23-0827p - Detailed Summary

23-0827p - Neighborly Apologetics, Foundations, Basics, Scott Reynolds

Bible Reader: Roger Raines
This detailed summary by Grok, XAI

See the Sermon Notes: Sermon Notes HTML - Sermon Notes PDF
(Sermon Notes by Scott Reynolds)

Neighborly Apologetics, Foundations, Basics

Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 30:50)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (0:03 - 0:27), Roger Raines
James 2:8,

* Reads from James 2:8, emphasizing the commandment to love your neighbor as yourself.

Summary

Preacher: Scott Reynolds

0:33 - 1:00 Introduction to Neighborly Apologetics

 Introduces the concept of "neighborly apologetics" as an alternative approach to traditional
apologetics.

* Clarifies that "apologetics" will be further explained.
1:02 - 1:31 Rationale for Neighborly Apologetics

» Discusses the need for a different perspective on apologetics, one that aligns with engaging
neighbors as per the Lord’s call.

1:33 - 1:56 Future Discussion on Apologetics Comparison

* Mentions that a comparison between academic and neighborly apologetics will be discussed in
a future session.

1:56 - 2:21 Necessity of Change in Apologetics Approach

* Emphasizes the need for neighborly apologetics due to the current world’s condition, described
as having a "depraved mind," as discussed in a previous session.


https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-0827p-NA-Intro.html
https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2023/23-0827p-NA-Intro.pdf

2:21 - 2:38 Contextualizing Depraved Mind

» Uses contemporary examples from TV to illustrate the concept of a depraved mind.

2:39 - 3:02 The Royal Law

» Highlights James 2:8, reiterating the importance of loving your neighbor.

3:03 - 3:28 Biblical Foundation of Love

* Cites Galatians 5:14, explaining that all commandments are summed up in the word "love."

3:29 - 3:47 Jesus' Commandment on Love

» References Matthew 22:37-40, where Jesus states the greatest commandments are loving God
and loving your neighbor.

3:48 - 4:16 Definition of Love and Neighbor

* Defines love as a steadfast, sacrificial zeal and neighbor as one who lives nearby, according to
the Greek word "nmtAnciov" (plesion).

4:16 - 4:59 Providential Placement of Neighbors

* Discusses Paul’s speech on Mars Hill, suggesting neighbors are providentially placed by God.

5:00 - 5:24 Ground Zero of Kingdom Work

« States that loving your neighbor is the foundational work of God’s kingdom.

5:25 - 5:53 Engagement of Christian Families

» Explains that the primary work of the kingdom is entrusted to Christian families, supported by
church leaders equipping the saints.

5:55 - 6:37 Vision for Neighborly Apologetics

* Describes the vision as Christian families building real, significant relationships with neighbors,
part of an "engagement project.”

6:38 - 7:04 Approach to Apologetics

* Stresses the importance of prayer, grace, wisdom, and truth in engaging neighbors for kingdom
work.

7:05 - 7:28 Memory Verses

* Introduces memory verses for families to learn as they engage in neighborly apologetics.



7:29 - 8:14 First Memory Verse - 1 Peter 3:15

* Discusses the verse, emphasizing being prepared to give a defense with gentleness and respect.

8:15 - 8:44 Building Relationships for Apologetics

* Argues that deep relationships are necessary for people to inquire about one’s faith.

8:45 - 8:53 Shallow Relationships and Drive-by Christianity

* Critiques superficial Christian engagements for not fostering genuine inquiries into faith.

8:54 - 9:06 Faithful Witness in Hard Times

» Highlights that true hope and faith are demonstrated in adversity, which can lead to questions
from others.

9:08 - 9:39 Gentleness and Respect in Apologetics

* Reiterates the need for gentleness and respect in all interactions, as per 1 Peter 3:15.

9:39 - 9:51 Honoring Christ Through Apologetics

* Links respectful apologetics to honoring Christ as holy.

9:53 - 10:31 Second Memory Verse - Colossians 4:5-6

* Discusses conducting oneself wisely towards outsiders, with speech always gracious and
seasoned with salt.

10:32 - 10:56 Wisdom in Conduct

* Admits to past errors where conduct was not driven by wisdom but by personal agenda.

10:57 - 11:22 Misuse of Wisdom

* Reflects on past motivations in apologetics, which were more about winning arguments than
serving others.

11:22 - 11:46 True Nature of Wisdom

* Defines godly wisdom as being for the good of others, not self-serving.

11:49 - 12:04 Personal Experience with Wisdom

» Shares personal confession about misusing requests for wisdom for personal gain.



12:05 - 12:26 Wisdom for Others' Peace

» Elaborates on wisdom being for the peace and good of others, referencing Solomon’s request for
wisdom.

12:26 - 12:36 Solomon’s Example

» Explains why God was pleased with Solomon’s request for wisdom, which was for the benefit of
his people.

