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A Thanksgiving of Biblical Proportions
Scripture Reading

Scripture Reader: (0:04 - 0:31) John Nousek,

Colossians 2:6-7 (NASB): The service begins with a warm
good evening greeting to the congregation. The Scripture
reader, John, reads Colossians 2:6-7: “As you therefore have

Scripture continued

received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built
up in him, and established in the faith as you have been
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.”

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 34:42), Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(0:35 - 2:10) Introduction to the Theme and Cultural Contrast

The preacher, Scott, then greets the congregation again and introduces the sermon titled “A
Thanksgiving of Biblical Proportions,” explaining that the message will examine thanksgiving
through a biblical lens by exploring six specific aspects drawn from Scripture, followed by a
comparison with the modern American Thanksgiving tradition.

Scott describes how every November the cultural machinery of America shifts into high gear with
grocery stores filled with canned pumpkin, endless football broadcasts, and school children making
construction-paper pilgrim hats. He acknowledges that contemporary American Thanksgiving has
largely become a warm, sentimental, food-centered holiday. While there is nothing inherently
wrong with these traditions, they become problematic when they represent the entire story of
thanksgiving. Long before the events of 1621 or Lincoln’s 1863 proclamation, Scripture presented a
far deeper, more demanding, and ultimately more life-giving than mere seasonal sentimentality.
The Bible refuses to reduce gratitude to a fleeting emotion tied to favorable circumstances. Scott
expresses that biblical thanksgiving is a command, a doorway, a weapon, a possibility, a discipline,
and ultimately a person.

(2:12 - 8:24) The Six Biblical Aspects of Thanksgiving

He begins with the first aspect: thanksgiving is a command, not merely a feeling. Drawing from 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18, he highlights Paul’s triplet of imperatives to the persecuted Thessalonian
church: rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances. The phrase “in
all circumstances” is shocking because it includes suffering, loss, and pain—not just pleasant
situations. Paul explicitly states that this continual thanksgiving is God’s will for believers in Christ
Jesus. The Greek present imperative underscores an ongoing, uninterrupted action with no
exceptions.
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The second aspect is that thanksgiving serves as a doorway into God’s presence. Quoting Psalm
100:4—“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise”—Scott illustrates that in the
Old Testament temple, an unthankful heart remained locked outside. Though Christians no longer
travel to Jerusalem, the principle remains unchanged: grumbling keeps one distant from God, while
gratitude ushers believers into the throne room.

The third aspect shows thanksgiving remaining positive even in the worst seasons. From
Habakkuk 3:17-18, the prophet declares joyful trust in God though crops fail completely, refusing to
let circumstances dictate gratitude. Similarly, Paul testifies in Philippians 4:11 that he has learned
contentment amid shipwrecks, beatings, and imprisonment because ultimate joy is rooted in Christ,
not in external conditions.

The fourth aspect presents thanksgiving as spiritual warfare. In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul teaches that
anxiety and thanksgiving cannot coexist; choosing gratitude amid uncertainty plants a flag of
victory, declaring that the enemy does not control the territory. The promised peace that surpasses
understanding guards hearts and minds precisely when thanksgiving accompanies prayer.

The fifth aspect reveals that thanksgiving finds its fullest expression at the Lord’s Table. The Greek
term for the Lord’s Supper is “Eucharistia,” meaning thanksgiving. On the night of His betrayal,
Jesus gave thanks while facing the cross, modeling the Christian pattern of gratitude not because
life is easy but because redemption is accomplished.

The sixth aspect is that thanksgiving marks true saving faith. In Luke 17:11-19, ten lepers are
physically cleansed, yet only the one who returns to thank Jesus hears the words “Your faith has
saved you.” The distinguishing factor between mere healing and soul-saving faith is heartfelt
thanksgiving directed to the Giver.

(8:26 - 10:16) Transition to American Thanksgiving History

Scott issues a practical challenge: before passing plates this Thanksgiving, families should read
aloud from Psalms or Colossians, then have each person name one specific mercy from the past
year—especially mercies that arrived wrapped in pain. This deliberate, spoken, God-directed
gratitude transforms the holiday. He warns that if we only possessed tomorrow what we thanked
God for today, many would be spiritually impoverished. The sermon briefly digresses to a
humorous museum sign about restoration work being harder than expected.

