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We Fear Not Death
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 31:51)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:49), John Nousek

John 10:25-27,

• The session begins with a scripture reading from the Gospel of John, chapter 10, verses 25
through 27, where Jesus speaks about belief and His relationship with His followers.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:54 - 1:50), Roger Raines

Romans 6:20-23,

• Another reading follows from the Book of Romans, chapter 6, verses 20 through 23,
discussing freedom from sin, the consequences of sin, and the gift of eternal life.

• The reading concludes with the message that freedom from sin leads to sanctification and
eternal life, contrasting with the wages of sin which is death.

Summary
Preacher: Tom Freed

(1:55 - 2:25) Acknowledgment of Preachers

• The speaker acknowledges the effort of various individuals who have taken up preaching duties
in the absence of a dedicated preacher.

• Highlights the significant time commitment required for sermon preparation, equating it to a
full-time job when doing multiple sermons.

(2:26 - 3:45) Encouragement and Recent Losses

• Encouragement is extended to those preaching and teaching, acknowledging the challenge of
public speaking.
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• The sermon topic "Fear Not Death" is introduced, prompted by recent deaths within the church
community, including Brenda and Vicki.

• Emphasizes the unpredictability of life and death, and the divine foresight of one’s lifespan.

(3:45 - 5:44) Theological Reflections on Life and Death

• References Psalm 139:16 to discuss how God knows each individual before birth, tying this into
the anti-abortion argument.

• Discusses the inevitability of death and taxes, mentioning the unique biblical cases of Enoch
and Elijah who did not die conventionally.

(5:45 - 6:36) Preparation for Death and Christian Hope

• Urges preparedness for the return of Jesus at any time and the importance of not fearing death
if one is a Christian.

• Notes that for Christians, death should not be feared but can be faced with peace, especially
given the promise of eternal life.

(6:37 - 7:47) Deathbed Peace and Regrets

• Shares an anecdote about a church member, Vicki, who seemed peaceful near death, suggesting
how believers should approach death.

• Discusses common regrets at the end of life but emphasizes that for Christians, the most
significant regret would be not being a Christian.

(7:49 - 8:40) Story of a Young Christian’s Death

• Recounts a story of a young Christian who died of cancer, leaving a message for his funeral
attendees to celebrate rather than mourn his passing.

(8:42 - 9:15) Christian Perspective on Funerals

• Advocates for a celebratory tone at Christian funerals, referencing Revelation 21:4 about the
absence of sorrow and pain in heaven.

(9:15 - 9:26) Continuation of Celebration Theme

• Reiterates that Christian funerals should be times of celebration due to the belief in a better
afterlife.

(9:29 - 9:46) Dealing with Loved Ones' Suffering

• Acknowledges the hardship of watching loved ones suffer but maintains the perspective of
celebration for their transition to heaven.
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(9:47 - 10:18) Life’s Brevity and Evil

• References Genesis 47:9 where Jacob describes his life as short and evil, despite his long years.

(10:19 - 10:38) Human Lifespan Reflections

• Comments on the rarity of living to 130 years as Jacob did, humorously suggesting only a couple
of church members might achieve this.

(10:39 - 11:19) Job’s View on Life

• Quotes Job 14:1 to echo the sentiment of life being short and full of trouble, despite Job’s
longevity and seeing several generations of his descendants.

(11:20 - 12:12) Perception of Time

• Discusses how perception of time changes with age, feeling longer when young and speeding up
as one ages.

(12:14 - 13:01) Focus on Afterlife

• Highlights the transient nature of life, urging focus on the afterlife rather than accumulating
earthly possessions, referencing Luke 12:20-21.

(13:03 - 13:55) Parable of the Foolish Rich Man

• Expands on the parable of the rich fool, emphasizing the folly of earthly wealth without
spiritual preparation.

(13:56 - 15:30) Choices Between Earthly and Heavenly Riches

• Poses a hypothetical choice between a miserable earthly life with heavenly reward or a
comfortable life on earth with eternal damnation.

• Discusses how worldly success often comes at a moral or spiritual cost, suggesting some engage
in evil or even Satanic practices for fame or power.

