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Tests, Part 1
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 26:23)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:04 - 0:23), Scott Reynolds

Psalm 17:3

• A reading of Psalm 17:3, which speaks about God testing the heart and the speaker’s
commitment not to transgress with words.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:28 - 0:46), Roger Raines

Proverbs 17:3

• A reading of Proverbs 17:3, emphasizing that while a pot refines silver and a furnace
refines gold, it is the Lord who tests hearts.

Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(0:51 - 0:53) Opening Greeting

• A warm "good morning" greeting to the audience.

(0:56 - 1:12) Introduction to Speaker and Lesson Structure

• The speaker introduces himself as one of the rotating lesson presenters, mentioning that today’s
lesson will be split into two parts, with the second part delivered in the evening.

(1:13 - 1:39) Introduction to the Lesson Theme

• The theme centers on being tested, illustrated by a humorous scenario of a high school student’s
stressful first day, highlighting everyday life as a series of tests.
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(1:40 - 4:38) Tests and Choices in Daily Life

• The speaker uses the scenario to discuss how life constantly tests our character, self-discipline,
and problem-solving skills.

• Definitions of "test" and "choice" are provided, noting that tests and choices are often
interconnected, with choices having consequences.

(4:39 - 6:13) Responding to Tests with Spiritual Growth

• Tests are not inherently negative but are meant to measure spiritual growth.

• The speaker suggests a checklist for facing tests: assess the situation, pray, apply lessons from
experience and scripture, glorify God, and give thanks after the test.

(6:14 - 7:19) Reflecting on Tests and Their Purpose

• Christians are encouraged to view life’s challenges as either tests from God or temptations from
the devil, potentially carrying eternal consequences.

(7:20 - 9:13) Example from Israel’s Wilderness Journey

• Recounts how God tested the Israelites in the wilderness through hunger and dependence on
Him for manna, assessing their obedience and reliance on divine provision.

(9:14 - 11:34) Further Tests for Israel’s Obedience and Fear of God

• Highlights another test at Mount Sinai where God used fear to encourage obedience among the
Israelites, who were in the early stages of their faith.

(11:36 - 12:57) Israel’s Development and Discipline under God’s Guidance

• God’s discipline aimed to foster a respectful fear, building obedience among the newly
converted Israelites, emphasizing the slow process of spiritual growth.

(12:59 - 15:08) Tests in the Desert and God’s Discipline

• Moses emphasizes in Deuteronomy that the wilderness experiences were to humble and test the
Israelites' hearts, shaping their dependence on God.

(15:09 - 16:26) Hardships as Tests of Faith

• Hardships serve to focus believers on God and develop reliance on Him, teaching that blessings
and provision come from Him.

(16:27 - 17:45) Wisdom from Past Experiences

• The speaker encourages learning from past tests and praying for wisdom, which combines
scripture knowledge with life experience.

• Life is portrayed as God’s classroom, with Jesus as the teacher, the Bible as the textbook, and the
Holy Spirit as the teacher’s assistant.
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(17:46 - 18:13) Seeking God in Testing and Temptation

• Emphasizes the importance of prayer in recognizing tests and temptations.

• Encourages seeking God’s help with right motives, trusting His timing in providing support.

(18:14 - 18:50) Facing Life’s Trials with Maturity

• Suggests not asking for trials to disappear but learning from them to grow and rely on God.

• Defines temptations as tests that challenge personal growth and obedience.

(18:50 - 19:27) “Parazo” – The Greek Word for Test and Temptation

• Introduces the Greek term “parazo,” used for both testing and tempting.

• Differentiates God’s testing, meant to strengthen faith, from Satan’s tempting, which aims to
lead believers astray.

(19:28 - 20:02) God’s Support in Tests

• States that God desires believers to pass tests, relying on His teachings and strength.

• Contrasts Satan’s aim to reclaim believers’ wills by promoting sin and separation from God.

(20:03 - 20:30) Jesus as the Model for Overcoming Temptation

• Points to Jesus as the ultimate example of passing tests and resisting temptations, through faith
and scripture.

(20:32 - 21:26) Jesus’ Preparation and Spiritual Growth

• Discusses Jesus’ upbringing in the Jewish faith, highlighting Mary and Joseph’s role in teaching
Him God’s law.

• Mentions Jesus’ early knowledge and engagement with scripture and religious discussions.

(21:27 - 23:16) Jesus and the Law

• Describes Jesus’ dedication to scripture, quoting Deuteronomy to affirm the importance of God’s
Word as central to life.

• Stresses that Jesus’ familiarity with scripture prepared Him to overcome any test or temptation.

(23:19 - 24:45) Jesus Responds to Testing by the Pharisees

• Recounts an instance where Pharisees tried to trap Jesus regarding taxes.

• Jesus cleverly responds, distinguishing duties to Caesar and God, illustrating His wisdom in
handling tests.

(24:45 - 25:51) The Temptation of Christ as a Model for Believers

• Highlights the recorded account of Jesus’ temptation by Satan, showcasing how He relied on
scripture to resist.

• Emphasizes the significance of knowing scripture to counter temptations.
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(25:52 - 26:23) Conclusion of the Study and Invitation

• Encourages attendees to return for the evening session to conclude the discussion on tests.

• Offers an invitation for prayer and support to those struggling with tests or sins, affirming the
church’s support through prayer.
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