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The Body of Christ
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 25:34)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:53), Mike Mathis

Scripture: Romans 12:6-8

Discusses the different gifts given by grace for the service of the church:

• Prophecy should be exercised in proportion to one’s faith.

• Ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, and showing mercy each have their
unique expression (liberality in giving, diligence in leading, cheerfulness in mercy).

2nd Scripture Reading (0:58 - 1:36), Tom Freed

Scripture: Colossians 1:16-18

Highlights Christ’s role in creation and His preeminence:

• All things were created through and for Him.

• He is before all things and in Him, all things hold together.

• He is the head of the church, the beginning, the firstborn from the dead.

Summary
Preacher: Tom Freed

(1:40 - 6:42) Introduction to Sermon - The Body of Christ

Purpose and Membership: 

• The pastor questions why attendees chose West Side Church of Christ.

• Emphasizes that despite not being the largest church, it feels like home due to community
and personal connections.
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• Members like Wally, Carol, Jim, Scott, and Joe have been long-time attendees, contributing
to the church’s continuity.

Divine Placement: 

• God places each member in the church body for a purpose according to 1 Corinthians
12:18.

• The diversity in personalities and talents enriches the church, forming one body with
Christ as the head (1 Corinthians 12:12).

Importance of Individual Gifts: 

• Encourages the use of personal gifts as outlined in Romans 12:4-5.

• Every gift, whether prophesying, teaching, serving, or showing mercy, is essential for the
church’s growth and function.

(6:45 - 7:39) Acknowledgment of All Contributions

Recognition of Less Visible Contributions: 

• Example of Sal, who despite health issues, participates in services via phone, illustrating
dedication.

• Encourages humility in the use of gifts, referencing Romans 12:3, where one should not
think of themselves more highly than they ought.

(7:41 - 9:26) Body Analogy Continued

Unity and Diversity in Function: 

• Using the analogy of the human body, emphasizes that every part, regardless of visibility
or perceived importance, is crucial for the body’s function, paralleling the church body (1
Corinthians 12:14-17).

(9:29 - 10:10) Scriptural References to Body Parts

Dependency and Honor in the Body: 

• No part of the body can claim independence from others (1 Corinthians 12:21-22).

• The parts that seem weaker or less honorable are often the most necessary, reflecting the
importance of all church members.

(10:12 - 13:46) Conclusion on Unity and Purpose

Essential Roles in the Body: 

• Vital organs are protected because they are essential for life, just as some church roles,
though less visible, are crucial.

• Encourages members to perform acts of kindness and service in secret, promising divine
reward (Matthew 6:4).

Unity in Diversity: 

• All members are baptized into one spirit, forming one body despite differences in
background (1 Corinthians 12:13).

• Urges members to be like-minded, selfless, and considerate of others' interests
(Philippians 2:2-4).
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Encouragement and Mutual Support: 

• Highlights the need for mutual encouragement and support within the church community
(1 Thessalonians 5:11).

(13:49 - 16:06) Final Thoughts

Using Talents: 

• Encourages the active use of one’s abilities, suggesting that using them leads to further
blessings.

Christ as the Head: 

• Christ is described as the head of the church, guiding and leading with love, drawing a
parallel to the husband’s role in marriage (Ephesians 5:23-24).

Biblical Hierarchy: 

• A brief mention of traditional roles within the church and family, emphasizing Christ’s
ultimate authority over all.

(16:09 - 17:56) Christ’s Sacrifice for the Church

Redemption through Blood: 

• Christ purchased the church with His blood, symbolizing the ultimate sacrifice for
salvation (Acts 20:28).

• Redemption and forgiveness of sins come through His blood, as per Ephesians 1:7.

• The event of Jesus' side being pierced and the flow of blood and water is linked to
baptism, symbolizing spiritual cleansing and rebirth (John 19:34, Romans 6:3-5).

(17:57 - 20:48) Baptism and Church Membership

Baptism’s Significance: 

• Baptism is highlighted as a crucial step in the Christian journey, leading to membership in
the church body (Acts 2:41).

• The process involves hearing, believing, repenting, confessing, being baptized, and
remaining faithful.

The Church as Christ’s Bride: 

• Describes the church as being sanctified and cleansed by Christ, prepared to be presented
to Him in splendor (Ephesians 5:25-27).

• The church is depicted as the bride of Christ, waiting for His return (Revelation 21:9, 19:7,
21:2).

(20:50 - 22:44) Eschatological Hope and Church’s Role

Promise for the Faithful: 

• Those who remain faithful in the church will inherit all things, with the promise of a new
heaven and earth where God will dwell with His people (Revelation 21:3-7).

• Emphasizes the importance of being part of the church for salvation, as Christ will return
for His church.
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(22:45 - 23:50) Consequences of Not Belonging to the Church

Warning Against Sin: 

• Lists those who will not inherit the kingdom, emphasizing the need to avoid sin and
remain faithful to the church (Revelation 21:8).

• Highlights the challenge of staying faithful amid worldly temptations but stresses the
necessity of perseverance.

(23:52 - 25:34) Invitation to Salvation

Blessed to Attend the Marriage Supper: 

• Being invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb is described as a blessing (Revelation
19:9).

• The sermon concludes with an invitation for those not yet part of the church to join, using
the parable of the wedding feast to underscore the importance of accepting God’s
invitation without excuse.

Final Call to Action: 

• Encourages members to actively use their gifts for the church’s benefit, acknowledging
that everyone’s contribution is vital.

• Offers an opportunity for anyone needing prayers or baptism to come forward,
emphasizing the urgency of salvation and the eternal consequences of one’s spiritual
state.
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