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Story Telling, Part 1
Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 33:34)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:26), Kevin Woosley

Romans 15:4,

• The first reading is from Romans 15:4, which emphasizes that scriptures were written for
our learning, providing patience, comfort, and hope.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:31 - 1:29), Roger Raines

1 Corinthians 10:1-6,

• The reading continues from 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, discussing how the Israelites
experienced God’s guidance but were not pleasing to Him, serving as examples for us to
avoid evil.

Summary
Preacher: Mike Mathis

(1:34 - 4:54) Introduction to the Lesson

• The speaker introduces a lesson from Exodus 32, focusing on the theme of idolatry and
referencing Paul’s advice in Corinthians about avoiding the sins of the past.

• Describes the context where Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the law, and the impatience of
the people led to the creation of the golden calf.

(4:55 - 6:52) The Creation of the Golden Calf

• Aaron, under pressure from the people, collects gold earrings and fashions a golden calf, which
the people then worship as the god who brought them out of Egypt.

• Aaron announces a feast to the Lord, despite the idolatrous act.

1

https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-1126a-Transcript-MM.html
https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-1126a-Transcript-MM.pdf


(6:53 - 12:41) God’s Reaction and Moses' Intercession

• God informs Moses of the people’s idolatry and expresses His anger, proposing to destroy them
and start anew with Moses.

• Moses intercedes, reminding God of His promises to the patriarchs and His reputation among
the Egyptians, leading God to relent from His initial plan to destroy the people.

(12:43 - 13:55) Moses' Plea for the People

• Moses continues to plead with God, arguing against the destruction of the people, highlighting
the implications of such an action on God’s covenant and His name.

(13:55 - 16:36) Moses' Actions Upon Returning

• Moses, upon seeing the calf and the dancing, breaks the stone tablets of the commandments in
anger.

• He then burns the calf, grinds it into powder, and scatters it in water for the people to drink, as
a form of punishment or cleansing.

(16:37 - 20:59) Consequences and Further Actions

• Moses confronts Aaron, who gives a somewhat evasive explanation of the calf’s creation.

• Moses calls upon those loyal to the Lord, leading to the Levites executing about three thousand
men for their idolatry.

• God sends a plague among the people for their sin.

(21:01 - 21:39) Lesson on Idolatry

• The speaker emphasizes that idolatry is unacceptable to God, highlighting how it diverts
worship from the true God.

(21:44 - 23:43) Exhortation to Righteousness

• The sermon warns against modern forms of idolatry, such as lusting after material things, and
urges the congregation to worship and trust only in God.

• An invitation is extended for repentance and baptism or any other spiritual needs.

(23:44 - 24:19) Closing Remarks

• The speaker concludes by reiterating Moses' call for loyalty to God and announces a
continuation of the lesson in a future session.

(24:20 - 24:41) Final Call to Action

• Urges the congregation to take scripture seriously and respond to God’s guidance.
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(24:42 - 24:44) Conclusion

• The service ends with a call to stand and sing.
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