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The Trip to the Afterlife, Part 1

Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 30:08)

Scripture Readings:

1* Scripture Reading (0:03 - 0:45), Kevin Woosley

Genesis 1:26-27 - The sermon begins with Kevin reading from Genesis 1:26-27. The passage describes God’s decision to
create humanity in His own image and likeness, granting them dominion over all creatures on earth. The text
emphasizes that God created humans as male and female, both reflecting His image. This foundational scripture sets the

stage for the sermon’s exploration of human identity and its connection to the divine.

2m Scripture Reading (0:50 - 1:30), Roger Raines

John 1:1-4 - Roger reads from John 1:1-4, which introduces the concept of the Word (logos) existing in the beginning with
God and being God. The passage explains that all things were created through the Word, and in Him was life, described
as the light of humanity. This reading establishes the divine nature of Jesus as the Word and His role in creation, tying

into the sermon’s broader theme of understanding God’s nature and humanity’s place in it.

Summary from Transcript

Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(1:35 - 1:47) Introduction to the Sermon by Scott

Scott introduces the sermon, delivered by Preacher Douglas Hamilton from the Junction City
Church of Christ in Junction City, Kansas, titled “The Trip to the Afterlife, Part 1.”

(1:49 - 4:06) Introduction by Douglas Hamilton

Hamilton highlights Hollywood’s fascination with the afterlife, citing popular movies like All Dogs
Go to Heaven, Oh God, Beetlejuice, It’s a Wonderful Life, The Sixth Sense, Field of Dreams, Heaven Can
Wait, and Ghost. He notes that these films often blend themes of love, violence, and the afterlife but
lack biblical grounding. He emphasizes his frustration with people basing their beliefs about the
afterlife on media rather than scripture. Hamilton frequently encounters questions about the
afterlife rooted in movies and encourages his congregation to seek biblical answers instead.
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Scott announces that this sermon is the first of a four-part series, with Part 2, titled “The
Transformation,” scheduled for that evening, and Parts 3 and 4 planned for January 1, 2023.

(4:07 - 6:31) Foundational Premise and the Nature of God

Hamilton then begins to focus on Genesis 1:26, which states that humans are made in the likeness
and image of God. He describes this as a powerful and foundational concept that must be
understood to grasp the afterlife. To explore what it means to be made in God’s image, Hamilton
examines the nature of God, starting with the pronouns used in Genesis 1:26 (“let us,” “our”). He
explains that these plural pronouns reflect the triune nature of God, identified as Elohim, a plural
Hebrew term. Hamilton introduces the concept of the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son (Jesus),
and God the Holy Spirit—as three distinct components functioning as one God. He assigns roles to
each: the Father as the planner, the Son as the builder, and the Holy Spirit as the completer,
working in harmony across creation, revelation, and salvation.

(6:31 - 9:47) God’s Roles in Creation

Hamilton elaborates on the Trinity’s roles in creation. He describes God the Father as the architect
who planned the universe, citing Jeremiah 10:12 and Job 38:4 to illustrate God’s wisdom and
authority in laying the earth’s foundation. Jesus, the Son, is presented as the builder who executed
the creation, with John 1:3 and Colossians 1:15-16 affirming that all things were created through
Him. Hebrews 1:2 further supports this by stating that God created the world through His Son. The
Holy Spirit is described as the finisher, bringing completion to creation, as seen in Genesis 1:2,
where the Spirit moved over the waters, and Job 26:13, which credits the Spirit with adorning the
heavens. Hamilton uses a building metaphor to clarify these roles: God designs, Jesus constructs,
and the Holy Spirit adds the finishing touches.

(9:48 - 11:44) God’s Roles in Revelation

Hamilton extends the Trinity’s roles to the revelation of God’s Word. God the Father planned the
words, as Jesus acknowledges in John 14:10 and 14:24 that His words come from the Father. Jesus,
as the Word (John 1:1-2, 14), spoke these words, bringing divine truth to humanity. The Holy Spirit
completed this process by confirming the Word through signs and inspiration, as seen in Mark
16:20, 1 Thessalonians 1:5, and 1 Corinthians 1:6. Hamilton emphasizes that the Holy Spirit
validated the inspired scriptures, ensuring their reliability.

(11:45 - 13:54) God’s Roles in Salvation and Unity of the Trinity

The sermon continues with the Trinity’s roles in salvation. God the Father planned salvation before
the world’s foundation (Ephesians 1:4), demonstrating that humanity’s redemption was intentional.
Jesus built the path to salvation, declaring in John 14:6 that He is the way, truth, and life. The Holy
Spirit completes salvation by giving life through resurrection power, as described in Romans 8:11.
Hamilton underscores the unity of the Trinity, noting their constant collaboration before, during,
and after time. He cites Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 to show the Trinity’s presence in
baptism and the church’s life. The only exception to their unity, Hamilton notes, was during Jesus’
crucifixion, when God briefly turned away as Jesus bore the world’s sins, an event marked by
darkness.



