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James on Prayer
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 33:34)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:43), Kevin Woosley

Matthew 6:9-13,

• The speaker announces the reading from the Book of Matthew, chapter 6, verses 9
through 13.

• The speaker starts reciting the Lord’s Prayer, highlighting "Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name."

• Continues with the prayer: "Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one."

• Ends the prayer with, "For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen."

2nd Scripture Reading (0:48 - 1:07), Tom Freed

Ephesians 6:18,

• The speaker introduces a reading from Ephesians 6:18, focusing on prayer: "Praying at all
times in the spirit, with all prayer and supplication."

Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

1:12 - 1:34: Topic Introduction

• Discusses that the sermon’s topic is prayer, acknowledging the presence of people dealing with
personal or familial suffering, some of whom have passed away.
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(1:36 - 1:58) Comfort from the Bible

• Emphasizes the comfort provided by God through scripture, especially when hurting.

(1:59 - 2:16) The Model Prayer

• Mentions Kevin presenting the Lord’s Prayer, known as the model prayer taught by Jesus to his
disciples.

(2:17 - 2:33) Genuine Prayer

• Highlights the beauty of the Lord’s Prayer but stresses the importance of heartfelt, personal
prayer over mere recitation.

(2:35 - 2:49) Personal Connection with Prayer

• Suggests that while reciting the Lord’s Prayer is good, God prefers hearing directly from the
heart of individuals.

(2:50 - 3:23) Focus on Prayer in Hard Times

• Shifts focus to prayers for those in pain or with suffering loved ones, using the model prayer as
a guide.

(3:29 - 4:02) Challenges in Perspective

• Discusses the difficulty of seeing beyond immediate problems when in distress, likening it to not
seeing the forest for the trees.

(4:03 - 4:27) Personal Impact on Service

• Relates personal experiences of preparing sermons while dealing with loved ones' suffering,
mentioning Scott’s known solace about his brother’s fate.

(4:30 - 4:52) Uncertainty About Loved Ones

• Shares uncertainty about the spiritual fate of his sister, trusting in God’s grace.

(4:56 - 5:26) Hospice Experience

• Describes the emotional preparation for his sister’s passing in hospice, noting the finality of her
last moments.

(5:27 - 5:47) Reflections on Death

• Reflects on the spiritual departure observed in his sister’s expression, highlighting the difficulty
of sermon preparation during personal grief.
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(5:48 - 6:13) Introduction to James

• Introduces James, the brother of Jesus, whose writings are particularly useful for those in tough
times.

(6:14 - 6:34) James' Writing Style

• Describes James' direct and candid writing style.

(6:35 - 6:50) Humorous Anecdote About James

• Speculates humorously about James' personality as the family’s informant.

(6:53 - 7:31) James' Advice

• Recommends James' epistle for those facing hardships, citing verses from James 1 about trials
leading to maturity.

(7:31 - 8:02) Trials and Perseverance

• Quotes James on considering trials as joy, leading to perseverance, maturity, and completeness.

(8:04 - 8:37) Blessing of Perseverance

• Continues with the promise of the crown of life for those who persevere under trial.

(8:38 - 8:48) Thoughtful Response to Trials

• Urges contemplation rather than reaction to trials, suggesting a considered response.

(8:50 - 9:26) Self-Control in Trials

• Advocates for self-control and a thoughtful response rather than an emotional reaction.

(9:27 - 9:38) Joy in Trials

• Reiterates the call to respond with joy to life’s challenges.

(9:43 - 10:24) Practical Examples

• Uses everyday scenarios like road rage to illustrate the difficulty and importance of responding
joyfully to trials.

(10:25 - 10:44) Personal Confession

• Admits personal struggles with anger in traffic, linking it to broader themes of testing and sin.
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(10:46 - 10:53) God’s Testing

• Suggests that God continually tests us where we are weak to help us grow.

(10:53 - 10:58) Response to Testing

• Continues the road rage example to show how one might respond differently with practice.

