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Beginnings: The Curse and the Promise-Genesis 3:14-15

Scripture Readings

1% Reading (0:04 - 1:23): Wyatt Woosley continued

Genesis 3:1-7: Wyatt begins the scripture reading from and they sew fig leaves together to make coverings. Wyatt

Genesis chapter 3, verses 1 through 7. He describes the concludes the reading.
serpent as more cunning than any other beast created by the 2" Reading (1:28 - 3:05): Mike Mathis
Lord God. The serpent questions the woman about God’s Genesis 3:8-13: Mike reads from the New King James

command, asking if God really said they could not eat from  yersion of Genesis chapter 3, verses 8 through 13. Adam and
every tree in the garden. The woman responds that they may i< wife hear the sound of the Lord God walking in the
eat from the trees of the garden, but not from the fruit of the

tree in the midst of the garden, as God said they should not

garden in the cool of the day and hide themselves among the
trees. The Lord calls to Adam, asking where he is. Adam
eat it or touch it, lest they die. The serpent counters that they replies that he heard God’s voice, was afraid because he was

will not surely die, but that God knows their eyes will be naked, and hid. God asks who told him he was naked and if
opened upon eating, making them like God, knowing good  h¢ ate from the forbidden tree. Adam blames the woman
and evil. The woman, seeing the tree as good for food, given to him by God, saying she gave him the fruit and he
pleasant to the eyes, and desirable for wisdom, takes the ate. God then asks the woman what she has done. and she

fruit and eats it. She then gives some to her husband, who blames the serpent for deceiving her, leading her to eat.
also eats. Their eyes are opened, they realize they are naked, prike completes the reading.

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 30:38), Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(3:10 - 5:32) Introduction to the Sermon

Scott blesses God’s word and greets the congregation, noting the good attendance despite the recent
extreme cold weather. He announces the continuation of the study in Genesis 3, part of the journey
through the first 11 chapters of Genesis. Today’s focus is on Genesis 3:14-15, which reveals the
consequences of sin and the first ray of hope for redemption. He reads the verses: God curses the
serpent more than all cattle and beasts, declaring it will go on its belly and eat dust all its days. God
also puts enmity between the serpent and the woman, and between their seeds, where the woman’s
seed will bruise the serpent’s head, and the serpent will bruise his heel. These words follow the fall,
where the woman, deceived by the serpent, ate the forbidden fruit and gave it to her husband,
introducing sin and death. Yet, in judgment, God includes mercy, cursing the serpent, prophesying
conflict, and hinting at victory through the woman’s seed. Scott outlines three main points: the
curse on the actual serpent, the significance of the seed of the woman, and the mysterious prophecy
of Satan’s demise.
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(5:33 - 8:41) The Curse on the Actual Serpent: A Puppet in the Hands of Evil

Scott begins examining the curse on the serpent, noting a pun that adding "D" to "evil" makes
"devil." God curses the serpent for its actions, more than other animals, to go on its belly and eat
dust. This curse targets the physical serpent used by Satan, identified in Revelation 12:9 as the
ancient serpent, the devil. Scott questions why the serpent, an unwitting puppet, is punished,
leading to a discussion on demonic influence. He parallels it to the New Testament story in Mark
5:1-13, where Jesus allows demons called Legion to enter about 2,000 swine, causing them to
drown. This shows animals can suffer from demonic possession. Other biblical accounts, like
Balaam’s donkey speaking through an angel or frogs in Egypt’s plagues, do not involve demonic
possession. In the Legion case, demons require permission from Jesus to enter the swine, indicating
they operate under God’s authority, as seen in Job and Peter’s testing. This suggests the serpent was
under God’s permissive will.

