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The Resurrection of Christ, Part 2
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 30:36)

Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: (0:04 - 0:ss), Mike Mathis

The sermon begins with Mike reading from John 11:25-26, where Jesus speaks to Martha, the sister of Lazarus, who had

died. In the passage, Martha expresses faith that if Jesus had been present, her brother would not have died, and she

believes in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus declares, "I am the resurrection and the life," promising that those who

believe in Him, though they die, will live, and those who live and believe in Him will never die.

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:04 - 1:27) Introduction

Mike greets the congregation, both those present and those joining by phone, and introduces the
sermon as a continuation of the morning’s discussion on the resurrection of Christ, referencing
1 Corinthians 15.

(1:32 - 4:25) The Gospel and the Resurrection

Mike summarizes the morning sermon, emphasizing the core of the gospel as outlined in
1 Corinthians 15: Jesus died for humanity’s sins, was buried, rose on the third day, and was
witnessed by many, including the apostles, over 500 brethren, and Paul on the road to Damascus.
He notes that some in Corinth struggled to accept the resurrection, with skeptics claiming there is
no resurrection of the dead. Paul, in response, argues against this disbelief, highlighting its
implications for the Christian faith. Mike underscores that the resurrection is central to the gospel
message and that Christ’s resurrection was affirmed by multiple witnesses, including angelic
testimony in Mark 16:6, where an angel declares, “He is risen.”
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(4:39 - 5:56) Consequences of Denying the Resurrection

Mike elaborates on Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 15, which states that if there is no
resurrection, then Christ has not risen, rendering the apostles false witnesses for claiming God
raised Jesus. Without the resurrection, faith is futile, believers remain in their sins, and those who
died in Christ have perished. Mike emphasizes the dire implications: if hope in Christ is only for this
life, Christians are “most pitiful,” especially given the persecution they faced for preaching Christ’s
death, burial, and resurrection. This section underscores the resurrection as the foundation of
Christian hope and salvation.

(6:13 - 8:54) Christ as the Firstfruits

Mike explains Paul’s declaration in 1 Corinthians 15:20 that Christ, having risen, is the “firstfruits”
of those who have died, meaning He is the first to rise never to die again. Unlike others resurrected
before Him who died again, Christ’s resurrection is permanent, offering hope for eternal life.
Referencing John 11:25-26 again, Mike reiterates Jesus’ promise that believers, though they may die
physically, will live eternally. He connects this to the concept of “firstfruits,” indicating that Christ’s
resurrection guarantees the future resurrection of believers, providing hope that they too will live
again.

(9:04 - 12:41) Eternal Life Through Christ

Mike explores the assurance of eternal life for believers, citing John 6:53-58, where Jesus teaches
that those who partake in His flesh and blood (symbolizing communion and faith) have eternal life
and will be raised on the last day. He addresses doubts some Christians have about their salvation,
referencing 1 John 5:13, which assures believers they can know they have eternal life now through
faith in Christ. Mike emphasizes that eternal life is a present reality for those in Christ, not merely a
future prospect, encouraging steadfast belief in this promise.

(12:48 - 17:19) The Nature of the Resurrected Body

Mike addresses questions raised in 1 Corinthians 15 about how the dead are raised and what kind
of body they will have. Paul compares resurrection to a seed sown in the ground, which transforms
into a new form. Mike explains that God gives each resurrected body a form as He pleases, distinct
from earthly bodies. Paul describes the resurrected body as incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and
spiritual, contrasting it with the corruptible, dishonorable, weak, and natural body. Mike highlights
the transformation from an earthly body, like Adam’s, to a heavenly body, like Christ’s, assuring
believers of a body suited for eternity.

(17:32 - 21:28) Baptism for the Dead and Resurrection Implications

Mike discusses a challenging verse, 1 Corinthians 15:29, which mentions baptism for the dead. He
notes there is little evidence of this practice in early Christianity but references modern Mormon
practices of baptizing on behalf of the deceased. He suggests the verse implies a belief in
resurrection, as baptism for the dead would be meaningless if the dead do not rise. Mike speculates
that some may have practiced this, but the key point is that baptism reflects faith in Christ’s
resurrection and the hope of rising again. He ties this to Paul’s broader argument: if Christ did not
rise, baptism and faith are pointless.
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(21:36 - 27:46) The Final Resurrection and Victory Over Death

Mike concludes with 1 Corinthians 15:50-58, where Paul explains that flesh and blood cannot
inherit God’s kingdom, but believers will be transformed at Christ’s return. In an instant, at the last
trumpet, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and the living will be changed to put on immortality.
This fulfills the prophecy that death is swallowed up in victory, with its sting—sin—defeated
through Christ. Mike emphasizes that Christ must reign until all enemies, including death, are
defeated. He encourages steadfastness in faith, knowing that labor for the Lord is not in vain due to
the hope of resurrection.

(27:55 - 30:36) Closing Exhortation and Gospel Invitation

Mike reflects on the hope provided by Christ’s resurrection, contrasting it with the mortality of
human figures like Pope John, who cannot replace Christ. He underscores that Christ’s eternal life
ensures believers’ hope, as He will never die. Mike urges anyone needing to respond to the gospel
to contact Scott or the church leadership, inviting those present to make their needs known during
the closing hymn. The sermon ends with a call to continue believing in the living Jesus and the good
news of His death, burial, and resurrection.
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