(11:00 - 11:22) Command to Rejoice

• References Paul’s command to rejoice in the Lord, emphasizing it as not just a suggestion but a
directive.

(11:22 - 11:33) Reiteration of Rejoicing

• Paul’s repeated command to rejoice, underlining its importance.

(11:33 - 11:39) Rejoice as a Command

• Clarifies that rejoicing is commanded, even under severe persecution.

(11:39 - 12:08) Different Scales of Trials

• Discusses how trials vary in severity but are all part of God’s plan for personal growth.

(12:09 - 12:35) God’s Assurance

• States that God does not give more than one can handle, aiming for His glory in our responses.

(12:38 - 13:20) Purpose of Trials

• Explains that trials are opportunities to shine and glorify God through our responses.

(13:20 - 13:33) Glorification Through Trials

• Reiterates that joyful responses to trials glorify God.

(13:34 - 13:46) Testing vs. Tempting

• Differentiates between God’s testing and Satan’s tempting, using the same Greek word in
different contexts.

(13:46 - 14:00) Moral Development

• Describes the purpose of God’s tests as developing perseverance, maturity, and reliance on God.

(14:01 - 14:21) Perseverance Explained

• Defines perseverance as overcoming adversity through repeated attempts.
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(14:23 - 14:39) Importance of Perseverance

• Notes perseverance leads to spiritual growth and the crown of life.

(14:40 - 14:49) Learning from Trials

• Encourages persistence in facing life’s tests.

(14:49 - 15:11) Reward of Perseverance

• Highlights the crown of life as the ultimate reward for perseverance.

(15:11 - 15:27) Example of Perseverance

• Mentions Jeff as an example of someone who has received the crown of life.

(15:28 - 15:53) Moral Conduct

• Stresses maintaining Christian morals through trials and temptations.

(15:56 - 16:21) Learning from Failures

• Discusses learning from failures to improve future responses, avoiding repetitive mistakes.

(16:23 - 16:33) True Perseverance

• Distinguishes perseverance from repetitive failure without learning.

(16:34 - 16:49) Spiritual Endurance

• Describes spiritual resilience and growth through perseverance.

(16:50 - 17:13) Joy Through Trials

• Encourages joy in trials, knowing they prepare for eternal life.

(17:13 - 17:34) Life’s Purpose

• Frames life as a preparation for heaven, advocating for God’s way over personal will.

(17:36 - 18:01) Becoming Like Christ

• Explains that trials are meant to mold believers into the likeness of Christ, despite the initial
hard path.

(18:01 - 18:11) The Name Christian

• Notes the origin of the term "Christian" as a derogatory nickname that believers embraced with
pride.
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(18:29 - 18:52) Becoming Little Christs

• Explains that believers should aim to be "little Christs," reflecting Jesus' image, acknowledging
that Christianity involves suffering and challenges.

(18:54 - 19:13) Spiritual Warfare

• Discusses the intensified spiritual battle for believers, with Satan actively trying to undermine
faith.

(19:14 - 19:22) Resistance to Temptation

• Encourages resistance against Satan without fear, emphasizing spiritual combat.

(19:24 - 19:44) Jesus' Example of Resistance

• References Jesus' use of scripture to counter temptation in the desert as a model for believers.

(19:46 - 20:07) James on Prayer

• Introduces James' perspective on prayer as the primary response to misfortune.

(20:08 - 20:34) Instructions for the Sick and Cheerful

• Details James' advice for the sick to seek prayer from church elders with anointing, and for the
cheerful to sing.

(20:35 - 20:51) Healing Through Prayer

• Highlights the effectiveness of faith-filled prayer for healing and forgiveness according to
James.

(20:52 - 21:28) Community Prayer Practice

• Affirms the church’s practice of communal prayer for specific ailments and individuals, done
weekly.

(21:31 - 21:56) Historical Testing of Faith

• Reflects on the trials in the Old Testament that tested faith and allegiance to God.

