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God is Merciful
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 34:17)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:44), Roger Raines

Romans 9:14-16,

• The session begins with an announcement of the first scripture reading from the Book of
Romans, Chapter 9, verses 14-16.

• The passage is read, discussing the nature of God’s justice and mercy, quoting God’s words
to Moses about showing mercy and compassion to whom He chooses.

• Emphasizes that God’s mercy is not based on human will or effort but on His own
decision. The reading concludes.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:xx - 0:xx), Not recorded

The second reading not recorded

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:49 - 0:59) Greeting Visitors and Callers

• A welcome greeting is extended to visitors and those participating remotely via phone.

(1:00 - 1:21) Introduction to the Lesson

• The speaker introduces the lesson of the day, focusing on the theme "God is merciful" but notes
that man often turns away from God.
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(1:22 - 2:17) Perceptions of God’s Judgment

• Discusses how some people only recognize one aspect of God, either His judgment or His love,
which leads to misunderstandings about His nature, especially regarding the judgment of the
wicked.

(2:18 - 2:58) Explanation of Divine Judgment

• Clarifies that while God is loving, He will judge and punish sin, referencing the eternal
punishment for the unrighteous as described in scripture.

(3:00 - 3:52) Misconceptions of God’s Actions

• Addresses accusations against God for being a "bloodthirsty" deity, redirecting blame towards
the devil for causing human sin and subsequent divine judgment.

(3:53 - 4:37) Biblical Context of Sin

• Recounts the story of Adam and Eve, emphasizing how their disobedience led to their
realization of nakedness and subsequent expulsion from Eden.

(4:39 - 5:25) Mercy from Romans 9

• Relates the scripture reading to a passage in Exodus where Moses pleads for God’s mercy,
illustrating God’s merciful nature.

(5:27 - 6:32) God’s Mercy in Exodus

• Details the aftermath of the Israelites' idolatry with the golden calf, with Moses interceding for
mercy, which God grants, showing His compassion.

(6:33 - 6:59) Moses' Request for God’s Glory

• Moses asks to see God’s glory, and God promises to show His goodness and proclaim His name,
highlighting His sovereign mercy.

(7:00 - 7:32) God’s Sovereign Mercy

• Reiterates that God decides on whom He will show mercy and compassion, quoting directly
from scripture.

(7:34 - 8:19) Scriptural References to Mercy

• Mentions Hebrews 8:12 about God’s mercy towards unrighteousness and Matthew 5:7 about the
blessedness of the merciful.

(8:20 - 8:43) Human Application of Mercy

• Stresses that humans should reflect God’s mercy but often fail to do so.

2



(8:44 - 9:00) Human Unkindness

• Discusses how humans can be unmerciful, contrasting this with God’s consistent compassion.

(9:01 - 9:34) Teaching of Jesus on Mercy

• Introduces Jesus' teaching on loving enemies from Matthew 5, setting the stage for further
discussion on mercy.

(9:35 - 10:01) Love for Enemies

• Continues with Jesus' instruction to do good to those who wrong us, emphasizing unconditional
love.

(10:03 - 10:20) Specific Instructions on Loving Enemies

• Quotes Jesus directly on loving neighbors and enemies, promoting a radical form of love.

(10:21 - 10:50) Blessings Despite Persecution

• Encourages blessing and doing good to those who curse or hate, supported by scripture.

(10:52 - 11:24) Practical Acts of Mercy

• Cites Romans 12:20 on feeding and giving drink to one’s enemy, illustrating practical mercy.

(11:25 - 11:49) New Testament Echoes Old Testament

• Highlights that the principle of loving enemies is not new but rooted in Old Testament teachings
like Proverbs 25:21-22.

(11:50 - 12:22) Continuity of Mercy Across Testaments

• Further explains the Old Testament origin of the concept of doing good to one’s enemies.

(12:25 - 12:44) Defeating Enemies with Kindness

• Discusses how kindness can turn enemies into friends, quoting Proverbs.

(12:45 - 12:58) Practical Application of Mercy

• Emphasizes the strategic use of kindness in dealing with hostility.

(12:59 - 13:19) Reflection on Divine and Human Mercy

• Concludes the segment by linking human mercy to God’s example.
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(13:20 - 13:40) Transition to Examples of Mercy

• Prepares to share Old Testament examples to illustrate God’s mercy.

(13:41 - 14:54) The Time of Noah

• Begins the story of Noah, setting the context of human wickedness before the flood.

(14:55 - 15:36) God’s Grief and Decision

• Describes God’s sorrow over human sinfulness, leading to His decision to destroy humanity.

(15:38 - 16:25) Noah’s Righteousness

• Introduces Noah as the one who found grace in God’s eyes, contrasting with the general
corruption.

(16:26 - 16:38) Noah’s Character

• Details Noah’s righteousness and how he walked with God.

(16:40 - 17:17) Explanation of Noah’s Perfection

• Clarifies that Noah’s "perfection" refers to his integrity and obedience, not sinlessness.

(17:18 - 17:57) The State of the World

• Describes the earth as corrupt and violent, setting the stage for the flood.

(17:57 - 18:17) Noah’s Unique Righteousness

• Highlights Noah as the only righteous man amidst widespread corruption.

(18:17 - 18:49) God’s Mercy to Noah

• Explains how God spares Noah by instructing him to build the ark.

(18:49 - 19:02) Instructions for Building the Ark

• Notes the detailed instructions God gave Noah regarding the ark’s construction.