(8:42 - 12:14) Complicity of the Serpent and Specifics of the Curse

Scott explores if the serpent was innocent or complicit. In the swine story, the animals seem to have
no choice in possession but perhaps in submission, choosing to drown rather than be controlled.
Similarly, the serpent might not have chosen possession but chose to submit to Satan’s will,
becoming complicit in deception. Thus, the curse is a consequence, reminding of sin’s ripple effect
on creation, as in Romans 8:20-22, where creation is subjected to futility in hope. Scott asks to hold
the thought on hope. The curse limits the serpent to crawling on its belly and eating dust, implying
a change. Modern serpents are limbless and ground-bound, but the text suggests the serpent
previously had limbs or another form of movement, as the curse would otherwise be redundant.
God physically alters the serpent instantly, humbling it as a symbol of degradation. This teaches
accountability in creation, with sin affecting all, but the curse includes hope.

(12:16 - 16:24) The Seed of the Woman: A Revolutionary Revelation

Shifting to verse 15, God declares enmity between the serpent and the woman, and their seeds, with
God causing this hostility. Scott emphasizes "her seed,” unusual as it focuses on the woman, not the
man or both. This is because she was directly deceived, as in 1 Timothy 2:14, turning vulnerability
into victory through her lineage. God uses her, deceived by Satan, to defeat him. In Hebrew, a
wordplay exists: later in Genesis 3:20, Adam names her Eve (Chavah), meaning life, similar to "chai"
for living. This design highlights God pointing to life amid death from sin. Eve, bringing death’s
curse, becomes the bearer of the life-bringing seed. This transforms the problem’s source into
promise’s channel. The enmity sets up triumph through her descendant, woven into language from
sin’s entry.

(16:25 - 18:29) Significance of the Woman’s Seed in Biblical and Historical
Context

Immediately after sin, a redemption prophecy appears. "Seed" means offspring, as in Genesis 15:5
for Abraham’s descendants. Emphasizing the woman’s seed is profound, contrasting ancient Near
Eastern views where men provided the seed and women were incubators, a belief persisting until
the advent of microscopes and Gregor Mendel’s groundbreaking 19th-century work, which showed
both parents contribute equally to offspring genetics. Yet Genesis, written over 3,500 years ago,
attributes "seed" to the woman, implying she possesses literal genetic material for descendants.



(18:30 - 19:43) The Woman’s Seed: Alignment with Modern Science and
Foreshadowing of the Virgin Birth

This aligns perfectly with modern science, where women contribute ova equally important to male
sperm. Scott cites Genesis 16:10, where God promises Hagar to multiply her descendants, saying "I
will multiply your seed," reinforcing accurate terminology far ahead of human knowledge and
pointing to divine inspiration. While the Bible is not a science textbook, when it addresses natural
matters, it is unerringly true. The "seed of the woman" foreshadows a unique birth without a
human father, fulfilled in the virgin birth of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 1:18-25.

(19:46 - 21:54) The Singular Seed and the Protoevangelium: Prophecy of
Satan’s Demise

The seed is not any descendant but singular, indicated by "He," pointing to a specific person later
identified as the anointed Messiah. Enmity or hostility exists between Satan’s followers and this
coming redeemer, but victory belongs to the woman’s seed. Scott then unpacks the prophecy in
Genesis 3:15 as no ordinary curse but a divine declaration of war and ultimate triumph. Satan, the
power behind the serpent, receives a veiled but certain sentence of defeat. Scholars call this the
protoevangelium, the first gospel or initial good news of salvation. From sin’s dawn, God avoids
leaving humanity in despair by introducing the Messiah through prophecy. The singular "He" refers
to the seed of the woman, a male person engaging in cosmic battle with Satan. The imagery is vivid:
Satan bruises the Messiah’s heel, causing temporary pain like a snakebite, while the Messiah
bruises or crushes the serpent’s head, delivering a fatal blow. This predicts a suffering yet
victorious redeemer. Jewish scholars have noted it as a promise of a deliverer temporarily
hindered but ultimately triumphant, forming the foundation for all subsequent messianic
promises.

