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Story Telling, Part 2
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 33:41)

Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: (0:03 - 0:25), Scott Reynolds

Romans 15:4,

• The evening’s scripture reading is from Romans 15:4, emphasizing that scriptures written
in former days were for instruction, providing endurance, encouragement, and hope.

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(0:25 - 1:17) Introduction and Scriptural Context

• The lesson titled "Storytelling" is introduced, discussing the value of stories in the Bible versus
meaningless tales.

(1:19 - 2:03) The Role of Stories in the Bible

• Clarifies that not all storytelling is negative; it depends on the content and purpose of the
stories.

• Highlights that the Bible itself is described as "the greatest story ever told," suggesting that
biblical narratives are significant for teaching and moral guidance.

(2:04 - 2:54) Historical and Educational Value of Biblical Stories

• Emphasizes that the Bible combines history and storytelling, which are meant for learning, as
per the King James Version’s translation of Romans 15:4.

1

https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-1126p-Transcript-MM.html
https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-1126p-Transcript-MM.pdf


(2:55 - 4:02) Learning from Biblical Accounts

• References 1 Corinthians 10 to illustrate how historical events in the Bible, like the Israelites'
journey, provide lessons for contemporary believers.

• Points out that Christ was present in spirit before His incarnation, symbolized by the rock from
which the Israelites drank.

(4:03 - 4:54) The Spiritual Rock and Displeasure of God

• Continues discussion on Christ as the spiritual rock, indicating His eternal existence.

• Notes that despite spiritual provisions, many Israelites displeased God, leading to their downfall
in the wilderness.

(4:55 - 5:53) Warnings from Historical Examples

• Uses the scripture to warn against lusting after evil, drawing parallels with Colossians 3:5 on
mortifying earthly desires.

(5:55 - 6:37) Idolatry and Covetousness

• Discusses how covetousness can lead to idolatry, referencing the incident of the golden calf in
Exodus 32.

(6:38 - 7:33) Further Examples of Idolatry

• Refers back to 1 Corinthians 10:7 linking the historical idolatry with modern interpretations of
scripture.

(7:34 - 8:22) Consequences of Fornication

• Highlights the biblical account from Numbers 25 of the Israelites committing fornication with
Moabite women, leading to divine punishment.

(8:24 - 9:08) Divine Judgment on Idolatry and Immorality

• Details the events where Israel’s idolatry and immorality provoke God’s anger, leading to severe
punishments.

(9:10 - 12:04) Phinehas' Action and God’s Response

• Describes Phinehas' zealous act of killing an Israelite man and his Midianite lover, which
appeases God’s wrath, stopping a plague that killed 24,000, addressing discrepancies in
numbers between biblical accounts.

(12:05 - 14:02) Divine Covenant with Phinehas

• Notes God’s response to Phinehas' actions, granting him a covenant of peace and an everlasting
priesthood for his zeal.
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(14:04 - 15:02) Recognition of Phinehas

• Reiterates the significance of Phinehas' actions in turning away God’s wrath from Israel.

(15:05 - 15:46) Naming the Guilty

• Identifies the names of those involved in the incident, Zimri and Cosby, who were of high
standing but still faced divine retribution.

(15:48 - 16:41) Modern Misinterpretation of Sin

• Comments on contemporary attitudes towards sin, particularly fornication, contrasting them
with biblical severity.

(16:42 - 18:45) Tempting Christ and Historical Examples

• Uses 1 Corinthians 10:9 to caution against tempting or testing Christ, backed by the story of the
Israelites' complaints leading to divine punishment with fiery serpents.

(18:46 - 19:33) The Fiery Serpents Punishment

• Details the narrative where God sends serpents as punishment for the Israelites' complaints
against Him and Moses.

(19:34 - 20:14) Salvation Through Looking at the Serpent

• Describes Moses' act of making a bronze serpent for healing, symbolizing faith and obedience to
God’s commands.

(20:16 - 21:13) Murmuring Against God

• Reflects on how the Israelites' complaints were against God, illustrating how their actions led to
divine punishment but also provided a lesson in repentance and faith.

(21:14 - 24:37) Historical Context and Divine Provision

• Discusses the broader historical context of the Israelites' journey, their complaints, and God’s
miraculous provisions like manna and water.

(24:39 - 25:43) The Symbolism of the Bronze Serpent

• Relates the bronze serpent to Jesus' crucifixion as mentioned in John 3:14, symbolizing salvation
through faith.

(25:46 - 26:29) Jesus' Reference to Being Lifted Up

• Concludes with Jesus' statements about being lifted up, linking His crucifixion to the healing
symbol of the bronze serpent in the wilderness.
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(26:30 - 27:03) Jesus' Crucifixion and Scriptural Fulfillment

• Discusses Jesus' crucifixion, linking it to His statements in John 3:14 and John 12:32 about being
lifted up, symbolizing His death on the cross.

(27:06 - 29:06) Warnings and Examples from Scripture

• Reads from 1 Corinthians 10:10-13, highlighting historical examples where Israelites'
murmuring led to divine punishment, like the incident with the serpents.

• Emphasizes that these events are written as admonitions for believers, warning against
overconfidence and reminding of God’s faithfulness in providing a way to escape temptation.

(29:09 - 31:18) Temptation and Divine Wrath

• Warns against yielding to temptations that lead away from God, referencing the consequences
faced by the Israelites for their sins.

• Stresses the importance of vigilance to avoid falling into sin, particularly fornication, which
could incur God’s wrath.

(31:20 - 32:48) Fleeing Idolatry and Seeking Christ

• Advises to flee from idolatry and to focus on Christ as the means to avoid divine judgment and
eternal destruction.

• Reinforces that biblical stories are true accounts meant for learning, providing hope and
comfort, and explains why God sent Jesus.

(32:49 - 33:41) Conclusion and Call to Action

• Urges the audience to live in a way that pleases God, learning from biblical narratives.

• Concludes with an invitation to make God one’s judge and Jesus one’s brother, suggesting an
immediate opportunity for spiritual commitment during the service.
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