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Being Honorable, Part  1
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 29:04)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:04 - 1:16), Tom Freed

(0:02 - 0:13) Introduction to Romans 13 Reading

The transcript begins with a speaker greeting the audience and announcing their intention to read from Romans 13, verses 1-5.
This brief introduction sets the stage for a scriptural reading focused on the relationship between individuals and governing
authorities.

(0:15 - 1:16) Romans 13, Verses 1-5 - Submission to Authorities

The speaker reads Romans 13:1-5, emphasizing that every person must submit to governing authorities, as all authority is
established by God. Resisting such authority is equated with opposing God’s ordinance, leading to condemnation. The passage
portrays rulers as agents of God, not to be feared by those who do good but by those who do evil. The text highlights the role of
authorities as ministers of God, wielding the sword to punish evildoers and praising those who act rightly, urging submission
not just out of fear of punishment but for the sake of conscience.

2nd Scripture Reading (1:21 - 2:32), Roger Raines

(1:23 - 2:32) Romans 13, Verses 6-10 - Taxes and Love as Fulfillment of the Law

Continuing with Romans 13:6-10, the speaker explains that taxes are paid because rulers are God’s servants, devoted to
governance. People are instructed to give what is due—taxes, customs, fear, and honor—to the appropriate recipients. The
passage transitions into a broader ethical command: to owe nothing except love to one another, as loving one’s neighbor fulfills
the law. Specific commandments like prohibitions against adultery, murder, theft, and coveting are cited, all summed up by the
principle of loving one’s neighbor as oneself. The reading concludes with the assertion that love, which does no harm, is the
fulfillment of the law, followed by a greeting to the church.
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(2:37 - 5:23) Transition to 1 Peter 2 and Lesson Introduction

The speaker expresses gratitude for the opportunity to explore God’s word, noting that recent
events over the past few months and weeks prompted this lesson. They shift to reading from 1
Peter 2:11-17, urging the audience as sojourners and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts that
harm the soul and to maintain honorable conduct among non-believers. This conduct, marked by
good works, could lead detractors to glorify God. Submission to human ordinances, such as those
from kings or governors, is encouraged for the Lord’s sake, as these authorities punish evil and
praise good. The speaker emphasizes living as free people without using liberty as a cover for vice,
concluding with a call to honor all, love the brotherhood, fear God, and honor the king. The lesson’s
title, “Being Honorable,” is introduced, with a clarification that it is not a political speech.

(5:28 - 9:37) Reflection on Current Events and Honorable Conduct

The speaker references Proverbs 11:11, which contrasts the exaltation of a city by the upright with
its ruin by the wicked, to frame a discussion of a recent presidential address to Congress. They note
that the opposing party refused to applaud when the president highlighted real people enduring
struggles, instead showing disrespect by remaining seated, becoming disruptive, or walking out.
Specific mention is made of Representative Al Green being escorted out, an incident previously
noted by another speaker named Jim. The speaker argues that this behavior dishonored both the
struggling individuals and the elected president, regardless of political disagreement, underscoring
the need for honorable conduct as a reflection of respect for authority and fellow citizens.

(9:40 - 15:34) Personal Examples and Moral Conduct

The speaker reiterates 1 Peter 2:11, urging abstention from fleshly lusts and honorable conduct to
glorify God despite accusations of evil. They cite 2 Thessalonians 5:22’s call to abstain from all
forms of evil, sharing personal examples of avoiding places serving alcohol, like a restaurant
named “Two Burgers and a Beer,” to maintain a consistent Christian witness. They contrast this
with attending workplace Christmas parties where alcohol was prohibited, avoiding events where
it was served due to potential misconduct, such as an incident requiring police intervention. The
speaker ties this to submitting to human ordinances for the Lord’s sake, as long as they do not
conflict with God’s commands, emphasizing that good deeds should glorify God.

(15:35 - 20:45) Balancing Submission and Obedience to God

Addressing potential conflicts between human laws and God’s will, the speaker asserts that while
submission to authorities is required, obedience to God takes precedence when laws contradict
divine commands, referencing Peter’s defiance of religious leaders. They affirm that laws not
conflicting with God, such as traffic regulations, should be obeyed, echoing Romans 13’s call to
submit to authorities as God’s appointees. The consequences of breaking laws, like robbery, are
highlighted—criminals live in fear, unable to enjoy ill-gotten gains, facing inevitable punishment.
The speaker acknowledges issues like police brutality, suggesting that mistakes can occur due to
human error, but maintains that authorities generally pursue justice, encouraging good conduct to
earn praise rather than fear.
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(20:48 - 27:53) Authority, Conscience, and Contemporary Issues

The speaker continues discussing police actions, noting instances where errors lead to unintended
harm, yet frames these as efforts to apprehend criminals. They encourage personal accountability,
like obeying speed limits to avoid consequences, reinforcing that authorities are God’s ministers for
good, wielding power to punish evil. The discussion shifts to the president’s deportation of illegal
immigrants, particularly gang members and murderers, which has faced opposition. The speaker
argues that illegal entry is inherently wrong, akin to other crimes, and stresses the need for a
conscience-driven life. They advocate recognizing governmental authority when it aligns with
justice, warning that defiance of rightful laws leads to suffering, and urging adherence to laws that
do not contradict God’s will. The transcript ends mid-sentence, suggesting a continuation of this
thought.

(26:42 - 27:53) Compliance with Righteous Laws and Authority

The speaker continues their discourse by emphasizing the importance of adhering to laws that
align with God’s will and do not contradict divine commands. They draw a parallel between
obeying civil laws and respecting parental authority, noting that parents represent the earliest form
of authority in one’s life. Honoring father and mother, as a foundational principle, should naturally
extend to recognizing and respecting the authority of civil government when its laws are just. The
speaker underscores that compliance with such laws is a straightforward extension of honoring
authority figures, reinforcing the idea that submission to rightful governance mirrors familial
obedience.

(27:57 - 28:57) Doing Good to Glorify God and Silencing Critics

In this section, the speaker encourages the audience to perform good deeds, asserting that such
actions allow observers to glorify God. They suggest that living honorably can counter accusations
of wrongdoing, effectively silencing critics who might speak against them as evildoers. This aligns
with earlier references to 1 Peter 2, where good works serve as a testimony to God’s glory. The
speaker then announces that a second part of this lesson will be presented later that evening,
indicating the topic’s continuation. They conclude by offering a gospel invitation, inviting anyone in
the audience who feels compelled to respond—perhaps through confession, prayer, or another
spiritual need—to make it known, transitioning into a call for communal action.

(28:59 - 29:04) Invitation to Respond During Song

The speaker briefly closes the session by urging those who wish to act on the gospel invitation to do
so as the congregation stands and sings. This short segment serves as a practical directive,
encouraging immediate response during a hymn, a common practice in many church settings to
facilitate spiritual decisions in a supportive, collective environment. The brevity of this section
reflects its function as a procedural conclusion to the lesson, linking the message’s themes of
obedience and honor to a moment of personal commitment.
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