(19:03 - 19:16) Preparing the Ark

• Lists the items to be taken into the ark, including animals.

(19:18 - 19:47) Noah’s Obedience

• Affirms Noah’s obedience to God’s commands, leading to the salvation of his family.
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(19:50 - 20:14) The Flood and Salvation

• States that only eight people, Noah’s family, were saved from the flood.

(20:14 - 20:32) Outcome of God’s Mercy

• Emphasizes that Noah’s family was spared because they followed God’s instructions.

(20:33 - 20:55) God’s Mercy in Action

• Concludes the narrative of Noah, illustrating divine mercy in saving the righteous.

(20:55 - 21:20) Transition to Another Example

• Introduces the story of Sodom and Gomorrah to further exemplify God’s mercy.

(21:21 - 22:52) Angels Visit Abraham

• Describes the visit of angels to Abraham, announcing Sarah’s pregnancy and the impending
judgment on Sodom.

(22:54 - 23:21) Abraham’s Plea

• Recounts Abraham’s negotiation with God for sparing Sodom if righteous people are found
there.

(23:24 - 23:54) Lack of Righteous in Sodom

• Notes that even ten righteous could not be found in Sodom, leading to its destruction.

(23:56 - 24:19) Angels in Sodom

• Describes the angels' arrival in Sodom and their encounter with Lot.

(24:20 - 24:44) Lot’s Offer

• Discusses Lot’s attempt to protect the angels by offering his daughters, showing his confusion
and desperation.

(24:45 - 25:23) Angels Protect Lot

• The narrative breaks at the point where the angels intervene to protect Lot from the crowd,
indicating an upcoming resolution.

(25:23 - 25:38) Divine Intervention in Sodom

• The angels protect Lot by blinding the men of Sodom, ensuring Lot and his family’s escape from
the city before its destruction, with a warning not to look back.
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(25:42 - 26:10) Consequences and Lot’s Righteousness

• Lot’s wife looks back and turns into a pillar of salt. Lot, recognized as a righteous soul, is saved
from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, two notably sinful cities.

(26:11 - 27:01) Lot’s Regret and Mercy Received

• After the destruction, only Lot and his two daughters remain, highlighting the mercy shown to
Lot despite his choice to settle near Sodom, which he later regretted.

(27:02 - 27:28) Reflection on Lot’s Choices

• Discusses how Lot’s choice to live near Sodom vexed his soul due to the surrounding sin, yet
God provided mercy to him and his family by saving them.

(27:29 - 27:43) Overview of Old Testament Mercy

• Emphasizes that the Old Testament shows God’s mercy, encouraging a balanced understanding
of God’s nature.

(27:45 - 27:56) Balancing Mercy and Judgment

• Acknowledges that while God destroys the wicked, He also shows mercy, balancing the concepts
of divine judgment and mercy.

(27:56 - 28:18) Reasons for Divine Destruction

• Explains that the destruction of societies like Sodom was due to their wickedness, with mercy
shown to the righteous like Noah and Lot.

(28:20 - 28:30) Mercy and Judgment Coexist

• Reiterates that God is merciful yet also judges the wicked, calling for a recognition of both
attributes.

(28:32 - 28:59) God’s Sovereign Mercy

• Quotes Paul from Romans to illustrate that God’s mercy and compassion are given at His
discretion, addressing misconceptions about God’s love and justice.

(28:59 - 29:17) Misinterpretations of God’s Nature

• Challenges the belief that a loving God would not punish, highlighting the historical examples of
divine judgment.

(29:17 - 29:30) Historical Judgments by God

• Recalls the flood in Noah’s time and the fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, underscoring the reason
for these judgments was the pervasive wickedness.
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(29:30 - 29:52) Mercy in Catastrophes

• Contrasts the destruction with the mercy shown to Noah and Lot, saving them from the
calamities due to their righteousness.

(29:53 - 30:19) The Ultimate Act of Mercy

• Discusses God’s ultimate act of mercy through sending Jesus to provide salvation, offering
redemption from sin.

(30:23 - 30:47) The Choice of Salvation

• Emphasizes that salvation through Jesus is a choice individuals can make, refuting the idea that
one cannot respond to God’s invitation.

(30:48 - 31:19) Invitation to Jesus

• Invites all who are burdened to come to Jesus, reinforcing that one can respond to His call
regardless of past alienation or current faith status.

(31:21 - 31:50) Obedience and Ongoing Mercy

• Details that obedience to the gospel involves belief and baptism, and even after, one can
continually seek God’s mercy for ongoing burdens.

(31:52 - 32:16) Clarification on Faith and Works

• Clarifies that faith requires action (baptism) beyond mere belief, challenging the notion of "faith
only" salvation.

(32:18 - 32:28) Faith as an Active Principle

• Stresses that faith is an act, not just a belief, and this active faith is what saves.

(32:29 - 32:44) Grace and Works

• Affirms that even with human effort, salvation remains by God’s grace and mercy, not earned
by works alone.

(32:44 - 33:10) Call to Obey God

• Urges those who haven’t to obey the gospel, emphasizing that obedience to God’s commands is
possible and necessary.

(33:10 - 33:22) Personal Responsibility in Faith

• Reiterates individual choice in responding to God’s call to salvation, promoting the act of
baptism.
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(33:23 - 34:17) Final Call to Action

• Concludes with an invitation to accept God’s mercy through baptism for those new to faith, or
restoration for those who have strayed, and to bring any burdens to Jesus, urging immediate
action.
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