(21:57 - 22:24) God’s Testing in the Old Testament

• Quotes Moses on God’s purpose in testing Israel to instill fear and prevent sin.

(22:25 - 23:01) God’s Jealousy for Devotion

• Discusses God’s jealousy for His people’s devotion, warning against idolatry.
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(23:01 - 23:59) Modern Idolatry

• Explains how modern idolatry involves setting one’s heart on earthly, carnal desires rather than
God, using Paul’s words to the Philippians.

(23:59 - 24:13) Carnal Appetites as Idols

• Clarifies that "belly" in Paul’s context refers more broadly to carnal desires, not just gluttony.

(24:14 - 24:58) Idols in Contemporary Life

• Describes how people create idols out of various desires, diverting focus from God, who is
omnipresent and knows all.

(24:58 - 25:06) God’s Presence in All

• Affirms God’s presence in all living beings, giving Him insight into human thoughts.

(25:07 - 25:54) Sin and Spiritual Blindness

• Warns that unrepentant idolatry can lead to spiritual blindness and eternal damnation.

(25:55 - 26:32) Historical Consequences of Idolatry

• Recounts the fall of Israel due to their rejection of God’s prophets, leading to their conquest by
the Assyrians.

(26:33 - 26:47) The Fate of Israel

• Describes the severe consequences for Israel, including death and assimilation.

(26:52 - 27:34) Judah’s Fall

• Discusses Judah’s similar fate for rejecting God’s messages, leading to divine wrath with no
remedy.

(27:34 - 27:44) No Remedy for Apostasy

• Compares spiritual apostasy to a terminal illness with no cure.

(27:45 - 28:00) Spiritual Death

• States that rejecting God’s warnings leads to spiritual death.

(28:00 - 28:14) Rejection of Christ’s Teachings

• Extends the concept of no remedy to those rejecting Christ’s teachings in the New Testament.
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(28:15 - 28:39) Exile and Destruction

• Describes the destruction of Judah and the subsequent exile to Babylon as warned by God.

(28:40 - 29:04) Sin Leading to Death

• Refers to John’s advice not to pray for those in sin leading to death, indicating a state of near-
irreparable spiritual harm.

(29:04 - 29:21) Unrepentant Sin

• Emphasizes the dire state of unrepentant sinners, marked as having "no remedy."

(29:23 - 29:39) God’s Mercy and Judgment

• Contrasts God’s mercy with the potential finality of His judgment when no remedy exists.

(29:43 - 30:10) John’s Warning Against Idols

• Notes John’s final admonition in his letter to avoid idols, underlining its importance.

(30:10 - 30:18) Misconception of Idolatry

• Challenges the notion that idolatry only pertains to physical idols, emphasizing modern forms.

(30:19 - 30:52) Identifying Modern Idols

• Questions what modern idols might be in one’s life, such as addictions or obsessions.

(30:53 - 31:04) Ineffective Prayers

• States that prayer cannot mend an idolatrous heart unless there’s repentance.

(31:04 - 31:16) God’s Eternal Nature

• Explains the eternal and unchanging nature of God, signified by His name Yahweh.

(31:16 - 31:42) Consistency of God’s Views

• Argues that God’s feelings on idolatry and righteousness remain unchanged over time.

(31:42 - 31:52) God’s Unchanging Nature

• Reinforces that God’s standards and expectations do not change.

(31:53 - 33:25) Jealousy for the Church

• Compares God’s historical jealousy for Israel to His jealousy for the church, urging believers to
prioritize God over idols.
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(33:26 - 33:46) Readiness for Christ’s Return

• Urges readiness for Christ’s return, citing Jesus' own words about its unpredictability.

(33:47 - 34:18) Call to Action

• Encourages the congregation to be proactive in supporting and praying for those straying,
emphasizing community and readiness.

(34:18 - 34:25) Invitation to Prayer and Repentance

• Concludes with an invitation for those needing prayer, repentance, or strength to come
forward, marking the beginning of the year with this call to spiritual action.
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