(13:55 - 14:49) Rejecting Hollywood’s View of God

Hamilton concludes this section by urging the congregation to reject Hollywood’s portrayal of God
as a Zeus-like figure with a beard and lightning bolt, rooted in Greek mythology. Instead, he
emphasizes that God is triune—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—working as one with distinct roles. He
encourages the audience to think of God as a unified Trinity, not a singular, simplistic figure, to
align their understanding with biblical truth.

(14:49 - 17:56) Humanity’s Triune Nature

Preacher Douglas Hamilton elaborates on the concept that humans, like God, are triune, consisting
of body, soul, and spirit, mirroring the Trinity. He supports this with scriptural references: Matthew
10:28 distinguishes the body and soul, Hebrews 4:12 explains that the Word of God can separate
soul from spirit, indicating they are distinct, and 1 Thessalonians 5:23 explicitly names all three
components—spirit, soul, and body—praying for their complete sanctification. Hamilton
emphasizes that this triune nature sets humans apart from other creatures, rejecting the notion
that humans are merely animals. Understanding this composition is crucial for the sermon’s focus
on the afterlife, as it forms the foundation for comprehending what happens after death. Without
recognizing humanity’s triune nature, Hamilton argues, one cannot fully grasp the biblical
teachings about the afterlife.

(17:57 - 20:41) The Body: Temporary and Physical

Hamilton discusses the first component of humanity: the body, which is the most familiar part,
designed for existence in the physical realm. He critiques Hollywood’s tendency to overemphasize
the physical body in depictions of the afterlife, suggesting it remains unchanged or trivialized (e.g.,
wearing a sweatsuit). The body, however, is temporary and finite, destined to perish, as supported
by Psalm 103:15-16, which compares human life to fleeting grass, and Hebrews 9:27, which states
that all are appointed to die. Philippians 3:21 describes the current body as one of “humble estate,”
implying its impermanence. Hamilton recounts a conversation with a hospice patient who realized
heaven would not involve their deteriorating body, reinforcing that the physical body is suited only
for this earthly realm and will not persist in the afterlife.

(20:42 - 23:13) The Soul: The Eternal Inner Being

The sermon shifts to the soul, described as the “real person” and the eternal inner being that
encompasses individuality, including sexuality, personal differences, intentions, knowledge, and
memories. Hamilton cites Deuteronomy 12 to illustrate that cravings (e.g., for food) stem from the
soul, Psalm 33:1 to show the soul’s longing for God, Psalm 139:14 for the soul’s awareness of being
fearfully and wonderfully made, and Lamentations 3:20 for its role in memory. Ephesians 3:16
distinguishes the soul as the “inner man,” contrasting it with the temporary “outer man” (body).
According to 2 Corinthians 4:16, while the body decays, the soul is renewed daily and persists
eternally, carrying the essence of a person into the afterlife.

(23:14 - 27:03) The Spirit: The Life Force

Hamilton explores the spirit, the third component, defined as the “spirit of life” that God breathed
into Adam (Genesis 2:7), making him a living soul. This life force, distinct from other meanings of



“spirit” (e.g., wind, breath, or the Holy Spirit), energizes both body and soul. He references Genesis
7:22, where those without the spirit of life perished in the flood, and Psalm 104:29, Job 33:4, and Job
34:14-15, which underscore that without God’s spirit, life ceases. When the body dies, the soul,
carrying the spirit of life, disassociates from it, ensuring the soul’s eternal existence. Hamilton notes
that science cannot explain this mysterious life force, which remains with the soul, enabling it to
continue into eternal life or damnation. He previews that the next sermon, “The Transformation,”
will delve deeper into this transition.

(27:04 - 29:49) Implications for the Afterlife and Human Value

Hamilton concludes by connecting the triune nature of humans to the afterlife and ethical living.
He references the hymn “To Canaan’s Land I'm on My Way,” which celebrates the soul’s
immortality, emphasizing that the soul, sustained by the spirit of life, never dies. The sermon
underscores that understanding humanity’s triune nature—body, soul, and spirit—clarifies the
afterlife journey and informs how Christians should treat others. Since all humans are made in
God’s image, distinctions like sex, race, or wealth become irrelevant in the soul’s context, as
affirmed by Galatians 3:28, which states that in Christ, there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female. This perspective mandates love for all, including neighbors and enemies,
recognizing their eternal souls. Hamilton notes that while the soul persists, its destination—eternal
life or damnation—depends on one’s choices, and the body will be transformed in the afterlife, a
topic for future sermons.

(29:50 - 30:08) Invitation and Closing

Hamilton closes by extending an invitation for anyone to respond to the sermon’s message, likely
for baptism or commitment to Christ, as the congregation stands and sings. This call to action
reinforces the sermon’s focus on the soul’s eternal destiny and the urgency of aligning one’s life
with biblical truth, grounded in the understanding of humanity’s triune nature and its divine
origin.



