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Hope
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 35:01)

Scripture Readings

1% Reading (0:04 - 0:46): Mike Mathis 2" Reading (0:51 - 1:24): Roger Raines

1 Peter 3:15: The sermon begins with Mike reading from 1  Colossians 1:21,22: Roger reads from Colossians 1:21-22,
Peter 3:15 using the New King James Version. The passage which describes humanity’s former state of alienation and
urges believers to sanctify God in their hearts and always be hostility due to evil deeds. It emphasizes that through

prepared to provide a defense for the hope they possess, Christ’s death, believers are reconciled to God, presented as
doing so with meekness and reverence. This sets the tone for holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. This reading
the sermon’s focus on the theme of hope. introduces the idea of reconciliation, a key aspect of the

hope that will be explored in the sermon.

Summary

Preacher: Steve Cain

(1:30 - 2:37) Introduction to the Sermon

Steve, the preacher, greets the congregation and expresses his honor in speaking to them. He
introduces the sermon’s theme, "Hope," which is deeply personal to him. Steve emphasizes that God
offers hope to all of humanity through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who died to reconcile everyone
to God, regardless of their past sins. He underscores God’s desire for no one to perish but for all to
come to repentance and receive eternal life, framing hope as a universal provision.

(2:39 - 5:59) Exploring the Concept of Hope

Steve delves into the meaning of hope, noting that it is often used colloquially to express a desire or
wish, such as hoping for good health. However, he stresses that biblical hope is far more significant.
He illustrates the absence of hope as a reason people give up on pursuits like education, diets, or
even church attendance. For example, students may drop out of school as early as sixth or seventh
grade because they lack hope of succeeding in subjects like math or English, believing failure is
inevitable. Similarly, individuals abandon diets or healthier lifestyles due to a lack of hope in
achieving their goals, often citing practical obstacles like financial constraints or lack of support.
Steve extends this to church attendance, suggesting that some stop attending because they feel
unable to meet God’s or the church’s expectations, resulting in a loss of hope.
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(6:00 - 8:29) Personal Anecdote and Illustration

Steve shares a personal story about attending a school play, Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of the
Baskervilles, with his children. During the play, Sherlock Holmes identifies a culprit who flees into
dangerous woods filled with hounds. When Dr. Watson asks if the culprit has any hope, Sherlock
responds, “He has no hope.” This moment profoundly impacts Steve, reinforcing his sermon’s
theme. He uses this to highlight the despair of living without hope and contrasts it with the hope
God offers, encouraging believers not to abandon their relationship with God.

(8:29 - 11:54) Encouragement and Biblical Assurance

Steve encourages the congregation to persevere, assuring them that God desires to reward their
efforts and has gone to great lengths to provide hope for eternal life. Reflecting on his 84 years,
much of which was spent in the church, Steve recalls a common question: “If you died today, would
you be with God eternally?” Many respond with uncertainty, saying, “I hope so.” Steve argues that
God wants believers to have confidence in their eternal hope. He introduces Ephesians 1 from the
New International Version, explaining his practice of reading different Bible versions monthly to
deepen his understanding. He highlights how Paul’s writings reveal a divine mystery about God’s
plan for humanity.

(11:54 - 15:38) God’s Eternal Plan

Steve explains that Paul, in Ephesians 1, reveals a mystery about God’s plan, which was hidden
from past prophets but is now clear: God has blessed believers with every spiritual blessing
through Christ. This plan was established before the world’s creation, with God choosing believers
to be holy and blameless through Jesus. Steve refutes the idea that Adam and Eve’s sin surprised
God, asserting that it was part of His plan to redeem and reconcile humanity. He emphasizes that all
have sinned, yet God’s pre-creation plan was to provide a path to reconciliation through Christ.

(15:38 - 17:05) God’s Omnipotence

Steve concludes this section by contrasting God with fictional characters like Superman, who has
weaknesses like kryptonite. He describes God as all-knowing, all-powerful, and ever-present, with
no limitations. This underscores the certainty of God’s plan for salvation and the hope it provides,
as nothing can thwart His purpose. The sermon builds toward a deeper exploration of how God’s
attributes ensure the reliability of the hope offered to believers.

(17:05 - 17:18) God’s Unfailing Plan

Steve emphasizes the certainty of God’s intentions, stating that whatever God conceives will
inevitably come to pass. This reinforces the reliability of God’s plan for salvation and the hope it
provides, building on the previous discussion of God’s omnipotence and omniscience.

