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Nicodemus, Part 1
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 35:33)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:52), John Nousek

John 3:1-3,

• The speaker introduces a reading from the Gospel of John, chapter 3, verses 1-3.

• Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a Jewish ruler, visits Jesus at night, acknowledging Jesus as a
teacher from God due to the signs he performs.

• Jesus tells Nicodemus that one must be born again to see the kingdom of God.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:57 - 1:48), Roger Raines

John 3:6-10,

• That which is born of the flesh is the flesh and that which is born of the (1:16) spirit is
spirit.

Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(1:53 - 2:30) Introduction and Initial Exchange

• Mention of "The Chosen"

◦ The speaker recommends the drama series "The Chosen" to the audience, particularly
praising the portrayal of Nicodemus by actor Eric Avari.

(2:31 - 3:08) Study Introduction

• Purpose of the Study

◦ The speaker expresses intent to conduct a study on the conversation between Jesus and
Nicodemus, highlighting its importance.
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◦ The study will be split into two sessions: morning and evening.

(3:10 - 5:53) Detailed Verse-by-Verse Discussion

• Context of Nicodemus

◦ Nicodemus is described as a Pharisee, a strict follower of Jewish law, and a member of the
Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council.

• Nicodemus’s Night Visit

◦ He comes to Jesus at night, possibly to have a private conversation away from distractions
and public scrutiny.

• Jesus' Teaching on Rebirth

◦ Jesus explains the necessity of being born of water and spirit to enter the kingdom of God.

◦ He uses the metaphor of wind to describe the unpredictable and divine nature of being born
of the spirit.

• Nicodemus’s Reaction

◦ Nicodemus expresses confusion about how one could be born again, leading Jesus to
question his understanding given his position as Israel’s teacher.

• Further Teachings

◦ Jesus discusses the Son of Man being lifted up, similar to Moses lifting the serpent, and
introduces the famous verse about God’s love and the gift of eternal life through belief in His
Son.

(5:54 - 16:47) Theological Implications and Nicodemus’s Background

• Purpose of Jesus’s Mission

◦ Jesus’s mission is not to judge but to save the world, highlighting the judgment that comes
from disbelief.

• Nicodemus’s Character

◦ He is depicted as a learned man, not a coward, interested in Jesus for personal spiritual
reasons rather than out of fear.

• Historical Context

◦ The speaker connects Nicodemus to the story of Jesus as a young boy in the temple,
suggesting Nicodemus might have met or heard of Jesus in his youth.

(16:48 - 24:43) Respect and Recognition

• Respect for Jesus

◦ Nicodemus shows respect by calling Jesus "Rabbi", indicating his acknowledgment of Jesus’s
divine mission despite potential differences in understanding.

2



• Born Again Concept

◦ Jesus emphasizes the necessity of spiritual rebirth, a concept not alien to Jewish tradition
but one that Nicodemus struggles to fully grasp in its…

• Converts and Spiritual Birth

◦ Converts to Judaism were considered "born again" through a change of heart and outward
circumcision, symbolizing entry into God’s covenant.

◦ Jesus speaks of a spiritual rebirth necessary for entering the kingdom of God.

• Nicodemus’s Confusion

◦ Nicodemus struggles to understand the concept of being born again, thinking in physical
terms rather than spiritual.

• Jesus’s Clarification on Baptism

◦ Jesus explains that one must be born of water and the spirit to enter the kingdom, linking
this to baptism where one’s sins are atoned, and they are spiritually renewed.

• Example of Stephen’s Baptism

◦ The speaker mentions baptizing Stephen, who, through baptism, became a new creation,
signifying the removal of sins and the receipt of the Holy Spirit.

(24:45 - 27:49) Scriptural Support and Transformation

• Testimony of Young Believers

◦ Stephen, despite his youth, publicly declared his need for baptism, illustrating courage and
faith.

• Scriptural References to New Birth

◦ References from John 1:12-13 and 2 Corinthians 5:17 show that being in Christ means
becoming a new creation through faith and obedience.

• Nicodemus’s Knowledge

◦ Nicodemus, as a teacher of Israel, should have connected the spiritual rebirth with the Old
Testament practices like the baptism of proselytes.

(27:50 - 29:12) Distinction Between Flesh and Spirit

• Spiritual Transformation

◦ Jesus distinguishes between natural (fleshly) birth and spiritual birth, necessary for
heavenly transformation.

• Church Membership

◦ Spiritual birth is required for true membership in Christ’s church, not just physical presence
among believers.
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(29:14 - 35:26) The Role of the Holy Spirit

• Transformation in Christ

◦ The need for mental and spiritual transformation is highlighted, with God drawing people
through the work of the Holy Spirit.

• Nicodemus’s Reaction

◦ Nicodemus is perplexed by Jesus’s teachings on being born again, indicating his difficulty in
understanding spiritual concepts.

• Misunderstanding of Scriptures

◦ The leaders under the Mosaic law often performed their duties without understanding the
deeper spiritual implications, as exemplified by their failure to recognize Jesus as the
Messiah.

• The Pharisees and Sadducees

◦ The Pharisees believed in the Holy Spirit but lacked deep discussion on its work, while the
Sadducees rejected spiritual concepts entirely.

(35:28 - 35:33) Conclusion

• The speaker announces the continuation of the discussion in the evening session and offers an
invitation for any immediate spiritual needs among the audience.
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