(10:17 - 13:36) The True History of American Thanksgiving (1621–1863)

Scott transitions to American Thanksgiving history, noting that many Christians feel a quiet unease
about the modern holiday, an unease that is justified. The popular image of the “First Thanksgiving”
in 1621 as a peaceful Pilgrim-Indian feast with pumpkin pie is largely mythical. In reality, after half
the Pilgrims had died, the surviving fifty celebrated a three-day harvest feast with ninety
Wampanoag guests, featuring venison, fowl, and native-prepared corn, along with military drills.
The event was more diplomatic than religious.

The real Puritan “thanksgiving” came in 1623 after a severe twelve-week drought threatened
starvation. The colonists called a day of fasting and humiliation; that very afternoon rain began to
fall, and Governor Bradford immediately turned the day into one of praise to God. Thus, the
authentic early thanksgiving was born in desperate prayer and deliverance, not in abundance.
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(13:37 - 15:35) The National Holiday Established in Repentance and Blood

The legal origin of the annual national Thanksgiving holiday is Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation on
October 3, 1863, issued during the bloodiest year of the Civil War when the nation’s survival hung
in doubt. Lincoln’s language was steeped in Scripture, calling the nation to thank the “beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the heavens” while confessing that Americans had “forgotten God” and
imagined blessings came from their own wisdom. The day was to be observed with “humble
penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience” and prayers for widows, orphans,
mourners, and national healing. This was a cry of dependence amid catastrophe, not a celebration
of prosperity.

(15:08 - 19:27) The Modern Drift and Biblical Comparison

Over 150 years America has drifted exactly as Moses warned and as Paul described — from
Godward gratitude to generic, horizontal thankfulness, fulfilling the warnings of Deuteronomy 8
and Romans 1:21—prosperity leads to forgetting the Giver. Modern expressions rarely name God,
directing thanks vaguely toward family, health, or “the universe.”

Thanksgivings Side by Side

  Biblical Thanksgiving
Original American
Thanksgiving Today’s Cultural Thanksgiving

To whom? To God To Almighty God
To “the universe,” family, or
nobody

When? In all circumstances In harvest and in war When life feels good

Tone/Spirit? Humble, repentant Solemn and grateful Casual and consumeristic

What End? Worship National unity under God Full stomachs, empty hearts

Scott contrasts three kinds of thanksgiving across four questions:

• To whom? Biblical and original American thanksgiving is directed explicitly to Almighty God.
Modern cultural thanksgiving is usually “I’m thankful for family, health, and food” with no one
named — gratitude floating to nobody.

• When? Biblical thanksgiving is offered “in everything”; Pilgrims gave thanks amid starvation,
Lincoln amid civil war. Today thanks is mostly offered when tables are full and life is
comfortable; when life hurts, gratitude falls silent.

• In what Tone? Biblical and early American thanksgiving combined humble repentance with
joy, beginning with confession in church. Today the tone is casual and consumeristic —
overeating, football, and Black Friday sales.

• To What End - Result? Biblical thanksgiving produces worship and hearts anchored in Christ;
original American produced national humility; modern cultural thanksgiving produces full
stomachs, mild sentimentality, and surprisingly empty souls.

Scott concludes that four simple questions — to whom, when, in what spirit, and to what end —
reveal how far the nation has wandered from both Scripture and its own best history.

3



(19:28 - 21:36) Redeeming the Holiday and Closing Exhortation

Redeeming the Holiday and Closing Exhortation

The day is not lost; its roots run deep into Scripture. Christians can redeem Thanksgiving by
beginning meals with Scripture and prayer that names the Giver, going around the table to thank
God specifically for hard things He has redeemed, and on Black Friday choosing to give something
away rather than buy. Homes can become outposts of the kingdom where gratitude is deliberate,
vertical, repentant, and joyful. The table becomes an altar, turkey and pie become sacraments
pointing to the wounded hands of Christ who provides every gift, especially those that come
through suffering. When Thanksgiving ceases to be merely American and becomes truly Christian,
the holiday is redeemed. Scott closes in prayer that the Lord would make the congregation a truly
thankful people for His glory and the watching world’s good, then extends the invitation and
prepares to sing.
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