(17:19 - 18:42) God’s Love as the Foundation

Continuing from Ephesians 1, Steve reiterates that God chose believers before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless, motivated by His love. He explains that Jesus’ death on the cross
was an act of divine love, referencing John 3:16 to underscore that God gave His Son because of His



love for humanity. Steve connects God’s grace and Jesus’ coming to this love, noting that the entire
Trinity—God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—works out of love and grace to provide salvation and
reconciliation for believers.

(18:44 - 20:37) Predestination and Redemption

Steve elaborates on God’s plan of predestination, where believers are chosen for adoption as God’s
children through Jesus Christ, particularly at the moment of baptism when they become Christians.
This adoption makes God their Father and Jesus their Savior, Brother, and High Priest. He cites
Ephesians 1 to highlight that this adoption aligns with God’s pleasure and will, resulting in
redemption through Jesus’ blood and the forgiveness of sins. Steve stresses that God lavishes His
grace on believers with wisdom and understanding, revealing the mystery of His will to unite all
things in heaven and earth under Christ when the time is fulfilled.

(20:38 - 21:47) Hope Through Reconciliation

Steve affirms that God provides hope through the opportunity for reconciliation, which is only
possible through Jesus, as there is no other name by which people can be saved. He emphasizes that
God’s love enables believers to look forward to eternal life in heaven, reinforcing the sermon’s
central theme of hope. Steve revisits 1 Peter 3:15, reminding the congregation to be ready to give a
reason for their hope, which is grounded in God’s provision for reconciliation and forgiveness.

(21:48 - 24:04) Assurance in Hope

Steve returns to 1 Peter 3:13-15, reading additional verses to provide context. He explains that
believers who eagerly do good and revere Christ as Lord should be prepared to explain their hope
with gentleness and respect, even in the face of suffering or slander. This hope stems from the
assurance that God has forgiven all sins through Christ, providing confidence that believers can be
with God eternally. Steve challenges the congregation to move beyond uncertainty about their
salvation, asserting that God’s provision ensures they can know they will be with Him in heaven.

(24:09 - 26:12) Addressing Doubts About Salvation

Steve addresses a common concern from his youth: the fear that unconfessed sins at the moment of
death could jeopardize salvation. He questions how one can be assured of eternal life if death
comes unexpectedly, such as in an accident, without time to pray for forgiveness. He contrasts this
with historical Catholic practices of baptizing infants or performing baptism near death to ensure
salvation, suggesting these reflect a lack of understanding of God’s provision. Steve introduces 1
John 1 to provide an answer, preparing to elaborate on how believers can have confidence in their
salvation.

(26:12 - 29:41) Faith and Assurance Through Christ

Steve references 1 John 1 to highlight the apostles’ firsthand experience with Jesus, which
strengthens their testimony. He connects this to Hebrews 11, which teaches that faith in God’s
existence and His role as a rewarder of those who seek Him is essential. This faith includes
believing in a judgment day and the reality of heaven and hell. Steve emphasizes that accepting
Jesus as Savior, who died for humanity’s sins, requires great faith. He cites Philippians to illustrate



Jesus’ humility in becoming human while being divine, reinforcing that faith in Jesus’ sacrifice
ensures forgiveness and presentation before God without blemish.

(29:42 - 32:47) Continuous Cleansing Through Jesus

Steve explains that believers do not need to pray for forgiveness at the moment of death, as 1 John
1:5-7 assures that those who walk in the light, as Jesus is in the light, have their sins continuously
purified by His blood. He likens Jesus to a friend and brother who remains with believers from
baptism until death, as long as they strive to live righteously. Quoting Romans 12, Steve encourages
presenting oneself as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. This ongoing relationship with
Jesus provides assurance that believers do not need to fear unconfessed sins at death, as His blood
continually cleanses them.

(32:48 - 34:57) Call to Embrace Hope

Steve concludes by emphasizing that this hope prevents believers from giving up, providing
incentive to persevere in their faith. He encourages the congregation, including his wife, to hold
fast to this hope of eternal life, which God offers through His grace and love to anyone willing to be
reconciled to Him. Steve passionately calls for a commitment to honor God and live in a way that
pleases Him, referencing divine intervention, providence, and preservation as key aspects of God’s
involvement in believers’ lives. He challenges the congregation to reflect on their relationship with
God and ensure that hope resides within them, offering an invitation to become a Christian through
baptism or seek the congregation’s prayers for support.

(34:58 - 35:01) Closing Invitation

Steve closes by inviting anyone who wishes to respond to the message to come forward, noting that
provisions like water and garments are available for baptism. He encourages the congregation to
stand and sing a song of encouragement, signaling the sermon’s conclusion and an opportunity for
action.
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