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Judgement and Mercy

Scripture Reading

Scripture Reader: (0:04 - 0:57) John Nousek, Scripture continued

Colossians 2:6-7 (NASB): Good evening greetings open the dust, and declares enmity between the serpent and the woman,
service. The Scripture reader, John, reads Genesis 3:14-15, and between their seeds. The woman’s seed will bruise the
where God curses the serpent to crawl on its belly and eat serpent’s head, while the serpent will only bruise his heel.

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 20:47), Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(0:04 - 4:08) Introduction to Genesis 3:14-15

The preacher, Scott, welcomes everyone and notes the ongoing series through Genesis 1-11,
focusing again on chapter 3. This morning’s lesson covered these verses, emphasizing the curse on
the physical serpent and Satan as the puppet master. God promises ongoing war between the
woman’s seed and Satan’s seed, culminating in the woman’s seed crushing the serpent’s head—a
fatal blow—while receiving only a heel bruise. This follows Satan’s temptation of the woman and
her influence on Adam. A key insight is God’s sovereign reversal: He uses the woman, whom Satan
deceived, to bring about the deceiver’s ultimate defeat through her offspring. This jaw-dropping
reversal shows only God could orchestrate such redemption. God’s attention now shifts to the
woman, announcing consequences for her sin. Scott reads Genesis 3:16 together: God will greatly
multiply the woman’s pain in childbirth; in pain she will bring forth children. Yet her desire will be
for her husband, and he will rule over her. Two main consequences emerge: intensified pain in
childbearing (addressed first) and relational dynamics in marriage (to follow later).

(4:09 - 6:43) Reflections on the Nature of the Curse and Its Unexpected Form

Scott reflects on first encountering this passage as a young person, expecting harsher judgment like
immediate death, or something similar to the serpent’s fate. Instead, the consequence is pain in
childbearing—an unexpected focus that surprised him as a young boy. In the moment, Eve might
have felt both perplexity and gratitude: her life was spared, no instant death occurred. With
hindsight and post-resurrection perspective, a glimpse of the full meaning emerges.

God’s words to the woman follow immediately after the protoevangelium (first gospel promise) in
verse 15, where enmity is placed between the woman and serpent, and her seed will crush his
head. The woman stands central to redemption—her offspring will defeat evil. Through
childbearing, she contributes to bringing forth the victorious seed. As God addresses the serpent,
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Eve likely realizes her role in the solution: her life continues, children will come, and victory
arrives through her lineage.

Then God declares He will greatly multiply her pain in childbirth. The consequence aligns perfectly
with the promise—the very process now vital for redemption becomes marked by intensified
suffering due to sin’s entry into creation.

(6:43 - 10:53) Theological Depth of Pain in Childbearing

Before the fall, creation was harmonious; childbearing (tied to Genesis 1:28’s command to be
fruitful and multiply) likely involved natural effort without curse. Sin amplifies this into severe
pain. The Hebrew is emphatic, using a double verb form to stress "greatly multiply" with certainty
and intensity. The term for pain extends beyond labor’s physical agony to encompass conception
hardships, pregnancy anxieties, miscarriage risks, delivery dangers in a fallen world, and ongoing
emotional motherhood toil—the entire journey of bringing life into brokenness now carries
struggle.

Theologically, this serves as a continual reminder of sin’s devastation; every generation of mothers
experiences it, pointing to humanity’s shared fall and need for redemption. Yet hope is woven in:
the pain accompanies the promise of verse 15. Life emerges through suffering—a theme echoing
through Scripture and culminating in Christ’s death and resurrection, where ultimate life comes
from ultimate pain. Even in judgment, grace appears. Fruitfulness endures.

Adam names his wife Eve (Chavah) in verse 20 as the mother of all living, a profound Hebrew
wordplay linking Chavah to chai (life/living). Amid curse, God highlights her as life-giver. The pain
is purposeful: through it comes life, and ultimately the Life-Giver, Jesus. The toil points forward to
redemption where life triumphs over death. Sin shifted physical, emotional, and relational realities;
pain in childbearing exemplifies this, yet embeds in a larger story of promise, redemption, and
victory through the woman’s seed, Jesus.

(10:54 - 13:45) The 2" Consequence: Relational Fracture in Marriage

Scott transitions to the second consequence in Genesis 3:16: "yet your desire will be for your
husband, and he will rule over you." Both consequences relate to marriage and childbearing, the
spheres tied to the promise of verse 15. Before the fall (Genesis 1-2), marriage reflected equality and
complementarity: both created in God’s image, joint dominion, one-flesh union without hierarchy.
Genesis 2:23’s wordplay—woman (ishah) from man (ish)—emphasizes profound oneness and
mutual belonging, like two sides of the same coin completing each other. Sin fractures this
harmony, introducing conflict into the core of human intimacy. The marriage bond, meant for
partnership, now faces tension.

(13:47 - 20:41) Analysis of "Desire" and "Rule" in Fallen Marriage

The phrase "your desire will be for your husband" uses a rare Hebrew term (teshuqah), appearing
only three times: here (Genesis 3:16), in Genesis 4:7 (sin’s desire for Cain), and positively in Song of
Songs 7:10.



Two main interpretations exist.

* Many see it as persistent longing or attraction—despite childbearing pain and fallen struggles, a
woman retains deep pull toward her husband for intimacy and union. This grace note preserves
the relational bond, enabling family and promise continuation.

* Others, influenced by Genesis 4:7 and some complementarian views, interpret it as adversarial
or controlling urge—a fallen desire to dominate or usurp authority, met by the husband’s rule
as a counter-measure. Lexical evidence leans toward longing rather than opposition.

Either way, sin introduces conflict and imbalance. "Rule" (mashal) implies dominion, here often
harsh or dominating rather than loving leadership. This describes fallen reality, not God’s ideal. The
once-perfect mutuality gives way to struggle, power imbalances, patriarchal distortions, abuse,
resentment, and battles of the sexes. Marriages become battlegrounds instead of sanctuaries. Yet
grace persists: the desire keeps humanity going, families forming, and the promise alive.

This consequence follows the gospel prophecy; redemption through Christ (born of woman,
Galatians 4) heals distortions. Christ bears the curse (Galatians 3:13); in Him, relationships restore
toward mutuality (Galatians 3:28). Husbands love sacrificially (Ephesians 5:25); wives respect in
gospel freedom (Ephesians 5:33).

The gospel pushes back against the curse, inviting marriages reflecting Eden’s harmony. Relational
friction traces to this fracture—bring it to the cross. Christ’s victory means healing for broken
bonds. The seed has crushed the serpent; in Him, relationships echo original oneness and Chavah’s
life-giving promise. The gospel redeems even this aspect of the fall.

(20:41 - 20:47) Closing Invitation

Scott concludes the lesson and extends the invitation while the congregation stands to sing.
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