(21:55 - 23:10) Echoes of the Promise Through the Old Testament

The theme of the woman’s seed echoes throughout the Old Testament. Genesis 49:10 promises
Shiloh from Judah’s line. Through Abraham in Genesis 12:3, all nations will be blessed. The promise
continues through Isaac and Jacob in Genesis 26 and 28. David’s throne is declared eternal in 2
Samuel 7:16 and Isaiah 9:6-7. Isaiah 53 details the suffering servant who bears sins, wounded for
transgressions. Each prophecy narrows the focus, building on the first gospel in Genesis 3:15.

(23:11 - 26:28) Satan’s Temptation of Jesus and the Irony of Psalm 91

A few years before the gospel’s fulfillment, a conversation occurs between the prophecy’s
participants: the seed of the woman, Jesus, and the serpent, Satan. In Matthew 4:5-7, during the
second temptation, Satan takes Jesus to the temple pinnacle and urges Him to throw Himself down,
quoting Psalm 91:11-12 about angels commanding protection so His foot would not strike a stone.
Jesus counters with Deuteronomy 6:16, refusing to test God presumptuously. Satan accurately
quotes the scripture, which promises divine protection for the faithful, especially the Messiah. The
irony emerges in what follows: Psalm 91:13 immediately declares that the protected one will tread
upon the lion, the cobra, the young lion, and the serpent, trampling them down. Interpreters see
these creatures—lion, young lion, serpent, or dragon—symbolizing Satan, recalling Genesis 3:15
and Revelation 12:9, with the roaring lion in 1 Peter 5:8. By quoting Psalm 91:11-12, Satan
unwittingly directs attention to the next verse, prophesying the Messiah’s total victory over him,



where the promised seed tramples the serpent underfoot, crushing its head.

(26:28 - 28:07) Fulfillment in Christ’s Death and Resurrection

The imagery fits perfectly: trampling the serpent’s head naturally bruises the heel of the one
stomping. The Messiah’s decisive blow against Satan comes at great personal cost—His heel
bruised, most clearly fulfilled at the cross. The serpent’s head is crushed in final defeat, most clearly
fulfilled in the resurrection and ultimate triumph. Satan, in arrogance, quotes a scripture
promising Messiah’s protection and unwittingly points to his own destruction. What he meant for
temptation becomes an unintentional announcement of his doom. The New Testament reveals
fulfillment in Jesus Christ: born of a woman (Galatians 4:4) without an earthly father, He suffered
on the cross with His heel bruised by Satan’s schemes. In resurrection, He crushed Satan’s head
(Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8). Colossians 2:15 declares Christ disarmed rulers and authorities,
triumphing over them publicly. The first gospel is God’s blueprint for salvation, not vague poetry.

(28:08 - 29:36) Conclusion: From Curse to Cross to Crown

Scott concludes that Genesis 3:14-15 shows a God who judges sin yet overflows with grace. The
serpent’s curse reminds of sin’s cost. The seed of the woman reveals divine wisdom, highlighted in
the Chavah/chai wordplay when Eve is named, pointing to life amid death. The first gospel
prophecy assures victory in Christ. This enmity ripples into human relationships: originally, man
(ish) and woman (ishah) were harmonious partners, their names echoing unity in Hebrew, but sin
fractures that bond, to be explored further that evening regarding consequences to the woman.

(29:37 - 30:38) Invitation to Respond to the Gospel

As restorers of New Testament Christianity, the church proclaims this gospel: Christ died for sins
according to Scripture, was buried, and raised on the third day according to Scripture (1
Corinthians 15:3-4). To partake in His victory: hear the word (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus (John
8:24), repent of sins (Acts 17:30), confess Him as Lord (Romans 10:9-10), and be baptized for
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16), then live faithfully (Revelation 2:10). If not yet in Christ,
why not? The seed has crushed the serpent—claim that victory. If needing prayers, come forward as
the congregation stands and sings. Scott closes with a blessing that God may guide them as they
walk in His light.
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