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You Never Know Where It Will Grow
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 38:12)

Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: (0:04 - 0:39), Mike Mathis

Luke 8:10,

The transcript begins with a speaker delivering a sermon, starting with a scripture reading from
Luke 8:10, where Jesus explains that the mysteries of the kingdom of God are revealed to some,
while others receive them in parables, leaving them unable to fully see or understand.

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:44 - 3:47) Introduction and Scripture Reading

The speaker greets the audience and introduces the lesson, noting its curious title and hinting at its
unpredictable direction. They correct an initial error, stating the lesson should stem from Luke
8:11, not verse 10, and explain that the sermon is inspired by an article from Bulletin Digest, an
online resource for church newsletters and sermon outlines. The article was written as spring
approached, but now, with spring present (noting the current date of March 30, 2025), the speaker
sees it as an apt time to encourage the congregation to engage in "seed planting." The sermon will
explore various ways seeds—symbolizing the Word of God—are planted, drawing from the parable
of the sower in Luke 8:4-8. In this parable, Jesus describes a sower scattering seeds, some falling by
the wayside and being eaten by birds, others on rock where they wither due to lack of moisture.

(3:50 - 5:46) The Parable Explained

The speaker continues reciting the parable from Luke 8, detailing how some seeds fell among
thorns and were choked, while others landed on good ground, yielding a hundredfold crop. Jesus
concludes with a call to hear, prompting his disciples to ask for the parable’s meaning. He explains
that the seed represents the Word of God, and the varying fates of the seeds symbolize how people
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receive it—some fail to understand due to parables, while the disciples are granted deeper insight.
The speaker pauses here, introducing a personal anecdote from the Bulletin Digest article about a
man who planted cherry tomato plants, left the fruit to fall, and later found robust tomato seedlings
sprouting across his yard the next year due to natural dispersal. This serves as an analogy for how
the Word of God can unexpectedly take root and grow.

(5:47 - 15:13) The Word as Incorruptible Seed

The speaker expands on the tomato analogy, likening it to the surprising and resilient nature of
God’s Word. They recount a personal experience of organizing Bible studies in a Job Corps, unsure
of their impact but hopeful that some seeds planted then might have later borne fruit, even if not
immediately visible. This ties into the biblical concept of the Word as an "incorruptible seed" from 1
Peter 1:23, which states that people are born again through the eternal Word of God. The speaker
cites James 1:21, where the "implanted word" can save souls when received with meekness, and 1
Corinthians 3:6-8, where Paul describes planting and Apollos watering, with God providing the
increase. This illustrates a collaborative process in spreading the Word, where one sows, another
nurtures, and God ultimately brings growth. Returning to Luke 8, the speaker elaborates on Jesus’
explanation of the parable: seeds by the wayside are snatched by the devil, those on rock lack root
and fall away in temptation, those among thorns are choked by worldly cares, and those on good
ground bear fruit with patience.

(15:15 - 16:56) The Responsibility to Plant the Seed

The speaker emphasizes that God has entrusted believers with the responsibility to plant the Word,
referencing Matthew 28:19, where Jesus commands his disciples to make disciples of all nations,
baptizing and teaching them. They also cite Romans 10:14, which questions how people can believe
without hearing the gospel, underscoring the need for preachers to proclaim it. The Word is
broadcast widely, and the speaker poses the question, "Who will serve?" to highlight the active role
Christians must play in this mission.

(16:58 - 21:43) Methods of Planting the Seed - Direct Teaching

The speaker outlines specific ways to plant the seed, beginning with direct teaching, typically led by
evangelists, elders, and church teachers, though not limited to them. They cite Acts 18:24-26, where
Aquila and Priscilla, ordinary Christians, hear Apollos—an eloquent, scripture-savvy man who
knew only John’s baptism—preaching in the synagogue. Recognizing his partial understanding,
they take him aside and teach him the way of God more accurately, demonstrating that anyone can
contribute to planting the seed through teaching.