12:36 - 13:02 Moving Forward with Wisdom

* Discusses how wisdom is crucial for neighborly apologetics, with further exploration delayed.

13:02 - 13:14 Future Topics

* Indicates that additional discussion on wisdom will be postponed.

13:16 - 13:35 Grace in Speech

* Emphasizes that speech should always be with grace, not from a place of arrogance.

13:37 - 13:43 Clarification on Speech

* Reaffirms the point about maintaining grace in all interactions.

13:43 - 14:12 Grace with Everyone

* Clarifies that grace should be extended to all neighbors, not selectively.

14:14 - 14:49 Seasoned with Salt

* Explores the metaphor of speech seasoned with salt, aiding in appropriate responses to
individuals.

14:50 - 15:13 Need for Wisdom and Discernment

* Reiterates the necessity of wisdom and discernment in how we interact with people.

15:14 - 15:47 Personal Reflection on Apologetics

* Confesses past misdirections in studying apologetics, driven by the wrong motives like winning
arguments rather than serving others.

15:47 - 16:49 Misuse of Wisdom in Engagement

» Reflects on past approaches to people lacking wisdom and discernment, driven by personal
agenda rather than listening and tailoring responses to individuals.



16:50 - 17:13 Introduction to Discernment

* Introduces the importance of discernment for engaging with people, with further discussion
planned for future sessions.

17:13 - 17:33 Categories of Humanity

* Describes humanity spiritually as divided into believers and nonbelievers.

17:34 - 18:07 Discerning Belief

* Discusses the challenge of discerning whether someone is a believer or nonbeliever, noting that
the distinction is not always clear.

18:07 - 18:31 Visual Aid Reference

* Refers to a visual aid (a slide) with a bright white line symbolizing the distinction between
believers and nonbelievers.

18:32 - 19:00 Scriptural Reference to Discernment

* Cites scripture about false believers within the church, highlighting the difficulty in discerning
genuine faith.

19:00 - 19:22 Consequences of Misjudgment

* References Jesus' words about false prophets to underline the importance of discernment in
spiritual matters.

19:24 - 20:08 Openness to God

* Considers whether individuals are open or closed to God, using a recent football game incident
as an example of people turning to prayer in crisis.

20:09 - 20:41 Context of Football Game Incident

* Provides context for the football game incident from January 3, 2023, where a player was
critically injured.

20:42 - 21:15 Prayer in Crisis

* Describes the immediate response of prayer on the field and in commentary, highlighting a
cultural moment of spiritual openness.

21:17 - 22:07 Spiritual Implications of Crisis

 Discusses how crises can lead to spiritual openness, suggesting these moments can be used for
neighborly apologetics.



22:08 - 22:50 Engaging with Open Non-Believers

» Suggests engaging non-believers open to God by discussing events like the football incident,
questioning the role of prayer.

22:51 - 23:41 Cultural Acceptance of Prayer

* Notes the absence of opposition to public prayer during the football game, indicating a societal
acceptance in moments of crisis.

23:43 - 25:03 Recognizing Openness in Neighbors

* Further discusses discerning if neighbors are open or closed to God, and whether believers have
a solid biblical worldview.

25:03 - 25:44 Building Biblical Worldviews

* Encourages helping neighbors build a biblical worldview, suggesting engagement projects for
interaction.

25:44 - 25:59 Critique of Church Practices

* Critiques the focus in Churches of Christ on baptism rather than discipleship.

26:00 - 26:12 Discipleship Over Baptism

* Argues for a shift from merely baptizing to making and nurturing disciples.

26:12 - 26:55 Post-Baptism Support

* Raises concerns about the lack of follow-up support for new Christians, questioning their long-
term faith journey.

26:55 - 27:08 Transformation Post-Commitment

* Emphasizes the need for transformation and growth after committing to Christ.

27:09 - 27:15 Building on Christ’s Foundation

» Uses Jesus' metaphor of building to discuss the importance of a worldview based on scripture.

27:16 - 28:00 Applying Biblical Worldview

* Discusses how a biblical worldview influences decisions like voting, tying it to scriptural
principles.

28:05 - 28:43 Engagement Through Relationships

» Stresses that neighborly apologetics is characterized by deep, significant relationships.



28:44 - 29:08 Modern Christianity and Relationships

* Critiques modern Christianity for often lacking in deep relationship building.

29:10 - 29:26 Jesus' Model of Relationship

* Points to Jesus' method of building a small group relationship with his disciples as an example.

29:26 - 29:59 Progressive Revelation Through Relationship

* Describes how Jesus progressively revealed truths to his disciples as their relationship
deepened.

30:01 - 30:34 Gaining an Audience

* Concludes that deep relationships are essential for gaining the right to speak into people’s lives,
especially in contemporary society.

30:35 - 30:50 Closing the Session

* Closes the session with an invitation for spiritual response during a hymn.
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