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God’s Sheep, Part 2

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 34:33)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (1:04 - 2:11), Mike Mathis

The preacher introduces Psalms 100:3, which emphasizes that the Lord is God, the creator of humanity, and that His

people are the sheep of His pasture.

Summary

Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:04 - 1:04) Introduction and Context of God’s Sheep

The sermon begins with the preacher, Mike, continuing a lesson from the morning service about
God’s sheep, referencing Ezekiel 34, where Israel is depicted as God’s sheep neglected by their
shepherds. God promised to seek out His sheep and care for them Himself, fulfilling the role the
shepherds failed to perform. This establishes the theme that God is deeply concerned for His
people, contrary to claims of His detachment, and remains actively involved in their well-being
despite the presence of sin.

(2:11 - 6:55) Jesus as the True Shepherd in John 10

The sermon transitions to John 10:1-5, where Jesus uses a parable to describe Himself as the true
shepherd who enters the sheepfold by the door, in contrast to thieves and robbers who enter
illicitly. The true shepherd is recognized by the sheep, who hear his voice, are called by name, and
follow him because they trust him. The preacher highlights the contrast between the legitimate
shepherd and impostors, such as hirelings, who attempt to mislead the sheep by offering
alternative ways to enter the sheepfold. These false paths are condemned, as only entering through
the door—]Jesus—ensures legitimacy.
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(6:59 - 12:53) Illustration of Sheep Recognizing the Shepherd

Mike elaborates on the parable by explaining how sheep recognize their shepherd’s voice, using a
personal anecdote about his sister’s dog, May, to illustrate the concept. May, a family dog,
responded only to commands from familiar family members, ignoring strangers like Mike.
Similarly, sheep recognize and follow their shepherd’s voice but flee from strangers. The preacher
emphasizes that the shepherd leads the sheep by going before them, not driving them like cattle,
underscoring the gentle, guiding nature of true leadership. This section reinforces the idea that
God’s people, like sheep, are discerning and loyal to their true shepherd, Jesus.

(12:57 - 19:09) Jesus as the Door and the Good Shepherd

Jesus clarifies the parable in John 10:7-15, declaring Himself the door of the sheepfold and the good
shepherd. As the door, He is the only way to salvation, offering life and abundant pasture to those
who enter through Him. The preacher contrasts Jesus with thieves and robbers, who seek to steal,
kill, and destroy, and hirelings, who abandon the sheep when danger arises. Jesus, as the good
shepherd, sacrifices His life for the sheep, demonstrating His care and commitment. The preacher
clarifies that the “abundant life” Jesus offers is not about material wealth but a fulfilling, purpose-
driven life, rich in spiritual meaning and service.

(19:12 - 24:58) Living Abundantly and the Role of the Church

The concept of abundant life is further explored through the preacher’s personal experiences of
serving in a church in West Virginia, where he was engaged in various tasks like grading
correspondence courses, managing church finances, and maintaining the church property. These
activities, though not financially rewarding, filled his life with purpose, illustrating that abundant
life is about active engagement in God’s work. The preacher connects this to the church’s
importance, purchased by Jesus’ blood (Acts 20:28), emphasizing that true shepherds care for the
sheep’s spiritual and physical needs, unlike thieves who exploit them.

(24:59 - 27:25) Assurance of Salvation and Jesus’ Authority

The sermon concludes this part with John 10:25-29, where Jesus responds to the Jews questioning
His identity as the Christ. He asserts that His works testify to His divine authority, but those who do
not believe are not His sheep. His true sheep hear His voice, follow Him, and receive eternal life,
with the assurance that no one can snatch them from His or the Father’s hand. The preacher briefly
addresses the theological debate about “once saved, always saved,” suggesting that falling from
grace is possible, though the transcript cuts off before fully elaborating on this point. This section
underscores the security and exclusivity of salvation through Jesus, who leads and protects His
sheep with divine authority.

(27:25 - 29:25) The Possibility of Falling from Grace

The preacher continues the discussion from John 10:25-29, addressing the theological concept of
eternal security and the possibility of falling from grace. Referencing the Galatian brethren, he
notes that they were warned against returning to the law of Moses after Jesus’ death, which had
fulfilled and removed the old law, indicating that such a choice would cause them to fall from
grace. While some interpret Jesus’ words about no one snatching His sheep from His hand as proof



of “once saved, always saved,” the preacher clarifies that this security applies only to those who
actively follow Jesus, hear His voice, and obey His teachings. He emphasizes that eternal life is
assured for those who remain faithful, but sheep can choose to go astray, highlighting the role of
personal responsibility in maintaining salvation.

(29:30 - 31:08) Personal Choice in Salvation

The sermon elaborates on the idea that while no one can forcibly take a believer’s salvation away,
individuals have the free will to choose to leave the flock. The preacher underscores that sheep,
representing God’s people, may decide to stray from the shepherd’s guidance of their own accord.
This choice to depart from Jesus’ path is a personal decision, not the result of external forces
snatching them away. The preacher stresses that believers can remain safe in God’s hands as His
sheep, but this security depends on their continued choice to stay with the shepherd, reinforcing
the importance of personal agency in the Christian walk.

(31:10 - 32:51) The Role of Shepherds and the Church

The preacher revisits the morning’s lesson about the failed shepherds of Israel in Ezekiel 34,
connecting it to the responsibility of church leaders. He references Acts 20, where elders were
urged to shepherd the church, which was purchased by Jesus’ blood, and to protect it from false
teachers, described as wolves who would enter the flock after Paul’s departure. The preacher
emphasizes that true shepherds must care for God’s sheep diligently, ensuring their spiritual well-
being. This section underscores the importance of faithful leadership in the church and the need to
protect believers from misleading influences that could lead them astray.

(32:52 - 34:33) Call to Action and Commitment

The sermon concludes with a call to action, urging listeners to become part of God’s sheep by
hearing Jesus’ voice and following Him through obedience, specifically by believing in Him and
being baptized. The preacher encourages those who have strayed to return to the flock and invites
anyone with spiritual needs to come forward. He commends the congregation to God and the word
of His grace, echoing Paul’s words in Acts 20, and emphasizes that following Jesus means adhering
to His teachings. The invitation to respond during the singing reflects a traditional call for
commitment or recommitment to faith, reinforcing the sermon’s focus on active participation in
God’s flock.
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