(15:32 - 15:38) Challenges of Wealth and Faith

• Discusses how having more money, power, and fame makes it harder to be a Christian.

(15:38 - 15:57) Perception of Belief

• Notes that many people do not believe in God or the devil, viewing the message of the cross as
foolishness, referencing 1 Corinthians 1:18.

(15:58 - 16:12) Inevitability of Judgment

• Emphasizes that everyone will stand before Jesus for judgment regardless of their beliefs.
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(16:13 - 16:39) Accountability to God

• Highlights the accountability everyone has to God, referencing the parable of the rich man who
either did not believe in or care about God.

(16:40 - 17:44) Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

• Begins discussing the parable from Luke 16, describing the contrast between the rich man living
lavishly and Lazarus, the beggar, suffering at his gate.

(17:47 - 18:58) Afterlife in the Parable

• Explains the reversal of fortunes after death, with Lazarus in comfort at Abraham’s bosom and
the rich man in torment in Hades.

• Describes this as a temporary holding place before final judgment.

(18:58 - 20:04) Torment and Regret of the Rich Man

• Details the rich man’s plea for relief, illustrating his suffering and the fixed gulf between
comfort and torment.

(20:05 - 20:41) Consequences of Ignoring the Needy

• Speculates on what could have been if the rich man had shown kindness to Lazarus, suggesting
potential for redemption under the Mosaic law.

(20:43 - 21:57) The Reality of Hell

• Describes hell as a place of eternal suffering, referencing Matthew 13:50 and Matthew 25:41,
originally prepared for the devil and his angels.

(21:58 - 23:10) Rich Man’s Plea for His Brothers

• The rich man, realizing his fate, asks for Lazarus to warn his brothers, but Abraham suggests
that if they don’t heed Moses and the prophets, they wouldn’t believe even if someone rose from
the dead.

(23:11 - 24:19) Unbelief Despite Evidence

• Discusses the unbelief of many despite Jesus' miracles and resurrection, supported by historical
documents and fulfilled prophecies.

(24:28 - 24:58) The Value of the Soul

• Asserts that nothing is worth losing one’s soul over, referencing Mark 8:36, and reflects on the
rich man’s regret.
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(25:04 - 25:47) God’s Mercy and Human Free Will

• Points out God’s desire for repentance and salvation for all, quoting 2 Peter 3:9, while
emphasizing human free will in choosing faith.

(25:48 - 26:48) Personal Responsibility and Judgment

• Concludes with the notion that individuals are responsible for their actions and will face
judgment alone, with no way to buy salvation or make excuses, citing John 5:29.

(26:50 - 27:07) Personal Accountability Before God

• Stresses that individuals cannot blame others for their actions; they must personally answer to
God based on whether they followed His commands and accepted Christianity.

(27:08 - 27:36) Facing God in Judgment

• Describes the fear of facing God’s judgment, referencing Hebrews 10:31, but contrasts this with
the Christian perspective of not fearing death but looking forward to it, citing Philippians 1:21-
24.

(27:38 - 28:25) Christian Life and Death

• Advocates for living a life focused on Christ, suggesting that death is a progression towards
union with Him.

(28:27 - 29:20) Confidence and Judgment in Christianity

• Discusses the confidence Christians should have in their faith, living to please God, and the
inevitability of judgment for all, as per 2 Corinthians 5:6-10.

(29:20 - 29:55) Outcomes of Judgment

• Contrasts the outcomes for sinners and faithful Christians at judgment, with quotes from
Matthew 7:23 and Matthew 25:21.

(29:56 - 30:48) The Choice of Faith

• Emphasizes the personal choice to live a faithful life to hear "Well done" from God or face regret
like the rich man in the parable.

(30:48 - 31:01) Regret in the Afterlife

• Highlights the universal regret among those who did not live righteously but notes that by then,
their fate is sealed.
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(31:02 - 31:24) God’s Provision for Salvation

• Acknowledges God’s provision through the sacrifice of Jesus, referencing Romans 8:32, and the
ease God has made for salvation.

(31:25 - 31:51) Call to Action for Salvation

• Urges those not yet Christians or those struggling in faith to take action now, recognizing that
the choice to accept or reject faith is entirely personal.
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