
you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

(6:09 - 9:05) The Theme of Eating, Toil, and the Pronouncement of Death

The punishment centers on eating: both the cursed ground and Adam’s return to it relate to food
acquisition. From now on, obtaining food requires toil and sweat rather than being a given. Jesus
later addresses this concern in the Sermon on the Mount, urging people not to worry about what
they will eat.

Interestingly, the most prominent penalty warned about—"in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die"—appears last in the actual judgment. This is not an afterthought but the final, crushing
point. Everything else in the curse (thorns, thistles, painful labor) leads to this ultimate reality: the
penalty is mortality itself. Death now looms over human existence.

Scott invites careful attention to the Hebrew wordplay that heightens the impact of God’s sentence.
The man is called Adam; the ground is adamah. These words sound nearly identical because they
share the same root and are intimately linked. Adam was taken from the adamah, and now,
because of sin, he will return to it. His very name carries both the reminder of his origin and his
destiny. He is not an exalted independent being but "earth man" or "dust man." God declares, "You
are dust, and to dust you shall return."

(9:05 - 12:28) Hebrew Wordplay, Toil, Mortality, and Spiritual vs. Physical
Death

The wordplay drives the point home relentlessly: Adam from adamah, back to adamah. Before the
fall, the ground yielded fruit almost effortlessly; Adam’s work was worship. Now it becomes toil.
The same soil that once served him now resists him. Bread, once a simple gift, must be earned
through aching muscles and blistered hands. Every loaf tastes of the curse. This is not cruelty but
honesty—sin turns blessings into burdens.

The word "till" in "till you return to the ground" attaches a clock to the death sentence, marking an
expiration date. Humans will work, sweat, and one day the adamah that fed them will reclaim
them. The Hebrew pun between adamah (ground/soil) and Adam is relentless.

God does not say "you will become dust" but "you are dust." This frailty was always true, even in
innocence. The difference now is that the breath of life no longer holds death at bay. The image-
bearer has become mortal. This fulfills the warning of Genesis 2:17: "in the day that you eat of it
you shall surely die."

Spiritual death occurred instantly upon eating—the fellowship with God shattered, and they hid
from His presence. Physical death was guaranteed but delayed; Genesis 3:19 sets the appointment.
Every human heartbeat now counts down to expiration.
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(12:39 - 15:13) Ongoing Reality of the Curse and Glimpses of Grace

This verse is not ancient history; it is the biography of every person. Humans still eat bread by the
sweat of their brow (noted as "face" in most modern translations, though older ones may say
"brow"). People still bury their dead and feel the ache that whispers, "Dust you are." Cancer, car
accidents, old age—every obituary echoes Genesis 3:19 and the Adam-adamah wordplay. The
ground patiently waits for all.

Yet even in this dark pronouncement, grace stirs. God does not leave Adam in despair. The chapter
closes with tender wordplays shining through the judgment. Genesis 3:20-24 follows: Adam names
his wife Eve (Chavah) because she is the mother of all living. The Lord God makes garments of skin
for them and clothes them. God then observes that the man has become like one of "us" in knowing
good and evil, and to prevent him from eating from the tree of life and living forever in a fallen
state, He drives the man out of the garden of Eden to work the ground (adamah) from which he was
taken. Cherubim and a flaming sword guard the way to the tree of life.

(15:14 - 19:01) Wordplays of Unity, Life, and Substitutionary Atonement

Earlier, when the woman was presented, Adam declared her "bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh," calling her woman (ishshah) because she was taken from man (ish)—a beautiful pun
celebrating their unity as corresponding partners. After the fall, Adam renames her Eve (Chavah),
which sounds like the Hebrew word for "life" or "living." Even as death is pronounced, he clings to
the promise of Genesis 3:15 that her seed will crush the serpent’s head. Chavah becomes a
declaration of life amid mortality.

God Himself becomes the first tailor, shedding the blood of innocent animals to make garments of
skin that cover the shame of the naked sinners. This is the first picture of substitutionary
atonement in Scripture: blood spilled so nakedness can be clothed. Grace does not cancel judgment,
however. The couple is exiled from Eden. The adamah still calls to Adam. Eternal life on fallen
terms would be disastrous, so God prevents it. Humanity must experience the full weight of the
curse before receiving the full weight of redemption.

The chapter ends with the two exiles walking east, away from the garden and the tree of life,
carrying both the memory of what was lost and the promise of future restoration. Adam returns to
the adamah in toil; ish and ishshah face life as husband and wife; Chavah carries the hope of life.

(19:02 - 21:41) The Gospel Hope: The Second Adam and Future Redemption

Genesis 3:19, with all its Hebrew wordplay, is not the end of the story. It is the honest diagnosis that
makes the gospel sweet. The second Adam, Jesus Christ, came from heaven to earth. Unlike the first
Adam, He was not made from dust but willingly took on our dust-like frailty. He lived a life of
perfect obedience, sweated drops of blood in Gethsemane, hung cursed on a tree with His body torn
by thorns, and declared, "It is finished." On the third day He rose—dust reversed. The grave could
not hold Him; His body did not see decay, as David prophesied.

One day, for all who trust in Him, the curse of Genesis 3:19 will be lifted. The Adam-adamah
connection will be redeemed. Sweat will give way to rest. Return to dust will be answered by
resurrection. Ish and ishshah will enjoy perfect unity, and Chavah’s hope of life will be fully
realized. The cherubim will step aside, the flaming sword will be sheathed, and the redeemed will
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eat from the tree of life forever in a garden city where death is no more.

Until that day, we work and sweat, we bury our dead—but we do so with hope. We know the One
who wore our dust has conquered it. We are clothed not with animal skins but with the
righteousness of Christ. This understanding illuminates why Jesus came bodily and died bodily: He
put on our flesh, becoming dust like us. We are dust, but by grace, dust loved—and one day, by
grace, dust redeemed when the last Adam makes all things new.

The sermon concludes with an invitation extended to anyone subject to the gospel invitation, come,
as we stand and sing.
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