
Thought For The Week
Articles: You Are the Light - 300 words, 1000 words

You Are the Light of the World
The Bible presents a powerful and recurring theme: believers in Christ are called to be light in a
world shrouded in darkness. This identity is rooted in the person and mission of Jesus, who came as
the true light, and it extends to every follower who has received Him.

In the opening chapter of John’s Gospel, we read a profound description of Christ’s eternal nature
and purpose: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God… In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.” Jesus, the Word made flesh, entered the world He created to
bring life and illumination to humanity. Though the world was made through Him, it did not
recognize Him. He came to His own people, yet many rejected Him. But to all who received Him
and believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God—born not of natural
descent or human decision, but born of God.

Jesus’ coming had a clear purpose: to reveal God’s heart and expose humanity’s need for
reconciliation. In His day, many were outwardly religious. The Jewish people faithfully offered
sacrifices, observed the Passover, and kept the rituals prescribed by the Law. Yet something
essential was missing—genuine thankfulness and heartfelt obedience. God had long desired more
than external observance; He sought lives marked by gratitude for His constant provision and care.
Jesus came to make people aware that their conduct and worship were often out of step with the
Father who sustains them.

Paul addresses this same contrast in Ephesians 5:3–14. He warns believers against even a hint of
sexual immorality, impurity, greed, obscenity, foolish talk, or coarse joking—behaviors improper
for God’s holy people. These things belong to the realm of darkness and lead to God’s wrath upon
the disobedient. Paul reminds the Ephesians, and us, “For you were once darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.”

The transformation is striking. Once we lived like the world around us—following its patterns and
priorities. But through Christ, we have been made aware of what is acceptable and unacceptable to
God. We are called to turn away from fruitless deeds of darkness and instead expose them. This
exposure happens not primarily through harsh words, but through the contrast of a transformed
life. As Paul writes, “everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is
illuminated becomes a light.” The prophetic call rings out: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Jesus Himself taught this responsibility directly. In Matthew 5:14–16, He declares, “You are the light
of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.”
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A city set on a hill is visible from miles away, especially at night. A lamp placed on its stand
illuminates the entire household. In the same way, the Christian’s life is meant to be visible and
influential. Good deeds—acts of love, integrity, kindness, and moral purity—shine in such a way
that others see the difference and are drawn to glorify God.

Living as light naturally creates contrast. When believers walk in obedience, their lives expose the
darkness in others—not through condemnation, but through the quiet power of Christlike
character. This exposure can provoke resistance. When Jesus walked the earth, His perfect
righteousness confronted the religious leaders of His time. Though they kept the outward forms of
the Law, their hearts were far from God. His life exposed their hypocrisy, and they responded with
hostility. Sin, when confronted, often defends itself, justifies itself, and seeks to silence the source of
conviction. Yet Jesus’ light also offered hope: those willing to repent could become children of God.

Paul describes humanity’s universal tendency in Romans 1: to suppress the truth about God,
exchange His glory for idols, and walk in darkened hearts despite the clear evidence of the Creator
in creation. God’s wrath is revealed against such godlessness, yet He continues to sustain the
world—providing food, shelter, warmth, and life itself—giving time for repentance. As Jesus taught,
God knows our needs before we ask and cares for all people, whether they acknowledge Him or
not.

Christians are called to continue Jesus’ mission. By walking in the light, we reflect God’s goodness
and invite others to reconciliation. Our transformed lives—marked by gratitude, moral purity, and
love—serve as a living testimony. Just as one diligent student in a classroom, prepared and ready
when others were not, highlighted the teacher’s clear instructions, believers who take God’s Word
seriously expose the excuses of those who ignore it.

No one is without access to God’s truth. Through creation, Scripture, conscience, and the gospel, He
reveals the way of salvation: faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God who died for our sins and rose
again. Jesus commissioned His followers to go into all the world, making disciples, baptizing them,
and teaching obedience. The gospel invitation is clear: believe, repent, and be reconciled to the
Father who longs for eternal fellowship with His children.

In a world still filled with greed, immorality, ingratitude, and rebellion, the call remains urgent.
Christians are the light—not by their own strength, but because Christ shines upon them. When we
live this out, our good deeds glorify the Father in heaven.

The question is personal: Will we hide our light, or place it on a stand? The choice determines
whether we merely exist in the world or truly shine as children of light, pointing the way to the One
who is the true Light of the world.
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You Are the Light of the World
In a world often shrouded in moral darkness, Scripture declares a profound truth: Christians are
called to be the light. Jesus Himself is the true Light that came into the world (John 1:9), shining in
the darkness that could not overcome Him. He entered human history to reveal God’s character,
expose sin, and offer reconciliation as the Father’s beloved Son full of grace and truth.

Paul echoes this in Ephesians 5:8, reminding believers, "You were formerly darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light." This transformation produces fruit—goodness,
righteousness, and truth—while rejecting unfruitful deeds of darkness. Believers are not merely to
avoid evil but to expose it through holy living, awakening others as the call rings out: "Wake up,
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

Jesus taught the same in Matthew 5:14–16: "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden… Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father who is in heaven." Our lives serve as visible testimonies. Just as Jesus' righteous
conduct exposed the hypocrisy of religious leaders, prompting rejection yet offering salvation, so
our consistent obedience to God reveals the contrast between worldly ways and divine standards.

God sustains all people, providing daily needs as a merciful invitation to repent and recognize Him
as Father. Through faith in Christ, repentance, and baptism, anyone can step from darkness into
marvelous light. As Christians, we are not to hide our lamp but shine brightly, pointing others to the
Savior. In doing so, we fulfill our purpose: to glorify God and invite the lost to His eternal family.
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