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Being Honorable, Part  2
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 33:23)

Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: Mike Mathis

(0:04 - 0:46) Initial Scripture Reading, Proverbs 14:34

The speaker begins the session with a greeting and an encouragement to listen to a portion of God’s word, specifically
referencing Proverbs 14:34, which states, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:48 - 3:21) Introduction and Romans 13:6-10

This sets the tone for the evening’s lesson titled "Being Honorable," which was initially introduced
in a morning session based on 1 Peter 2:11-17. Due to time constraints earlier, the speaker did not
cover a second scripture reading, so they proceed to read from Romans 13, emphasizing the
importance of paying taxes and giving due respect and honor to authorities as God’s ministers. The
reading concludes with the idea that loving one another fulfills the law, transitioning into the
continuation of the morning’s discussion from 1 Peter 2.

In this brief section, the speaker elaborates on the commandments listed in Romans 13, such as
prohibitions against adultery, murder, theft, false witness, and coveting. These are summed up in
the command to "love your neighbor as yourself." The speaker underscores that love does no harm
and is therefore the fulfillment of the law, reinforcing the moral foundation for the lesson on
honorable conduct.

(3:23 - 4:55) Submission to Authority

The speaker correlates Romans 13 with 1 Peter 2:11-17, noting their shared message about
submitting to human ordinances for the Lord’s sake. Starting at 1 Peter 2:13, the text urges

1

https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2025/25-0323p-Transcript-MM.html
https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2025/25-0323p-Transcript-MM.pdf


submission to kings and governors, who are appointed to punish evildoers and praise those who do
good. This submission aligns with God’s will, aiming to silence foolish ignorance through good
deeds. The speaker highlights the balance of living as free individuals while not using that freedom
as an excuse for wrongdoing, instead serving as bondservants of God.

(4:56 - 6:28) Balancing Obedience to God and Man

Continuing from 1 Peter 2:17, the speaker emphasizes honoring all people, loving the brotherhood,
fearing God, and honoring the king. They revisit the morning’s discussion, explaining that
Christians should obey lawful human authorities unless those laws conflict with God’s commands.
The example of Peter and John, who chose to obey God rather than men when forbidden to teach
about Jesus, illustrates this principle. The focus is on discerning when human laws align with or
oppose divine will.

(6:30 - 7:25) Submission to Government

The discussion narrows to submitting to government rules that do not contradict God’s will. In the
context of 1 Peter, this meant submitting to the Roman king (Caesar) and his appointed governors,
who were tasked with punishing evildoers. The speaker stresses that this submission is conditional,
applying only to ordinances that align with God’s expectations.

(7:27 - 9:02) Consequences of Evil and Good Deeds

Here, the speaker focuses on the consequences of actions under both human and divine law.
Breaking laws, such as those against adultery or murder, invites punishment from authorities like
governors, who are sent to address evildoers. This dual accountability reinforces the need for
honorable behavior, as evil actions lead to arrest and correction by those in authority.

(9:03 - 9:42) Praise for Doing Good

Conversely, doing good brings praise from authorities, as noted in Romans 13:3 and 1 Peter 2:15.
The speaker cites Paul’s advice to do good to avoid fear of authority and gain approval. This
positive reinforcement encourages a lifestyle of righteousness that benefits both the individual and
society.

(9:42 - 11:04) Silencing Foolish Men Through Good Works

The speaker elaborates on 1 Peter 2:15, where doing good is described as God’s will to silence the
ignorance of foolish men. Despite persecution faced by Paul and other apostles for their good
works, their example shows that persistent righteousness can counter false accusations. The
reference to Peter’s defiance of religious leaders further illustrates this resilience in adhering to
God’s commands over unjust human demands.

(11:07 - 12:43) Freedom and Responsibility

Good works refute false accusations and affirm the freedom granted through obedience to the
gospel, liberating believers from sin’s bondage. The speaker connects this spiritual freedom to civic
freedoms in the United States, such as freedom of speech, press, and religion, urging listeners not to
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take these liberties lightly.

(12:44 - 13:56) Misuse of Liberty

The speaker warns against using freedom as a "cloak for vice," such as engaging in illegal drug use
or other immoral acts. This misuse contrasts with the call to serve God as bondservants,
emphasizing that true freedom should not excuse wrongdoing but inspire honorable conduct.

(13:58 - 18:20) Current Societal Reflections

Reflecting on recent events, the speaker laments the division in the United States, suggesting it feels
more like the "divided states" due to neglect by leaders. Citing 1 Peter 2:17, they stress honoring all
people and loving the brotherhood, expressing disappointment in the previous administration’s
apparent indifference and the church’s lack of care for fellow Christians. The call is to prioritize
doing good, especially to the household of faith, while extending kindness to all.

(18:23 - 33:23) Challenges Within the Brotherhood

The speaker discusses a YouTube program by Johnny and Caleb Robertson, highlighting tensions
within the Christian brotherhood. Caleb’s interviews with controversial figures spark mixed
reactions—praise for engagement and criticism for not confronting unscriptural views harshly
enough. The speaker defends Caleb’s approach, suggesting that dialogue with those holding false
beliefs is valuable unless they refuse to repent. They critique the brotherhood’s tendency to shun
rather than engage, drawing parallels to Jesus’ outreach to sinners. The session concludes with a
call to honor all people, fear God, and respect authority (like the president, compared to Caesar),
reinforcing Proverbs 14:34. An invitation to respond to the gospel follows, urging action and prayer.
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