The Trip to the Afterlife, Part 1

Detailed Summary from Sermon Notes

Sermon Summary: "The Trip to the Afterlife, Part 1"
Speaker: Douglas Hamilton, Junction City Church of Christ
Date: December 4, 2022

Introduction

Douglas Hamilton begins the sermon by highlighting Hollywood’s fascination with the afterlife,
citing movies like All Dogs Go to Heaven, Beetlejuice, It’s a Wonderful Life, and Ghost. He critiques
these portrayals as misleading, often shaping people’s beliefs about eternal life without scriptural
grounding. As a minister, Hamilton notes that many questions he receives about the afterlife stem
from cinematic depictions rather than the Bible. He emphasizes the importance of seeking biblical
answers, introducing a four-part series titled "The Trip to the Afterlife,” with Part 1 focusing on
humanity’s triune nature as a foundation for understanding the afterlife.

Core Premise: Made in the Likeness and Image of God

The sermon’s foundational scripture is Genesis 1:26, which states, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make
man in Our image, according to Our likeness...”” Hamilton explains that humans are created in
God’s image, reflecting His triune nature—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This triune God operates in
unity, with distinct roles: the Father as the Planner, the Son as the Builder, and the Holy Spirit as the
Completer. This pattern is evident in three key areas:

* Creation

- God the Father planned creation, as seen in Jeremiah 10:12 and Job 38:4, where He is
depicted as the Architect of the universe.

> Jesus, the Son, built creation, as affirmed in John 1:3, Colossians 1:15-16, and Hebrews 1:2,
where all things are created through Him.

- The Holy Spirit completed creation, as described in Genesis 1:2 and Job 26:13, where the
Spirit moves over the waters and garnishes the heavens.

* The Word (Scripture)

o God the Father provided the words, as Jesus states in John 14:10, 24, that His words
originate from the Father.

- Jesus spoke the words, identified as the Word in John 1:1-2, 14, becoming flesh to deliver
God’s message.

- The Holy Spirit confirmed the words, as seen in Mark 16:20, 1 Thessalonians 1:5, and 1
Corinthians 1:6, validating the gospel through signs and power.

» Salvation
> God the Father planned salvation before the world’s foundation, as noted in Ephesians 1:4.

> Jesus built salvation, declaring Himself the way, truth, and life in John 14:6.



- The Holy Spirit completes salvation, giving life to believers, as stated in Romans 8:11.

Hamilton underscores the unity of the Trinity, referencing Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14,
and clarifies that God is not a singular figure like Zeus, as Hollywood might depict, but a triune
being.

Humanity’s Triune Nature

Hamilton explains that humans, made in God’s image, are also triune, consisting of body, soul, and
spirit, as supported by 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Matthew 10:28, and Hebrews 4:12. Understanding this
triune composition is essential for comprehending the afterlife. He details each component:

* The Body

> The body is the physical, temporary part of humans, designed for the physical realm (Psalm
103:15-16, Hebrews 9:27).

o It is perishable and will not persist into eternity in its current form (Philippians 3:21).
Hamilton recounts a hospice patient’s realization that heaven would not involve a
dilapidated body, reinforcing that the physical body is not eternal.

¢ The Soul

> The soul is the eternal “inner man” (2 Corinthians 4:16), encompassing identity, preferences,
memories, and desires (Deuteronomy 12:20, Psalm 63:1, Psalm 139:14, Lamentations 3:20).

> Unlike the body, the soul continues into the afterlife, making it the “real” person that persists
beyond physical death.

» The Spirit

o The spirit is the “spirit of life,” the divine life force breathed into humanity by God (Genesis
2:7, Job 33:4).

o It energizes the body and soul, and when the body dies, the soul, carrying the spirit of life,
departs (Psalm 104:29, Job 34:14-15).

o The spirit of life ensures the soul’s eternal existence, enabling it to face either eternal life or
damnation.

Implications for the Afterlife and Christian Living

Hamilton stresses that understanding humanity’s triune nature is critical for grasping the afterlife.
The body perishes, but the soul, sustained by the spirit of life, continues eternally. This
understanding shapes how Christians value others, as every person is made in God’s image,
regardless of sex, race, or wealth. Baptism into Christ unites all souls as one (Galatians 3:28),
emphasizing the soul’s primacy over physical distinctions.

The sermon concludes with a call to consider the destination of one’s soul, as it will not die but will
face eternity. Hamilton extends an invitation for repentance and baptism, accompanied by the
hymn To Canaan’s Land I'm on My Way, which reinforces the eternal nature of the soul.



Key Takeaways

* Hollywood’s afterlife depictions are unreliable; Christians must rely on scripture.

* God is triune (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), and humans reflect this as body, soul, and spirit.
* The body is temporary, but the soul, powered by the spirit of life, is eternal.

* Recognizing our divine image fosters love for others and prepares us for the afterlife.

* The sermon sets the stage for further exploration in Parts 2-4, promising deeper insights into
the afterlife’s nature and the soul’s journey.
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