(21:44 - 22:57) Apollos’ Growth and Impact

The speaker continues the story of Apollos, noting that after Aquila and Priscilla’s instruction, he
travels to Achaia (Acts 18:27-28), where he greatly aids believers by publicly refuting the Jews with
scripture, proving Jesus is the Christ. This shows the effectiveness of the seed planted by Aquila and
Priscilla, as Apollos’ receptiveness allowed him to grow and spread the Word further.
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(22:58 - 27:47) Indirect Teaching and Benevolence

The speaker introduces indirect teaching as another method, exemplified by Andrew bringing his
brother Simon Peter to Jesus in John 1:40-42. Andrew, having heard John the Baptist, tells Peter
they’ve found the Messiah and leads him to Jesus, who immediately recognizes and renames him
Cephas (stone), surprising Peter with his omniscience. The speaker suggests practical applications
like inviting people to services, offering correspondence courses, distributing tracts, or arranging
private Bible studies. They also mention planting seeds through benevolence, referencing
Nicodemus in John 3, who approached Jesus due to his acts of kindness. While miracles aren’t
possible today, helping others with their needs, as encouraged in Galatians 6:10, can open doors to
share the gospel. The transcript cuts off mid-sentence, but the intent is clear: good deeds can sow
seeds of faith.

(27:47 - 31:23) Planting Seeds Through Benevolence and Example

The speaker continues discussing ways to plant the seed of God’s Word, picking up from the
previous mention of benevolence. They cite Galatians 6:10, which urges believers to do good to all,
especially fellow Christians, suggesting that providing food and clothing to those in need can open
doors for sharing the gospel. Even if it doesn’t fully succeed, someone else might later nurture the
effort, reinforcing the collaborative nature of sowing and watering the Word. The speaker then
introduces planting by example, referencing 1 Peter 3:1, where wives might win their husbands to
Christ through good conduct without words, highlighting the power of silent obedience. They also
point to Paul’s example in 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9, where he worked as a tentmaker alongside Aquila
and Priscilla, laboring day and night to avoid burdening others, not because he lacked authority,
but to model a lifestyle for others to follow. The speaker notes Jesus’ teaching in John 13:35, that
love among believers demonstrates they are His disciples, further emphasizing the evangelistic
impact of a godly example.

(31:25 - 33:24) The Power of Unity as an Example

The speaker expands on the theme of example, focusing on unity among believers as a powerful
witness. They reference Jesus’ prayer in John 17:21, where He asks that His disciples be one,
mirroring His unity with the Father, so the world might believe God sent Him. The speaker laments
the division in the religious world, noting it causes disbelief in God because people struggle to
reconcile a divided portrayal of Him with His true nature. They recall a morning lesson that
portrayed God as gracious, giving humanity what it doesn’t deserve, contrasting this with the
confusion sown by religious disunity. This unity, they argue, can counter skepticism and reflect
God’s character to the world.

(33:26 - 34:30) God’s Grace and Mercy Through Christ

The speaker shifts to the core of the gospel, explaining that sin brings death, but Jesus’ death
provides a way out of eternal punishment. They emphasize God’s love, grace, and mercy in
sacrificing His only Son to save humanity from its inescapable sinfulness. This act, they assert,
offers a path to redemption that humans couldn’t achieve alone, underscoring the transformative
power of Christ’s sacrifice as the ultimate expression of divine compassion.
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(34:31 - 35:25) Demonstrating Christian Unity and Mercy

The speaker addresses skepticism about being a Christian outside man-made denominations,
asserting that believers must demonstrate through the Word that unity and a merciful God are
possible. They acknowledge God’s capacity for anger and judgment if sin persists, but stress His
desire to extend grace and mercy, made possible through Jesus’ death. This challenges the world’s
disbelief by showing a unified, merciful faith rooted in scripture, inviting others to see
Christianity’s true essence.

(35:26 - 36:35) The Gospel’s Power and Call to Action

The speaker defines the gospel as Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection according to the Scriptures,
citing Romans 1:16 to affirm its power to save anyone who believes. They conclude that while God’s
commands may seem demanding, planting seeds is achievable by recognizing opportunities to
share the Word. The simplicity of sowing, combined with faith in God’s ability to bring growth,
makes this a practical and impactful calling for all believers.

(36:39 - 38:12) Encouragement to Sow Seeds

In the final section, the speaker encourages persistence in sharing the Word, noting its
unpredictable growth as a reason to keep sowing. They reiterate the teamwork of planting and
watering, with God providing the increase, and stress that one doesn’t need to be a preacher or
teacher to participate—conversations with friends or family suffice. The speaker urges the
audience to present the truth and fulfill their role, assuring them that God will cultivate the results.
They close with an invitation to respond to the gospel as the congregation stands and sings,
emphasizing the urgency and accessibility of this call to action.
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